CLINIC 


MAY, 1902. 


BURGGRAEVE. 


Burggreve is dead. The news comes 
with a shock to us. He had apparently 
so admirably adjusted the balance of his 
vital mechanism that it would run on in- 
definitely, like the Deacon’s “one-hoss 
shay.” And like it, the end came quite 
suddenly. ' We have no detail of his last 
illness beyond the brief account 
given by Dr. Linn, whose letter came to 
hand just now. 

It is too early for the world’s esti- 
mate of Burggreve’s work to crys- 
talize, but his reforms in the art of ap- 
plied therapeutics have spread widely 
and taken deep root. Like many other 
immigrants they have found in America 
their richest opportunity for develop- 
ment. It was inevitable that the uplift 
in anatomy, pathology and physiology, 
should in time be felt in therapeutics; 
and many looked for this movement to 
America, with its peculiarly practical 
bent. But again the light has come 
from the East, and this time the busy, 


crowded, bustling little land of Belgium 
contributed the spark. Here, where 
the blood of Celt and German mingle, 
where civic liberty and textile industries 
came into being with the van Arteveldts, 
this Flemish professor devised the 
scheme of therapeutics which is now 
supplanting the crudities transmitted 
from the medieval period. 

All honor to the brave old man, who 
dared all and endured much, to estab- 
lish these truths, despite the opposition 
of conservatism and of vested interests, 
in the only way in which they could be 
established. 

we 


If you succeed, let the deed speak; 


if you 
fail, sav nothing. 


MoM 
OUR FRONT COVER PAGE. 


We have refused many big offers for 
position upon front cover, but to all 
have said “nay.” We are glad that the 
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editor of The American Journalist agrees 
with us in sentiment. We quote: 


“In no department of medical jour- 
nalism is there such an opportunity for 
improvement as in the construction of 
the title or cover page, but few publish- 
ers seem to consider the external appear- 
ance of their journals, so long as the 
contents are carefully prepared. It has 
been said that the publisher who will 
allow an advertisement on his front 
cover page has lost his self-respect, but 
the one who will allow an advertisement 
to be placed above or on top of his title, 
would sell his birthright for a mess of 
pottage.” 

And then, when all is said and done, 
who gives so much for the dollar, which 
he so often doesn’t get, as the medical 
publisher? If hard pushed, he sells his 
front cover, who can blame him? 

Ww Me 


The hurt a word may do is often harder 
to heal than deep wounds. 


vw 
TRANSMITTING TUBERCULOSIS. 


When Koch expressed the belief in 
London last summer that tuberculosis 
could not be communicated from man to 
beast or from beast to man, the utter- 
ance was received with some scepticism. 
The contrary opinion, for which the emi- 
nent German bacteriologist was himself 
largely responsible, had been widely 
though not universally entertained, and 
it was difficult for the world to adopt 
his later convictions unreservedly and at 
Indeed, Koch pronounced 
own recent experiments inadequate and 
hoped that other scientists would repeat 
them. He did not expect the public to 
regard his statements as final. Those 
who were inclined to differ from him 
also found that there was no overwhelm- 


once. his 
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ing amount of evidence to support their 
views, although they were not entirely 
devoid of such material. One of the 
most important consequences of the 
London congress, therefore, was the 
stimulus given to the study of the trans- 
missibility of what is probably the most 
dreaded, if not the most fatal, of human 
diseases. 

Within the last six or eight months 
a number of experiments have been 
made on both sides of the Atlantic for 
the purpose of testing the soundness of 
Koch’s later theories. None of them, 
however, was conducted on as large a 
scale as those about to be undertaken 
by a royal commission in England. Not 
only in this respect, but in others also, 
the British tests are being initiated under 
the most favorable auspices. The presi- 
dent of the commission, Sir Michael 
Foster, is a physiologist of world-wide 
reputation, while one of his associates 
is one of the highest authorities on the 
diseases of animals to be found in the 
united kingdom. Two large model 
farms in Essex have been placed at 
the disposal of these 
James Blyth, and his stables are now be- 
ing prepared for occupation by the cattle 
with which the experiments will be car- 
ried on. Plans have been matured for 
attempting to convey disease to the 
animals in a variety of ways and the re- 
sults will be closely watched. 

It is intimated that the work may ex- 
tend through a period of five years. 
Evidently it is to be performed in no 
hasty or superficial fashion. Such de- 
liberation and thoroughness may de- 
lay a conclusion but they will give the 
investigation all the more value. 


experts by Sir 


eee @e@ @ 


Condurango is one of the best agents to 
excite activity of the gastric secretory cells. 
—Ewald, 


One of the most readable exchanges on 
our table is the Detroit Medical Jaurnal. 
Send for a sample copy. 


Editorial Chat 


It has been shown that while the in- 
oculation of cattle with laboratory cul- 
tures of human bacilli has apparently pro- 
duced little effect, disease was trans- 
mitted when sputum was employed. In 
other words, natural infection worked 
better than artificial. Again, the germs 
appear to be more mischievous when in- 
troduced into the blood than when put 
into an animal’s food. 

Of the bad effect of milk from in- 
fected animals, he thinks there are sev- 
eral well authenticated instances. These, 
however, are few in number and the 
milk always came from a cow in an ad- 
vanced stage of disease. While there- 
fore, it may eventually be proved that 
the danger has been overestimated there 
is some reason for maintaining a sus- 
picious attitude toward the milk from 
infected cattle. 


Unless thou rule thyself, thou shalt be 
ruled: unless thou own thyself, thou shalt be 
owned. 


MM 
SIDE ISSUES. 


Singular, how much a hard-working 
man is benefited by work of another 
sort. He is really rested by it. No 
matter how busy one is, at any occupa- 
tion, mental or physical, he should have 
some side-issue to which he devotes a 
little time. And this time should not be 
considered as abstracted from his regu- 
lar avocation, but rather as enhancing 
his working, producing capacity at it. 
Long ago it was proved that the man or 
beast who rested on the Sabbath, could 
do more and better work in a week than 
those who worked persistently the seven 
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days in the week. So when one takes a 
little run off into some side-track, for 
a few minutes, hours, days or weeks, he 
invariably returns with freshened ener- 
gies and renewed vigor, which soon 
more than make up for the time spent. 

What side-issue should one choose? 

That which his soul loves. 
successful man find his solace in street 
preaching. Another goes fishing, others 
wheel, ride, drive, walk, hunt, garden, 
play ball. 


For ourselves, we do most everything. 


One very 


We do not confine ourselves to any one 
specialty, but find our recreation in 
doing anyone of a number of things, 
with especial partiality to any that is 
new. Just now the promise of an early 
spring moves us to get into the garden, 
dig, uncover the bulbs and set up cold 
frames. A little later, when the ice be- 
gins to open up on the lakes, the beat- 
ing of the wild-ducks’ wings comes into 
our dreams, and the gun must come out. 
But from all these and many _ other 
breaks in a busy life, there comes the 
same renewal of force and return to the 
desk with renewed pleasure in the work. 

Go thou and do likewise. 

What are you living for, anyway? 
The man who waits till to-morrow to 
take his pleasure, is a motley fool. There 
is one philosophy that is unimpeachable, 
and one only, and that is the one that 
bids us take from each day of our lives 
its full meed of happiness. “The good 
time coming,” never comes. If it be 
not here now it will never reach us, but 
prove a very ignis fatuus, ever eluding 
its pursuer. To-day is our kingdom. To- 
day we are kings. To-morrow we know 


not, and may never know. The man 


ee eee ee @ 


Hydrastine while slow in getting to work, is 
never a remedy for emergencies, but it never 
fails to do its work 


Hydrastine while slow in getting to work, 
is the most enduring of all the tonics known 
to the physician. 
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who considered a day lost, on which he 
had done no good deed, was twin 
brother to him who let no day pass with- 
out some specific pleasure enjoyed. 
Says Omar: 
“Ah my Beloved, fill the cup that clears 
To-day of past Regret and future 
Fears, 
To-morrow! Why, To-morrow I may be 
Myself with Yesterday’s Sev’n Thou- 
sand Years.” 
we 


We always have strength to do what we 
genuinely will. The will is the ability. 


a 
HOSPITALS. 


Pause for a moment and_ consider 
this sanatorium business. Look at the 
long list reported during February in 
our “Clippings” and consider that this 
does not by any means comprise all—no, 
not even a majority—of the new institu- 
tions, but only those mentioned in the 
small number of journals from which 
these clippings are taken. Nevertheless 
our list numbers 118, new hospitals or 
additions to old ones. It would not be 
an éxaggeration to estimate the total 
number for one year in this country at 
2000. 

Who is going to support them? Where 
are the patients to come from? When 
the founders go through the land, select 
sites in the richest communities, demand 
a substantial bonus from the town and 
freedom from taxation, how is this af- 
fecting the medical profession? 

Every patient who enters one of these 
institutions means one less for the regu- 
lar practician. Every dollar spent for 
treatment in the sanatorium comes out 
of the doctor’s pocket. Not a penny 


comes back to him. Not a patient re- 
turns. Nulla vestigia retrorsum. The 
ordinary practice of medicine, the use 
of drugs, the qualifications and the ser- 
vices of the regular doctor, are alike 
systematically discredited by and at 
these institutions. They have, by their 
control of the patient, their methods and 
appliances, such advantages in their 
competition with the regular doctor that 
he cannot cope with them. No one 
stays with him except the dissatisfied 
poor, who cannot raise funds enough to 
secure sanatorium treatment. 

Talk about the druggist’s competi- 
tion—it is nothing to that of the hos- 
pital. The doctor who has no pecuniary 
interest in an institution had better do 
a little quiet thinking on his own ac- 
count, before he sends his patients away. 

Here’s our list for February: 

San Diego Sanitarium, San Diego, 
Cal. 

Detention Hospital, Boulder, Mont. 

Addition to Hospital, Rockford, II. 

Co-operative Hospital, Homestead, Pa. 

New Hospital, Benton Harbor, Mich. 

New Hospital, Ludington, Mich. 

Pest Hospital, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Good Shepherd Hosp., Syracuse, N.Y. 

St. Francis Hospital, addition, Wichi- 
ta, Kas. 

Eastern State Hospital, rebuilding, Va. 

Emergency Hospital, Sandusky, Ohio. 

Mercy Hospital (clinic room), Chi- 
cago, Il. 

New Hospital, Goderich, Ont. 

New Hospital, Williamsport, Pa. 

New Hospital, New Decatur, Tenn. 

New Hospital, Prison, Waupun, Wis. 

St. Jos. Provident Orphan Asylum, 
Chicago, III. 


ee eeenm ©@ 


In all hemorrhages give atropine for quick 
effect and then hydrastine to sustain the 
action and render it permanent, 


The beneficial results of hydrastine are 


best shown when given in small doses long 


continued, 0,001 seyen times daily. 





Editorial Chat 


Dr. E. M. Byers’ Sanitarium, Delavan, 
Ill. 

Fraternal Hospital Association, Sac- 
ramento, Cal. 

Homeopathic 
Camden, N. J. 

American Hospital, Paris, France. 

W. D. Neel’s Climatic Institute, Chi- 
cago. 

Protestant Hospital, Atlantic City, N.J. 

Railway Hospital, St. Augustine, Fla. 

St. Michael’s Hospital (addition), 
Newark, N. J. 

Jefferson Hospital (addition) Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Non-Sectarian Hosp., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Benton Co. Hospital, Vinton, Ia. 

New Hospital, Independence, Ia. 

New Hospital, Marshfield, Ore. 

Training School for Nurses, Orange, 
N. J. 

Isolation Hospital, Bloomfield, N. J. 


Hospital (addition), 


Municipal Hospital, York, Pa. 

Beth Israel Hospital, Newark, N. J. 
Emergency Hospital, Annapolis, Md. 
Eruptive Hospital, New Albany, Ind. 
Crippled Children’s Hospital, Chicago, 


Lutheran Hospital, La Crosse, Minn. 
Isolation Hospital, Sturgis, Mich. 
Municipal Hospital, Chester, Pa. 
New Hospital, Mitchell, S. D. 
General Hospital (addition) 
caster, Pa. 
Dr. J. P. Strittmatter’s 
Taylorville, N. J. 
Fraternal Hospital, Sacramento, Cal. 
St. Anthony Hospital, (addition), 
Rockford, IIl. 
New Jewish Hospital, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Olean Hospital, Olean, N. Y 
Kellogg Sanitarium, Wichita, Kas. 


Lan- 


sanatorium, 


4il 


Kellogg Sanitarium, Oshkosh, Wis. 

Deaconess Hospital (addition), Grand 
Forks, N. D. 

Dr. C. E. Hill Sanitarium, Portland, 
Ore. 

Dr. W. S. Hunt, Sanitarium, Spring- 
field, O. 

New Hospital, Fort Hall, Utah. 

Workingmen’s Hospital, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Isolation Hospital, La Crosse, Wis. 

Sanitarium (Kellogg), San Diego, Cal. 

S. Pacific Hospital, Houston, Texas. 

Annex to City Hospital, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Consumption Hosp. Brainard, Minn. 

Inebriate Hospital, Cleveland, O. 

Methodist Hospital, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Maternity Hospital, Williamsport, Pa. 

Marine Hospital, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Marine Hospital, Savannah, Ga. 

Dr. J. C. Hoffman’s 
Waukegan, IIl. 

German-Protestant Hospital, Mt. Au- 
burn, O. 

Wells Co. Pest Hospital, Bluffton, Ind. 

City Pest Hospital, Montreal, Can. 

Cameron County Pest Hospital, Em- 
porium, Pa. 

Emergency Hospital, Chicago, III. 

County Eruptive Hosp., Louisville, Ky. 

Swedish Hospital, Minneapolis, Minn. 

New City Hospital, St. Joseph, Mo. 

New Hospital, Ashtabula, O. 

Harlem Hospital, (addition), N. Y. 

Emergency Hospital, Bronx, N. Y. 

Contagious Diseases Hospital, Or- 
ange, N. J. 

Crozer Home for Incurables, (addi- 
tion), Upland, Pa. 

Infant’s Hospital (addition), Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

Homeopathic Free Dispensary Hos- 
pital, Richmond, Va. 


Sanitarium, 


ee eee @ @ 


_The Curnic publishes the practice of medi- 
cine “as she am.”—Dr. F. V. Dotterweich, Ash- 


land, O. 


In leucorrhea the astringent properties of 
hydrastine when given internally bring about 
a cure by giving a tonicity to the tissues. 
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Dr. Rowell’s Sanitarium, Riche Can- 
on, Cal. 

Pest House, Marion, Ill. 

Emergency Hospital, Pittston, Pa. 

Sisters of St. Francis, New Albany, 
Ind. 

St. Barnabas Hospital 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Dr. A. W. Abbott, Hospital, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Children’s Free (new building), Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

Eleanor Moore Hospital, Boone, Iowa. 


(addition), 


St. Louis Hospital, Emmetsburg, 
Tenn. 

G. O. Williams’ Sanitarium, Rock- 
ford, IIl. 


Drs. Stowall & Pillsbury, Needles, Cal. 

Non-sectarian Hospital, Milwaukee. 
Wis. 

Smallpox Hospital, San Francisco, Cal. 

Luther Hospital, St. Paul, Minn. 

Detention Hospital, Missoula, Mont. 

Weltmer Sanatorium, Eau Claire, Wis. 

Iowa Methodist Hospital, Des Moines, 
Towa. 

McKanna 
City, Okla. 

National Jewish Hospital (addition), 
Denver, Colo. 

St. Luke’s Hospital (addition), Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 

Samaritan Hospital (addition), Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Morbonia Hospital, (addition) Dav- 
enport, Lowa. 

Pest House, St. Paul, Minn. 

Benedictine (addition), 


Oklahoma 


Sanatorium, 


Hospital 
Sioux City, Iowa. 
Dr. C. R. PerDue, Huntington, Ind. 
Contagious Ward, City Hospital, St. 
Paul, Minn. 
ee @ 


In metrorrhagia hydrastine is most useful 
to follow up the more quickly acting atropine. 
Do not give too much. 
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Gull Lake, Kalamazoo, Mich. - 

Sisters of St. Joseph, Borgess, Mich. 

Mitchell-Thomas Hospital (new 
building), Springfield, O. 

Sisters of Charity, Springfield, O. 

H. M. King’s Sanitarium, Silver City, 
N. M. 

New Hospital, Clearfield, Pa. 

Dr. Watson’s Sanitarium, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

Sisters of Mercy Sanitarium, Silver 
City, N. M. 

New Hospital, Shamokin, Pa. 

Insane Hospital, Cherokee, Iowa. 

State Feeble-Minded Hosp., Polk, Pa. 

Charity Hosp., Marshalltown, Iowa. 


ww 


Let thy heart be pure, thy mind strong and 
thy manners gentle, and none shall have power 
to resist thee. 


ww 
REGISTRATION OF DEATHS 


The Department of the Interior Cen- 
sus Office, Washington, has sent out its 
Circular of Vital Statistics: No. 71, on 
the Registration of Deaths. This cir- 
cular is designed by the Census Office 
and the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation to “give the necessary additional 
and official impetus to the extension of 
the registration of deaths, into the cities 
and states that are now non-registration 
areas; and also is intended to furnish 


the authorities of states and _ cities 
possessing such systems the most 
authoritative information, to guide 


them towards the goal of national uni- 
formity of systems, methods and _ re- 
sults.” The Committee on Demography 
and Statistics, in their “Sanitary Re- 
lations of the American Public Health 


eee @ 


In the declining stages of gonorrhea and 
when gleet persists from atony of the tissues, 
hydrastine is the remedy. 


Editorial Chat 


,’ 


Association,” at its recent meeting took 
up the subject, and the conclusions were 
briefly as follows: 

1. Deaths must be registered imme- 
diately after their: occurrence, meaning 
before the interment or removal of the 
body. 

2. Certificates of death should be re- 
quired, of prescribed form, including, 
as a minimum requirement, all the data 
necessary for the mortality statistics of 
the U. S. Census. 


3. Burial or removal permits are es- 
sential to the enforcement of the law, 
and no body should be removed from 
the place of death, interred, cremated, 
or otherwise disposed of, unless such ac- 
tion is authorized by burial or removal 
permit, based upon a satisfactory cer- 
tificate of death and signed by the local 
registrar. 

4. Efficient local registrars are neces- 
sary, in each city, village, town or town- 
ship, or other local political district, 
whose duty it should be to receive and 
approve certificates of death and issue 
burial or removal permits for all deaths 
that occur in his jurisdiction, making 
returns to the central registration office 
at a time and manner designated by law. 

5. The responsibility of reporting 
deaths to the local registrar should be 
fixed by law, so that the undertaker or 
other person having charge of the 
interment, removal or other disposition 
of the body, shall be primarily the re- 
sponsible party, under penalty for neg- 
lect. 

6. The central registration office 
should have full control of the local ma- 


413 


chinery and its rules should have the 
effect of law. 

7. The transmission and 
tion of records should be provided for 
in two ways: 

(a). A copy of each record may be 
made by the local registrar; in which 
case the original record will be for- 
warded to the state office. 

(b). 
tained by the local registrar, in which 
case a complete copy should be made 
in permanent form, certified by the local 
registrar and forwarded to the state office. 


preserva- 


The original record may be re- 


8. Penalties should be provided for 
the violation of any of the provisions 
of the law. Each section should specify 
the penalties imposed, which should be 
based upon the importance of its re- 
quirements. “It does not appear prac- 
ticable to draft a complete law that will 
be equally applicable in all states, but it 
is believed that any law framed so as to 
the 
above will prove successful in opera- 
It is very desirable that states 
should adopt uniform methods as far as 
possible, and thus secure the largest 
amount of agreement in the practical 
details of their laws and the results ac- 
complished.” 

The editor of the Ciinic has noted 
with interest the contents of the circu- 


include essential features noted 


tion. 


lar, a synopsis of which is given above. 
A law so much needed should have the 


encouragement and moral support of the 
entire medical profession. 


MMe 


If little wealth, little care; if few favors, 
few to oblige; if no office, few to please. If 
thy lot is lowly, let thy heart be light. 


eee ee e@ @ 


In chronic coryza the persistent use of hy- 
drastine locally and internally will bring 
about a cure. 


available 
effects of 


one of the most 
internal 


‘odoform is 
remedies to secure the 
iodine or of the iodides. 
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CETRARIN. }'* 


From Iceland moss is derived cetrarin, 
or cetraric acid, C'* H'*® O%, an in- 
tensely bitter principle forming hair- 
like needles. The moss is treated with 
petrol-ether, precipitated with potas- 
sium carbonate and purified with hydro- 
chloric acid. Cetrarin is insoluble in 
water, slightly in ether or cold alcohol, 
readily in boiling alcohol, in alkalies and 
their carbonates. 

Merck terms cetrarin a _ hematinic, 
stomachic and expectorant, useful in 
chlorosis, where it increases the number 
of red-blood cells; 


also in incipient 


phthisis, bronchitis, and digestive dis- 
turbances with anemia. 

Dose, 0.1 to 2.0. 

Kobert states that cetraric acid in- 
creases intestinal peristalsis, and aug- 
ments the number of both red and white 
blood-cells, especially when they have 


been diminished by disease. It slightly 
stimulates the central nervous system, 
and increases the secretion of saliva, bile 
and pancreatic fluid. 

In Iceland the moss is employed as a 
prophylactic against elephantiasis. Eck- 
feldt recommended cetraric acid as a 
remedy for hemoptysis, and it has also 
been applied locally for epistaxis and for 
spongy gums. 

As Merck lists cetrarin at 75 cents a 
gram, it is obviously beyond the reach 
of ordinary patients. Nor does it seem 
to be necessary to employ this principle, 
as probably all the benefit it affords will 
accrue from the use of Iceland moss 
as a food. This can be prepared as a 
jelly, flavored to suit the taste, with 
sugar, salt, or lemon; or as a beverage. 
But it is important to know that this 
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rarely used food contains such valuable 
remedial properties. 

In pernicious and intractable forms of 
anemia the cost may be disregarded, and 
this substance may prove most valuable 
at a period when other remedies fail. 

woe oe 


If no one love thee, remember that loving, 
not being loved, makes us human, makes us 
wise and strong. 


MM 
COLDS. 


A famous English doctor once wrote: 
“A chilly man is a sick man.” If that 
is true the percentage of invalids in the 
American public is somewhat appalling. 
Of course such a statement does not 
mean that every man who feels cold is 
seriously ill, but as a matter of fact only 
very exceptional exposure is sufficient 
excuse for a well man’s suffering from 
a cold in any climate to which he is ac- 
customed. If ordinary exposure in this 
climate can make a person uncomfort- 
ably cold, there is something wrong with 
that person’s physical condition or with 
his clothing. 

Taking cold is a matter of temper- 
ature. It is a question of physical con- 
dition. Fatigue causes more colds than 
all the draughts that blow. A draught 
will not harm a man whose nerves and 
circulation are in perfect tone. A man 
goes home, fagged and jaded at the 
end of the day. He goes to an evening 
function in full dress, takes liberties with 
his stomach or nerves; he is chilly, takes 
cold, and swears it was all a matter of 
temperature or draught. If his blood 
was pure, his nerves steady and his di- 
gestion good, the temperature would not 
have mattered. 


eee Cee @ 


In all forms of dry catarrh hydrastine is 
useful if given in doses just sufficient to 
invigorate the weak tissues. 


In all dry skin diseases hydrastine pro- 
motes the cure if very small doses are given, 
and these for very long periods. 





Editorial Chat 


Quite aside from the problem of what 
we call colds, the ordinary sensations of 
cold seldom have an external cause, Their 
cause is internal, The men and women 
who go shivering along on our streets 
in winter weather ought not to be cold, 
unless they have some disease that ex- 
plains their chilliness. They think that 
they can remedy matters by piling on 
heavy clothing. It can’t be done that way. 
Fully three-fourths of our people wear 
too many heavy clothes in cold weather. 
They feel cold, and the only thing they 
think of doing is to put on another 
thickness of flannel. Warm clothing is 
alright, but heavy clothing and the close- 
fitting flannels that are so universally 
worn are an They keep 
the skin from breathing and the moment 
the skin gets out of breath, the owner 
of the skin will be cold, even if he 
wears flannel and fur a foot thick. 

The first plunge into wintry air out of 
a warm house, will always make the 
pores gasp, and drive the blood from 
the surface into the inner fortresses in 
the big veins and arteries, and around 
the vital parts of the body; but, if the 
circulation is good, the reaction will fol- 
low almost immediately, and the blood 
will flow back to the surface with a rush, 
producing a fine tingling glow. 

In order to bring about this happy 
condition, a man must take care of his 
body and encourage his circulation. 

Pure air, wholesome food, plenty of 
exercise, frequent bathing and ventila- 
tion of the skin, and avoidance of swel- 
tering clothes, will put the average man 
where he can defy any winter weather 


this climate can furnish. 
mw 


Let us endeavor to see and to think. 


abomination. 
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SUBSTITUTES FOR NATURE. 


It is now proposed for legislators to 
unite in prohibiting the marriage of de- 
fectives. The medical fraternity feels 
a deep sense of responsibility in the 
matter, and it is well that they do, know- 
ing that the multiplication of the weak 
must incredibly lower the average vital- 
ity of the race. 

But the profession begins to see that 
their humane science is reducing the 
average vigor of the race and hastening 
the inevitable decay of civilization. They 
understand that they are abolishing na- 
ture’s cruel law, of destruction of the 
weak and survival of the strong, and 
their consciences will not allow them to 
rest, without this constant striving to 
put something less cruel but equally ef- 
fective in its place. Nature prevented 
the multiplication of the physically weak 
by trampling the life out of them under 
the feet of the strong. Sometimes she 
varied the process with the mentally 
weak, by causing savage tribes to adore 
them as gods, too exalted to mate with 
mortals. 

The result was the same in both cases. 
The more vigorous of the race bore chil- 
dren, and the average vigor of the whole 
was kept up. Civilization has changed all 
this. The mentally and physically weakare 
neither destroyed nor adored, and unless 
they get into hospitals are left to mate at 
will. The result must be gradual de- 
terioration of the race, unless this mating 
can be stopped. 

But does human experience bear them 
out? Certainly modern civilizations 
have more tenacity and endurance than 
those of the ancient and medieval times, 
before humane safeguards of the weak 
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In all the catarrhal affections of the audi- 
tory apparatus give hydrastine gr. 0.001 seven 
times daily, for several months, 


Over-action of the heart may be quieted 
by hydrastine 0.001 every half hour until the 
organ has been steadied. 
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There are no vital statistics 
But it seems evi- 


appeared. 
for absolute savages. 
dent that unrestrained indulgence in hu- 
man passions does much more to de- 
stroy the vitality of the races than the 
perpetuation of accidental weaknesses. 

Nature’s check remains in the partial 
or complete barrenness of the weak. 
These strains run out in a generation or 
two. There seems more danger in the 
perpetuation of the vicious moral quali- 
ties in the physically vigorous. The real 
social problem would seem to be the pre- 
vention of mating of the criminal classes. 


w Me 


We are in the best school when we have 
learned to convert the daily happenings and 
work into means of education. 


woe ow 


PILOCAR PINE. 


Kinnett (Chi. Med. Times) gives his 
views on pilocarpine. Specific indica- 
tions: Dry, hot skin, dry mouth, pulse 
full and strong, kidney-action deficient, 
patient restless and uneasy. 

With these symptoms in acute rheu- 
matism it is unequaled. Pain is often re- 
It is one of 
the best remedies in labor, with rigid os 
and soft parts. 


lieved in fifteen minutes. 


In most skin diseases, 
especially with hot, dry skin, pilocarpine 
is of benefit. 

In uremic poisoning it is the sheet 
i In alcoholism 
it has a wonderfully sobering effect; the 
improvement in appearance is marvelous. 
It is worth trial for baldness, using lo- 
cally a grain to the ounce of petrolatum, 
and in full doses hypodermically. 


anchor, as an eliminant. 
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In obstinate hiccough it has relieved 
in a single dose. In convulsions it has 


no equal. 
we 


The more noiselessly the machine runs, the 
less the wear; the more silently a man works, 
the less the waste of power. 


we 


V MORPHINE HABIT. 


Lott begins without emptying the 
bowels, and of course has bilious diar- 
rhea. He puts the patient to bed, with 
hyoscine hydrobromate gr. I-100 and 
strychnine nitrate gr. 1-20, following 
with hyoscine gr. 1-200 every 30 to 60 
minutes until the exact dose is found; 
then this is given hourly for 48 hours. 
The patient is closely watched, and 
strychnine, digitalin or glonoin given oc- 
casionally. After 48 hours’ unconscious- 
ness the patient awakes, free. Then pilo- 
carpine gr. % is given, reinforced by 
strychnine, until the skin and kidneys are 
freely eliminating. The diarrhea is 
checked by bismuth and coto. No food 
is given during the hyoscine period, but 
water freely. Delirium is expected. If 
too boisterous, morphine gr. % checks it. 
Then comes the task of rebuilding the 
shattered constitution. 

The first case he quotes took % gr. 
of hyoscine during the first 53 hours, and 
as much more in the next 51 hours; be- 
sides 8 doses gr. 1-100 each, during the 
subsequent treatment, which occupied 5 


days. This was a morphine case, 60 
grains per day. 
The next was a whisky case. He 


took gr. 77-200 of hyoscine in 48 hours, 
then 34 gr. pilocarpine in 22 hours. 
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In functional utero-ovarian ailments due to 
local debility hydrastine is the most enduring 
of tonics. 


The relaxation which gives rise to hemor- 
rhoids is directly remedied by hydrastine in 
small doses long continued. 





Editorial Chat 


The method seems simple and effec- 
tive, but would be materially improved 
by a preliminary emptying and disinfect- 
ing of the alimentary canal. 


mw Me 


The ploughman knows how many acres he 
shall upturn from dawn to sunset ; but the 
thinker knows not what a day may bring forth. 


ww 


HEALTH OF THE NATIONS. 


The men of medicine in America have 
for some years been earnestly advocat- 
ing codperative effort, to bar the gates of 
the nations against the various plagues 
and contagions that have found entrance, 
despite quarantine regulations. An in- 
ternational sanitary commission has been 
proposed, and the first and best oppor- 
tunity to present the proposition to the 
republics of the Western Hemisphere 
was furnished by the Pan-American Con- 
gress, in the City of Mexico. Dr. Wal- 
ter Wyman, supervising surgeon of the 
Marine Hospital service of the United 
States, presented the project in a letter 
prepared in both Spanish and English, 
in which, after speaking of the great 
financial loss and the mortality that re- 
sult from yellow fever and other dis- 
eases that are prevalent in cities where 
no sanitary precautions are taken, 
he showed the efficiency to be obtained 
by a concentrated effort against these 
diseases, by the governments of North 
and South America. He suggested that 
harbors receive improvements in sanita- 
tion, sewers be laid, the soil drained, the 
streets paved, and the buildings be 
purged of infection. 

To accomplish all these necessary 
measures, he proposed that an interna- 
tional sanitary commission be elected, to 


ee @ @ 


In all relaxed conditions of the skin and 
of the mucous membranes, helenin is useful 
though slow in getting to work. 
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consist of five members, each from a @f- 
ferent country. The Bureau of American 
Republics should appoint these men for 
a period of one year. That they may be 
able to view questions for decision in 
all lights, one shall be a diplomat, one 
a lawyer, one a physician and sanitarian, 
one a sanitary engineer, and the fifth a 
commercial representative. Whenever 
the five are investigating any seaport or 
town, there shall be added to this num- 
ber two representatives of the nation in 
which the investigation is being held, 
who are to be appointed by the president 
of the nation. These, of course, are to 
The 


salaries and expenses of the seven are to 


serve only in their own republics. 


be paid through the Bureau, which shall 
determine the salaries, audit accounts, 
and divide the expenses among the gov- 
ernments entering into the agreement. 

The duties of the international com- 
mission shall be briefly as follows: By 
an inquiry of a commercial and statis- 
tical character, the five shall determine 
upon a list of cities to be visited to im- 
prove the sanitary conditions ; to visit the 
cities in order of greatest commercial 
necessity, and make a report on the san- 
itary measures considered 
One copy of the report shall be sent at 
once to the president of the republic in 
which was held the investigation, the 
other filed at the Bureau of American Re- 
publics. 

It shall be the duty of 
ident receiving the report to take such 
action as is in his power, to put into 
operation the measures recommended by 
the seven commissioners. One year from 
the date of the report, it shall be the duty 
of the Bureau to ascertain if the said 
measures have been carried out, as sug- 
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necessary. 


the pres- 


Helenin is one of the best remedies in the 
list of glucosides for a place upon the trial 
list. Try it out. 
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gested by the committee of the seven; 
if not, it shall be the duty of the bu- 
reau to notify the nations in the agree- 
ment, and each of the nations shall im- 
mediately impose upon the vessels com- 
ing from said port additional taxes and 
duties upon specific imports, and at cer- 
tain percentages above the import duties 
imposed upon vessels not under the ban. 


we 
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These taxes and duties shall be imposed 
until the sanitary work has been com- 
pleted. 

The United States has been much like 
a householder, whose neighbor main- 
tains a nuisance of uncleanliness and a 
menace to health. This International 
Bureau of Health should be a solution to 
the difficulty. 


MM 


A LITTLE of EVERYTHING EDITORIALLY SUBMITTED. 


Sickness costs the U. S. nearly three 
billions a year. 
ve 
Leroy is now engaged in the decen- 
nial revival of arsenic as a cancer cure. 
w 
Japan has a new tapeworm, four 
inches broad and thirty-five feet long. 
ve 
Prof. Scheffer, a pioneer in pepsin 
manufacture, died at Louisville, Jan. 22, 
aged 9o years. 
we 
Denver has lost two of her 
promising physicians, Drs. J. T. 
ridge and Clayton Parkhill. 
we 
Dr. A. H. Warren 
La Grange, charged with false pretense, 
dismissed, and rearrested for felony. 
Yd 
Rabies is epidemic in the dogs -of 
McKean Co., Pa. Several persons have 
been bitten. The dogs are being muz- 
zled or shot. 


most 
Esk- 


was arrested at 


be 4 
Funny! The East Orange Hospital 
is enjoined from receiving smallpox 
cases, on the ground that it endangers 
the Orphan Asylum. 
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Helonin is a valuable remedy in atonic 
states of the genital apparatus of both sexes; 
dose 0.01 every hour or two. 


Philadelphia now has to vaccinate her 
slums by force. Bad management. 
New York now has 150 vaccinators on 
duty, at $100 a month each. 

se 

England never reissues a bank-note 
once returned, but issues a clean, new 
one instead. The U. S. Treasury does 
this whenever requested, or when a note 
is returned ragged or dirty. 

ve 

There are more ways to civilize sav- 
ages than whisky and gunpowder. In 
New Guinea some white children intro- 
duced whooping-cough, and it is rapidly 
reducing the population to zero. 

wg 

Now isn’t it drawing the color line 
rather closely, when Kansas City pro- 
poses to have two sets of wagons, to 
carry whites and blacks to the smailpox 
hospital? How about police vans? And 
hearses ? 

ye 

Do you ever think, when you lick a 
postage stamp, of how many dirty hands 
have contributed to its stock of mi- 
crobes? The Lancet says blood-poison- 
ing has been traced to stamp-licking. 
Take a little more trouble. 
ee @ 


In all relaxed conditions of the urinary 


apparatus, enuresis, dribbling of urine, helonin 


is an effective remedy. 





REPORT ON MATERIA MEDICA. 
By C. F. Wahrer, M. D. 


Report on Materia Medica made to the lowa State Medical Society. 


CCORDING to a time-honored 
custom, the chairman of a medi- 
cal section must write 
called a report ; I bow to the in- 


a paper, 


evitable and present you with this re- 
port on Materia Medica. A chairman 
is supposed to be omniscient on things 
medical, and this chair is supposed 
to know all things new on Materia 
Medica, all the new remedies and dis- 
coveries, and he is also expected to make 
wise remarks and suggestions for the 
good of medical practitioners. 

But new remedies, both useful and use- 
less, are becoming more numerous than 
the sands of the sea, yea, coal tar is their 
name, and that name is legion, and like 
a certain legion of old have entered into 
many commercially-inclined manufac- 
tures, plague take them! hope they may 
some of them rush down into the sea, 
like some of their ancestors and get 
drowned befoie they invent any more. 
All these new remedies have the same 
claim: namely they are harmless, cause 
no depression like their predecessors, and 


are sure-cures for all ills of man. Every 
wide-awake doctor who is still searching 
for the much desired specifics, knows that 
many of these new remedies, that are 
brought to our notice under fanciful, and 
often bizarre names, are but combina- 
tions in varying proportions of remedies 
well-known and often tried, and fre- 
quently found useful, and just as often 
useless, if not harmful. For instance, 


how many variations, both chemical and 
mechanical, are on the market of the 


now well known Acetanilid? I am justi- 
fied in saying, hundreds of them,and hav- 
once well in hand the physiologic ac- 
tion of this well defined drug, which is 
cheap, and reliable when properly ap- 
plied, what is the use of worrying your 
brains with all the congeners and sub- 
stitutes ? 

I well remember a medical friend of 
mine, who was so confuse, that once 
looking over his buggy case, I found 
both Acetanilid and Antifebrin snugly 
side by side. He was no little surprised 
when I told him of their identity. And 
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what not of Antipyrin, Phenacetin, Am- 
monol, Exalgin, Phenatidin, Thermol, 
Thermolin, Antikamnia, 
Analgesin, and a hundred more to make 
your head swim. Aside from these many 
coal-tar derivatives, there are many other 
discoveries, some useful, others useless 
and expensive. A few of the more use- 
ful I desire to mention. Chloretone, dur- 
ing the last few years brought forward 
by Parke, Davis & Co., and discovered 
by one of their chemists, Mr. Aldrich, 
from whom I received advance speci- 
mens, is a splendid and safe hypnotic 
in certain cases, producing refreshing, 
dreamless sleep, in 5 to 20-grain doses 
without the dangers and after-effects 
of chloral, such as depression of the 
respiratory center and the heart. It has 
also since proved a local anesthetic and 
antiseptic dressing of wounds, burns and 
urethral surgery, and in connection with 
suprarenal gland extract makes a local 
astringent and hemostatic. Wilcox, of 
New York, has had excellent results with 
Chloretone in all its phases of usefulness, 
and I think this drug has come to stay. 

In this connection, I may as well speak 
of the extract of suprarenal glands, 
which many therapeutists are now using 
with splendid results, especially as a 
hemostatic, a scatterer of congestion or 
hyperemia, both by internal adminis- 
Fen- 
ton B. Turck uses it much in gastroin- 
testinal therapeutics where it shows de- 
cided action worthy of trial in numer- 
ous fields. Here again one of the chem- 
ists of Parke, Davis & Co., has dis- 
tinguished himself, namely, Dr. Jokichi 
Takamine, the discoverer of Taka-dias- 
tase, in isolating the alkaloid of supra- 


Lactophenin, 


tration as well as applied locally. 
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renal gland substance, which he has 
given the name of Adrenalin, a fine gray- 
ish white powder which, when mixed 
with various acids, produces various 
salts. A_ solution of 1-10,000 of the 
hydrochlorate dropped into the eye, so 
blanched the organ as to permit of a 
bloodless operation lasting several 
minutes. Under its topical use I re- 
moved numerous nasal polypi without 
the usual hemorrhage following. This 
shows remarkable power and will cer- 
tainly prove a useful addition to our 
Materia Medica. 

Heroin, a derivative of morphine, is 
now found useful in all cases where 
codeine was used in spasmodic coughs, 
pains in chest and catarrhal inflamma- 
tions of the respiratory tract. Besides 
being effective, it is cheap, quite an ad- 
vantage over codeine. 

Nirvanin is in certain cases a local 
anesthetic, used much in dentistry, on 
mucous membranes, but especially when 
injected by the Schleich method, under 
which I opened the abdomen and evacu- 
ated a large abscess, the patient remain- 
ing conscious and without any pain. 

Orthoform is another such drug, es- 
pecially useful as a topical anesthetic in 
painful throat affections, such as quinsy, 
laryngeal phthisis, wounds, burns and 
similar lesions. Both these drugs, when 
compared with cocaine, are practically 
non-poisonous, and in even attenuated 
solutions are antiseptic. Nirvanin is 
only from 1-30 to I-10 as poisonous as 
cocaine and not as tricky as that devilish 
drug. While talking about it I may as 
well suggest to use Holecain, in place 
of cocaine, which is just as good an eye 
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Helonin is said to be especially effective 
when melancholy attends relaxation of the 
genito-urinary apparatus. 


Even in complete prolapses of the uterus 
the tonifying effects of helonin are manifested. 
Dose 0.01 every hour. 
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anesthetic and does not do damage to the 
epithelium as the former. 

Euquinine is one of the many new 
forms of quinine now claiming atten- 
tion, and in pediatrics especially is use- 
ful, requiring from one-fourth to one- 
half more in dosage than the sulphate, 
yet being perfectly tasteless, and being 
easy on the digestive organs, fully merits 
its fanciful name, While speaking of 
quinine, it is a wonder why the pro- 
fession still uses the insoluble and indi- 
gestible sulphate of quinine, when the 
bisulphate, being now the same price 
and soluble in eight parts of water, easy 
to digest and in every way more accept- 
able to the stomach, can be given to far 
better advantage and with better results. 
The same advantage may be claimed for 
the hydrochlorate. Try it and see how 
much better you and your patients will 
like it. 

Our medical and pharmacal nomen- 
clature, on account of the many new 
products, both chemical and medicinal, 
is leading us all a merry dance, often 
exceedingly intricate. Among the new 
drugs finding favor is one called methy- 
lene blue. This is useful in urinary in- 
flammations, urethritis, simple and spe- 
cific, and cystitis, 
local as well as constitutional. But be 
careful you do not confound this with 


especially in chronic 


methyl violet, often called pyoktanin, or 
with a third product called methyl blue, 
which is seldom used and only locally. 
Carelessness on the part of a druggist 
who thought all three synonymous, nearly 
cost me the life of one of my patients. 
The druggist was not entirely to blame, 
as a casual reading of the Dispensatory 
and many works on Materia Medica 
would give one that idea. 
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I addressed a letter of inquiry to Dr. 
John V. Shoemaker who the 
subject in a confusing manner, but he 
did not have the courtesy to answer 
me. Many other works say nothing. It 


alike, 


handles 


is a pity such names, almost 
should be in use. Merck’s 
very exact on this and I would advise 


Index is 


every doctor to own one of these use- 
ful books. A letter of inquiry addressed 
to Merck brought a very courteous and 
clear answer. 
doctor as well as a druggist should never, 
never, be careless, 

I wish to pay my respects to spinal 
anesthesia, just enough to warn you not 


But here is a moral, a 


to be carried away by this pyrotechnic 
Wait till you see the death-roll 
and do be cautious. 


affair, 
It seems some doc- 
tors can't be happy until they have re- 
ported a lumbar puncture. Already 
warning notes come back not only as 
failures, but as direct harm to patient. 
My greatest hope is for painless child- 
birth 
not be hasty. 


from this procedure, but let us 


I will say just enough about Alkaloidal 
medication which is not just always Alk- 
aloidal, that it deserves more of our at- 
tention and less of our sneers, unless we 
are hopelessly committed to shot-gun 
medication, using uncertain missiles at 
uncertain distances, with the uncertain 
hope that something may do some good. 
In this connection, I want to speak em- 
phatically on the subject of standard- 
ization and uniformity of strength of all 
our medical products, a subject I will 
especially discuss in a paper for this 
section at the June meeting of the Ameri- 
Medical Association, at St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Many manufacturers such 
as Merck in Germany and Parke, Davis 


can 
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Iodoform in over-doses causes headache. 
irritability, insomnia, loss of memory and it is 
said even mental disorders. 


In albuminuria with free discharge of albu 
min and relaxation give helonin 0.01 every 
hour, until the discharge lessens. 
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& Co., in the United States, are offering 
us articles tending to uniformity and of 
standard strength; so when we prescribe 
a fluid extract or tincture of a given 
dose, we can expect similar results of 
the same dose when administered some 
other time. You are aware that some 
fluid extracts of ergot are twenty times as 
strong as some others, some belladonna 
preparations, from four to one-hundred 
times as strong as others, some of can- 
nabis Indica, from two to fifty times as 
strong as others? I could go on this 
way for the rest of the day and then not 
exhaust the list. This is not ideal, ts it? 


Does morphine vary in strength? Does 
strychnine? Does calomel or corrosive 
bichloride? You know they don’t! When 
we think that our markets are flooded 
with weak and useless preparations, it 
becomes us to be discriminating, and 
certainly use only the best, and that 


only. Why worry your brains with diag- 
nosis, differential, microscopic, chemical, 
by auscultation, palpation, percussion, 
physical and metaphysical, and then lose 
your patient on account of some worth- 
less drug that is foisted upon you by 
unscrupulous manufacturers? The dirty 
vampires! Hell is too good a place 
for them! It makes my gall flow 
in spurts, when I allow myself to 
think of it. Can you do nothing to 
check this evil? Yes, you can. You 
can refuse their dirty treacle, and order 
only the best, it’s cheap enough, and use 
alkaloids whenever you can. You all 
know morphine, codeine, dionin and 
heroin are better than the uncertain 
opium from which they are made, as 
well as quinine and the other cinchona 
alkaloids are superior to the bark from 
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which they are manufactured, and so on 
with hundreds of others. 

And now I want to say something 
about the polypharmacal evil—the semi- 
secret, semi-proprietary octopus that has 
nearly all of us in one or the other of its 
slimy arms. This is an evil under the 
sun that even Solomon in all his glory 
knew nothing of. The wily manufac- 
turer of hand-organ therapeutics, who 
has ready-made cures, in pills, tablets, 
elixirs and compounds to offer you; the 
formula for many of which he even has 
the effrontery to withhold, sends his wily 
oily sample friend to your office, and 
leaves you samples of Antikamnia, Sa- 
tyria, Dioviburnia, Scott’s Emulsion, 
Santal Midy—and other clap-trap, anti- 
febrilin, anti-phthisin, anti-bronchiline, 
anti-tussin, anti-typhoidine, and, in fact, 
any anti you can think of. And this is 
not the worst. That is to come. The 
suckers bite, they rise to a naked hook 
from the end of which hangs a machine 
made anti-something. In a day or two, 
the druggists are besieged with patients 
who have prescriptions calling for the 
new anti—while the druggist curses long, 
big, black oaths, that would look bad in 
a society report, so I forbear. And what 
is this mess of pottage that this Jacob 
offers us for our birth-right? Nothing 
but a combination of well-known drugs 
in some other menstruum or aromatics. 
[ saw on a druggist’s shelf lately nine 
different substitutes for Listerine, each 
called for by a different doctor. And pray 
what is Listerine that it should be sub- 
stituted and sophisticated? Is it any 
better than a solution of boric acid for 
all the uses it is recommended? Oh 
these wily manufacturers! They would 
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In gastric catarrh with irritability of the 
stomach and dilatation, helonin with proper 
diet will accomplish a cure. 


Helonin may be pushed up to one gram a 
day but such a dose is rarely required. 
Usual dose 0.01 every half to one hour. 
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graft a strawberryvine upon a milk- 
weed, and make you think you could 
raise strawberries and cream. 

Just think how many kinds of iron, 
especially the organic forms, are offered 
now, and yet do you have anything of- 
fered that is of more service than the 
Blaud’s Mass? Why,  Liebermeister 
made his great reputation with this form 
of iron. What better do you want? But 
this is not the worst, worse comes. For 
a while they are somewhat ethical, they 
get the profession to boom their goods, 
then they advertise them in the maga- 
zines, daily paper, right among early in- 
discretions and lost manhood, then how 
do you feel? Yes, you helped to do it. 

Stop it. Study your Materia Medica, 
your National Formulary, the Dispensa- 
tory and the Pharmacopeia and your 
other texts, and see how much brighter 
a practitioner you are in two years from 
now. Free yourselves from the slavery 
of machine-made and hand-organ thera- 
peutics, and instead of being simply a 
purveyor to some manufacturing house, 
you are a free and scientific practitioner 
of medicine, than whom there is nobody 
better. 

Now a word as to medical Nihilism 
and Optimism. Many physicians be- 
come Nihilists or Pessimists on account 
of the many failures they have from 
drugs—the reasons lie in much I have 
already said—they put their faith in in- 
ert, useless preparations and also in nos- 
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trums, which promise much to a lazy 
man and fulfill little. The Optimist puts 
too much faith in drugs for ailments that 
drugs cannot alone cure; we must look 
farther, to hygiene, electricity, surgery, 
hydro-therapeutics, 
tetics, 


massage and die- 
One word more, and I have done; it 
is this: I am sure the profession does not 
value as they should Eliminative Medica- 
tion. We will now hear the papers of 
the gentlemen who were so good as to 
write for me. 
Fort Dodge, Iowa. 
—:0:— 
It must be borne in mind that the 
CLinic is not responsible for the views 
of its contributors; and that no libertics 
could be taken, in the way of alte:ing 
the text, with a society report especialy. 
This, in forecast of criticism of some 
expressions of Prof. Wahrer, which are 
sure to come. For years this strong 
teacher of therapeutics has been earn- 
estly advocating the doctrine we have 
also striven so hard to inculcate, that 
physicians should do their own think- 
ing, formulate their own prescriptions, 
be the doctor themselves, and not sim- 
ply the purveyor of the 
“Jackal” to run cases to the city special- 


drugs or 


ist. Like Emerson, we want no dis- 
ciples; we want those to whom our mes- 
sage comes, to themselves take up the 
work and carry it forward, far beyond 
our point of “farthest vet.”—Ep. 
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DEATH OF PROF. BURGGRAEVE. 
By Thomas Linn, M. D. 


The death of Professor Burggreve 
took place January 10, 1902. He was 
born October 8, 1806, therefore was 95 


years and three months of age. 
he was 


In 1823 
entered at the University of 
Gand, Belgium, where he died, and lived 
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Hydrangin is especially effective in catarrh 
of the bladder, accompanying gravel. Dose 
0.01 every two hours. 


Hydrangin is a tonic to the kidneys and 
is believed to have the power of arresting 
calculous deposits or dissolving them. 
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most of his life. In 1826 he was hospi- 
tal interne, and prosector in 1828. He 
was a great anatomist at this time, and 
in 1834 he was put in charge of the 
chair of Comparative Anatomy. This 
he changed to Human Anatomy later, 
and after a short time got the chair 
of Surgery in place of Professor Ver- 
beeck. 

For a number of years he practised 
surgery, up to 1868, over thirty-five 
years, when he took his leave of the col- 
lege. His works on surgery were and 
are still well known in Belgium, and 
were very numerous. 

At this time of his life, when most 
men would have thought of taking a 
rest, Burggreve took up Dosimetric 
medicine. He first published what he 
called “Medicine Atomistique,” with Dr. 
Mandi. But fearing that this looked like 
homeopathy, he published “The New 
Guide to Dosimetric Medicine.” He 
stated then, that Hahnemann had in mind 
to oppose his Similia to the Contraria of 
the Allopathists, as he had seen that the 
massive remedies caused a fever that 
seemed to be the same as a natural one, 
and that disappeared with the cessation 
of the drugs. 

Dosimetry did not need any mystical 
ideas. Its drugs are seen objectively 
and subjectively. The resistance to the 
method, as chemistry can make the quan- 
tity and quality analyses, is only to be 
explained by the reasons of personal in- 
terest or vanity. Truth will avail, no 
matter what opposes; and Burggrzeve 


lived to see his ideas very largely taken 
up in many countries. 


The regular pro- 
fession can have no reason for not us- 
ing sure drugs, and the irregulars do it 
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in secret. Many of the regular profes- 
sion in France use the alkaloids, and do 
not mention the fact as anything special 
to their patients; and there is a strong 
set, both under Chas. Chanteaud and 
Numa Chanteaud, who do nothing but 
alkaloidal medication and therapeutics. 

It was a pity that the separation be- 
tween Dr. Burggrzve’s first chemist and 
himself came about, and some have re- 
proached the master for this matter. It 
was a personal quarrel that his active 
nature could not help, and may possibly 
have delayed the more prompt success 
of his method. ; 

There are at present two Medical So- 
cieties, which meet in Paris for the Dosi- 
metric discussion of therapeutics, and 
there has been a division between them. 
It is possible that the death of Profes- 
sor Burggreve may in time unite them. 

Dr. Burggreve had been quite well 
for his age up to within a few days of 
his death. He was rather weak, but did 
not suffer, and apparently passed away 
without pain, and rather suddenly at 
the last. He had said that he felt sure 
of going beyond the hundred, with the 
aid of the Triad and seidlitz, but it was 
not to be. It is to be hoped that, now 
that he has gone, the regular professors 
of medicine will give their adhesion to 
alkaloidal medicine, as a great aid; and 
adopt that part of Burggrzve’s prin- 
ciples that will certainly remain after 
him. 

Nice and Aix-les-Bains. 

—:0:— 

How long a time has elapsed since 
Burggreve first introduced Dosimetry. 
How many “fads” have come and gone, 
occupying the attention of the profession 
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Hydrangin rapidly relieves irritability of 
the bladder or of the urethra and clears up 
the remains of catarrhs. 


While hydrangin is usually used for vesi- 
cal catarrhs it is effective in the decline 
of respiratory catarrhs. 

















for a time and dropped into oblivion. 
Meanwhile, with the utmost slowness, 
this movement was gathering strength, 
until now, after a third of a century, it 


Leading Articles 


425 


commands the thoughtful consideration 
of every practician of medicine who is 
not too encrusted to allow mental ex- 
pansion.—Ep. 


ww ww 
BER BERINE. 
By William F. Waugh, M. D. 


a is the 
aati most universally dif- 
fused alkaloid in the 
plant world. It is 
found in a multitude 
of plants such as 
columbo, the Berber- 
idiz, Menispermaceze 
Ononaceze, Ranuncu- 
lacee, Papaveracez, 
Rutacexe, and Czsal- 
pine. Many of these 
plants have acquired 
repute as tonics, antiperiodics and astrin- 
gents, etc., the larger part of the credit 
being justly due to the berberine con- 
tained. 

The formula of berberine is C,, H,, 
NQ,. It is closely related to papaverine, 
narcotine and hydrastine. It forms yel- 
lowish needles, insoluble in cold, solu- 
ble in hot water, and in alcohol, insolu- 
ble in ether. Solutions are yellow, and 
very bitter. The salts are golden yellow. 
The acetate and phosphate are most sol- 
uble. They are more soluble in pure 
than in acidulated water. 

Berberine is found in the bowels, even 
when given subcutaneously, but not in 
the urine. Its principal action is on the 
central nervous system (Falck), first 
paralyzing the automatic centers, then 
the spinal cord. In rabbits hypodermic 
injections of 0.1 of berberine sulphate 
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cause death with paralysis of the hind 
legs, convulsions, falling of temperature, 
diarrhea, and weakening heart and res- 
piration. Death is due to asphyxia, from 
paralysis of the respiratory center. If 
not promptly fatal, albuminuria occurs, 
the renal epithelium becomes swollen 
and turbid, even fatty. But 0.8 given 
by the stomach is not fatal, but simply 
causes diarrhea, sometimes vomiting, 
tremor, rapid pulse and breathing and 
weakness. Repeated administration pro- 
In- 
creased peristalsis is noted even when 
berberine is given subcutaneously or in- 


duces anorexia and loss of weight. 


fatal cases 
the latter is strongly contracted. The 
spleen is contracted by berberine (Falck), 
and (Fellner). Small 
doses lessen the irritability of the vagus 


jected into the bowel. In 


also the uterus 
and slightly hasten the pulse, followed 
speedily by slowing, as the excito-motor 
ganglia’s irritability is exhausted (Mar- 
fori). Fatality is due to heart-exhaus- 
tion. Small doses do not influence the 
blood-pressure but large ones lower it 
decidedly. 

3erberine stops the movements of the 
leucocytes, while the red corpuscles be- 
come granulated and their contents di- 
minished, the union of the oxygen with 
the hemoglobin becoming firmer. 

Recovery from effects of overdoses of 
berberine is slow. The rapidity of the 
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The glucoside hydrangin may be given up 
to 0.02 in twenty-four hours, the concentration 
hydrangin up to 2-0 daily. 


Hydrastine is a bitter tonic, slow in action 
but very effective; full dose 0.01 before 
meals and on going to bed. 
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pulse appears to be due to paralysis of 
the cardiac inhibitory nerve-ends, and to 
the attendant fall of vascular tension; 
this effect being exerted on the vaso- 
motor centers as well as on the heart. 
Very strong solutions exert an effect up- 
on bacteria and upon the leucocytes an- 
alogous to that of quinine. 

Berberine is in part excreted by the 
kidneys unchanged, the rest being broken 
up in the (Cushny). Brunton 
says that doses of 1.0 (gr. 15) in man, 
taken by the stomach, cause only slight 
colicky pains and diarrhea. It les-+ 
sens the oxidation of the blood. 

Berg took 3.6 (gr. 55) of berberine 
without any inconvenience, so that in 
man this agent is not lethal in any dose 
likely to be taken. 

Many plants containing berberine have 
become popular ; columbo as a simple bit- 
ter tonic, hydrastis as an astringent bit- 
ter, fraxinus as a contractor of tumors, 
xanthoxylon as a stimulant to unhealthy 
ulcers, etc. When there is a lack of 
tonicity in the intestines, with constipa- 
tion or passive laxation, berberine is in- 


body 


dicated. It has recently been highly 
recommended in enlargement of the 
spleen. Curci praises it in chronic dys- 


entery and gastro-intestinal catarrhs, 
while Beil advises it in infants’ diarrheas. 

Fellner used it in menorrhagia, Mag- 
gioranit and others in chronic malaria, 
Vehsemeyer in leukemia. In menor- 
rhagia berberine acts only by contract- 
ing the uterine tissue, especially in sub- 
involution and is less effective than hy- 
drastine, which is still inferior to hyd- 
rastinine. 

Shoemaker recommends berberine as 
an injection in gonorrhea; as a remedy 
for dyspepsia, malaria and atonic diar- 
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rhea. He attributes to it tonic, antipy- 
retic, antiperiodic and cholagog proper- 
ties. 

Macchiavelli and Reil testify also to 
its value in malaria, giving 0.12 to 1.0 
(gr. 2—15) during the remission. Las- 
carato states that the contraction of the 
spleen caused by berberine is so power- 
ful that over-doses cause rupture of that 
organ, with fatal hemorrhage. If the 
spleen is degenerated there is no action. 
This shows the radical difference between 
berberine, a contractor of connective and 
muscular tissue, and ergotin and digita- 
lin, contractors of blood-vessels. Ber- 
berine is useless in hemorrhages. The 
difference between the latter and quinine 
is also shown by the access of fever fol- 
lowing the contraction of the spleen; for 
the parasites are thereby simply ex- 
truded into the blood, not killed. There- 
fore, the treatment of malaria should in- 
clude berberine to force the parasites out 
of the spleen into the circulation, and 
quinine and arsenic to destroy them. 

The maximum dose of berberine in 
malaria is 1.0 in 24 hours; but usually 
it suffices to give 0.01 (gr. I-6) every 
waking hour. In other maladies 0.001 
every hour is sufficient; for berberine is 
emphatically a remedy for prolonged ad- 
ministration in chronic maladies, in mini- 
mal doses. Thus given, its effects are 
notably persistent, sure and uniform. 

Looking upon berberine as a stimulator 
of peristalsis and a contractor of relaxed 
atonic tissues, it has been extensively 
advised during the past year in cases 
where the relaxation, atony or defective 
contractility of the tissues seemed to be 
a bar to the restoration of health. The 
results have justified the high expecta- 
tions based on this agent.- It deserves 
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Hydrastine is an effective hepatic stimulant, 
especially when the liver is enlarged as a 
result of heart-disease. 


When iodism results from o.o1 of iron 
iodide you feel very glad indeed you did not 
give the usual big dose. 
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to rank among the most certain and gen- 
erally useful of “condition-remedies,” if 
I may be allowed to coin an expression, 
at our command. It is very slow in 
manifesting its effects, but once secured, 
they are permanent. In employing ber- 
berine to reduce dilatation of the stomach 
the diet should be carefully regulated 
and the stomach never allowed to be dis- 
tended by overfilling or chilled by iced 
drinks. It seems that an agent so fre- 
quently met and in such generous pro- 
portions, ought to be furnished by the 
chemists at a better price; and if its 
use continues to increase, it will un- 
doubtedly become cheaper. But the best 
effects are obtained from small doses 
long continued, so that the unavoidable 
expense is well distributed. 

The property of contracting tissue 
points to several other uses to which ber- 
berine could be put. Dilatation of the 
stomach has in many hands responded 
admirably to its influence, with special 
care taken never to allow the stomach 
to be distended by food, or to be chilled 
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by cold drinks. However, these precau- 
tions avail much in gastric dilatation, 
even without berberine; so that it is un- 
certain how much benefit really is at- 
tributable to the latter. 

But in dilatation of the heart, without 
fatty degeneration, the use of berberine 
in conjunction with strict limitation of 
the use of fluids, is a far more rational 
procedure than the routine administra- 
tion of digitalis. And in the enlarge- 
ment of the liver that attends the ad- 
vanced stages of valvular cardiac mala- 
dies, we have a field peculiarly fitted for 
berberine. If this drug contracts the 
liver as energetically as it does the 
spleen, its use would be exceedingly 
valuable here. 

Granting berberine the place it seems 
to fill, that of inducing contraction of 
connective tissue, many practical applica- 
tions of this principle can be made. For 
instance, in goiter—but I have _ said 
enough. 
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Chicago, IIl. 


ww wm me 
PROSPECTIVE TWENTIETH CENTURY THERAPY.* 
By Wilber Fiske Sterman, M. D. 


T SEEMS most be- 
“= “= I fitting that in its 
“\first appearance the 
journal whose mis- 


litherapy, should be 
filled with subjects 


in Nature and pref- 
atory in character. 
That active princi- 
ple therapy is the 
therapy of the future, no thoroughly 
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conversant and unbiased practician or 
pharmacist will deny, yet the principle 
is at present comparatively in its in- 
fancy. 

The medical and surgical advance- 
ment during the past two decades has 
been such that to practise either to-day 
as they were practised twenty years ago 
would subject the culprit to a certainty 
of conviction in a malpractice suit, and 
a penalty befitting the crime. 

Marked as has been the advancement 
in other lines, the advance in therapeutic 


* The Therapeutic Advance. 
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Tremendous irritation sometimes follows 
the use of iron or other iodides in very sus- 
ceptible persons, 


Torpor, depression, melancholy and inactiv- 
ity, especially with insomnia, call for hyoscine 
hydrobromate. 
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precision is well apace and rapidly pro- 
gressive toward a more unitarian stand- 
ard of efficacy. 
of every drug is dependent upon one or 


The physiological action 


more active principles and the therapeu- 
tic efficiency is in direct proportion to the 
amount of alkaloid contained, therefore 
the amount of active principle or alka- 
loid contained in every drug is 2 meas- 
ure of power of its therapeutic cap- 
abilities. 

Various drugs contain 
principles in combination 
therapeutically directly opposed to each 
other, and which when given in com- 
bined form may evenly offset each other 
and thereby constitute a therapeutic non- 
entity, while the one we do not want may 
be in excess and produce directly oppo- 
site results from those so urgently de- 


Ab- 


active 


many active 


which are 


sired and physiologically indicated. 
stracting and separating these 
principles from the crude material, com- 
bined with their therapeutical classifica- 
tion and application to physiological de- 
mands, is one of the most far-reaching 
of the many modern therapeutic advance- 
ments. By this means we are not only 
enabled to choose the proper medication 
for any given case, but at the same time 
we are protected against the action of 
any incongruous 
physiological or chemical incompatibili- 


conglomeration of 


ties. 

Not one physician in ten to-day prac- 
tises alkaloidal therapy to any great ex- 
tent, yet by the use of cocaine, morphine, 
atropine, caffeine and strychnine they 
show an appreciation of the principle in- 
volved in so far as they are acquainted 
with its superiority, and while they are 
pleased to call us “Alkaloidal Cranks” 
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we in turn wonder why they do not re- 
alize the fact that it is but a broader 
conception of this fundamental principle 
and that it is only a matter of time when 
they must all come into the fold. 

What antisepticism is to surgery, alka- 
lometry is to medicine, its future. 

Let the unbeliever look over Merck’s 
monthly reports and note the alkaloids 
that have been separated from their 
chemical bases and inept affinities; let 
him note the divorces in chemical house- 
holds of physiological incompatibility and 
then draw his own honest deductions. 
Let him step into the best pharmacies 
and inquire if alkalometry is not the 
coming medication, and then make room 
for him and let him climb into the “band 
wagon” and come along with us and help 
us substitute physiology for empiricism, 
certainty for uncertainty, success for 
failure and life for death. 

Every tree and root and shrub and 
leaflet, and every opening blossom will 
be called upon in the near future to 
render an account of its different con- 
stituents, its active principle therapy, 
while mineralogy must in turn throw off 
its mask and turn to usefulness every 
life-saving principle it contains. 

The work is only in its infancy, yet 
with plenty of food in store for its 
healthy development, what must it be 
ere the close of the present century? 
No detailed explanatory theory is needed. 
The work is already well past the theo- 
retical stage and will be pushed rapidly 
on to therapeuti¢ perfection. 

When once established on a therapeu- 
tic basis, once fully understood and com- 
prehended by the rank and file of the pro- 
fession, the alkaloids will have as ef- 


eee @ ee & 


The average dose of hyoscine hydrobromate 
is gr. 1-100. Better give gr. 1-1000 every ten 
minutes until effect. 


In treating the morphine habit Lott gives 
hyoscine hydrobromzte gr. I-100 every half 
hour, up to gr. 4 in two days: 
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fectually displaced the crude drug, as has 
electricity the horse-car, the mill the 
hand-loom, steam the freighters’ wagon 
and the self-binder the primitive sickle of 
our ancestors. 

May we not look forward to an era 
of progression in medical lines during 
the present century fully epace with the 
progress made during the past two dec- 
ades? If not, why not? 

With our recent advancement in the 
etiology and pathology of various forms 
of diseases may we not look forward 
hopefully to the application of perfected 
prophylactic and therapeutic principles, to 
a more universal education of the laity to 
their individual welfare and thereby aid 
in throttling the worst forms of disease 
at the threshold of the home? 

May we not hope for a better knowl- 
edge of the etiology prevention and cure 
of all forms of cancer, particularly if it 
is of parasitic origin as is now claimed 
by some enthusiastic writers, and may 
we not generalize instead of specify, 
and see this knowledge apply to every 
form of affliction of the human race, 
and particularly may we hope to see this 
apply to many of the so-called incurable 
diseases of the cerebrospinal and sympa- 
thetic nervous system and have senility be 
the primary factor in every death. By iso- 
lation stamp leprosy and the plague and 
all other pestilences from the face of the 
earth, and by humane international reci- 
procity dispel the pangs of hunger and 
famine from the benighted countries of 
the East. 

Even to-day in the hands of one who 
has devoted his time to their study, the 
therapy of the alkaloids is satisfactory 
and precise, and one who is conversant 
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with their action will never again rely 
on the uncertain results that accompany 
the use of the crude drug. 

In this connection hemotherapy and 
serum therapy are‘certainly deserving of 
more than a passing mention and to them 
we must look for one of the marked 
advances in the near future, embracing 
as they do the anti-principle combined 
with the life-sustaining or nucleinic prin- 
ciple as found in the glandular extracts, 
normal serums and hematinic prepara- 
tions to enhance phagocytosis and pre- 
vent hemolysis. We certainly have in 
serum therapy a bright prospect for fu- 
ture research and scientific perfection; a 
fruitful field for pioneer and 
clinical application. 

Last in our list but first in importance, 
that which will save the most lives dur- 
ing the twentieth century is prophylaxis. 

We may anticipate an eradication of 
many of the more simple forms of dis- 
ease and the modification of many of the 
more deadly ones, and the hope of the 
writer is that Tuberculosis may be placed 
in the list, and that he may live to see 
a typical case of Tuberculoid. Why not? 
With a case of jugulated pneumonia 


study 


and aborted typhoid fever due to the use 
of the alkaloids alone, and in view of the 
fact that the virulence of smallpox has 
been shorn of its terrors and the disease 
per se has been almost eradicated from 
the face of the earth through so simple 
a method as vaccination. 

With better education of the masses, 
better sanitation, better isolation, better 
application of hygienic antisepticism and 
scrupulous cleanliness, better under- 
standing and consequently better pro- 
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It is simply impossible to obtain the effects 
of hyoscine from hyoscyamus, as the atropine 
interferes. 


The reputation of hyoscyamus as a sedative 
depends on the rare specimens in whieh hyos- 
cine predominates, 
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phylaxis, may we not, as twentieth cen- 
tury physicians, look forward to the pre- 
vention and cure of many of our present 
most dreaded forms of disease, to the 
prevention of artertosclerosis, to the 
earlier recognition and more successful 
treatment of insanity and the various 


complication and diseases of the nervous 
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system both cerebrospinal and sympa- 
thetic. With a better knowledge of the 
pathology disease be guided to an earlier 
recognition, and by the light of a per- 
fected and scientific therapy effect a 
cure, and thereby add to the comfort, 
well-being and longévity of mankind? 
Winterset, Iowa, 


we 


CHRONIC CYSTITIS CURED BY ARBUTIN. 
By Dr. Le Grix. 


From The Dosimetric Medical Review. 


HAVE received the follow- 
ing letter: “I was taken 
with infectious influenza to- 
ward the end of September, 
1893. There was no action 
of the intestines except by 
the aid of lavage; and vio- 
lent fever which lasted long, 
more intense toward night 
and followed by perspiration. 
Toward the middle of October I 
was unable to digest anything and at- 
tacks of vomiting came on which lasted 
until September, 1894, after this occa- 
sionally, finally ceasing in January, 1895. 
In January, 1894, I suffered greatly 
when urinating and analysis disclosed a 
large amount of pus in the urine. This 
cystitis was treated by lavage with boric 
acid and silver nitrate, for a month, 
afterwards only boric acid water. In 
August I recommenced the silver, con- 
tinuing it until February, 1896. During 
this time I was on a regime of milk and 
eggs. In March Dr. Guyon declared 
that I had _ pyelitis. He ordered 
lavage of the bladder, a vaginal injection 
morning and evening with boric acid 
water, three baths a week, with two 


pounds of marine salt in each bath. I 
remained an hour in the water. A more 
nourishing regime was now ordered. 
From this time my strength began to re- 
turn,, my general condition was amelior- 
ated, but my urine remained bad with 
pus, analysed many times, and sometimes 
I suffered with my kidneys, but little, it 
is true. 

In February, 1896, I began, upon your 
advice, to take six granules of arbutin 
a day. Fifteen days after I was taking 
eight, a month afterwards ten. I con- 
tinued this until August, stopped for 15 
days. August 27 my urine again became 
cloudy, but after some doses of the ar- 
butin it became by September 2, clear 
again. Since then it has continued clear 
and I do not take any medicine or lav- 
ages. From time to time if I become 
very much fatigued, a light, very light, 
small cloud will appear in the depth of 
the vessel. 

Mrs. J. F. pe K.” 


Here is a case, it appears to me, clear 
and conclusive. The mother of a family, 
45 years of age, a widow for many years, 


attacked by influenza in September 1893. 
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Those who are familiar with hyoscine are 
not surprised at the prominence it is assuming 
in medical practice. 


To obtain the effects of hyoscine it must be 
free from atropine, whose power overcomes 
that of the former. 
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In January, 1894, the influenza localized 
itself upon the bladder. The disease 
passed to a chronic condition, since 
eighteen months afterwards, Professor 
Guyon found pyelitis (March 1895) and 
prescribed a treatment well followed, 
which did not bring about any local 
amelioration, only a modification of the 
general condition. 

At the end of February, 1896, the only 
treatment was the dosimetric arbutin 
granules, without special diet, advised to 
be taken in dosage of six, eight or ten 
granules a day. At the end of August 
the urine.was very greatly modified and 
clear, and the cure was lasting. The 
patient had taken a little more than 2,000 
granules during seven months. 

I could cite five or six other examples 
of the anti-cathartic, antiseptic and anti- 
putrid action of arbutin, although I have 
sometimes associated it with asparagin, 
a vegetal and liquid regime, as in two 
cases of suralbuminous pyelitis, some- 
times with hydrastine as in an angion- 
eurotic hemorrhagic cystitis of Klem- 
perer, without appreciable lesion, some- 
times with cubebin and camphor mono- 
bromide as in two cases of chronic blen- 
orrhagic cystitis. 

The arbutin is therefore the remedy 
to be selected, the dominant, as we say, 
in cystitis, particularly in those cases 
which have passed into a chronic condi- 
dition and which are so singularly re- 
bellious to all methods of treatment. 
Acute cystitis calls for arbutin and aconi- 
tine as dominants, and hyoscyamine, 
or atropine, cicutine and monobromide 
of camphor, etc., as variants. 

Chronic cystitis requires only arbutin, 
without other auxiliary, without diet or 
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Hyoscyamine has been recommended as a 


useful remedy for paralysis agitans, but hyos- 
cine is better, in most cases. 
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lavage of the bladder. But it is neces- 
sary to insist on the preserving and daily 
administration of the remedy with which 
the treatment must be followed. The 
initial and the daily dosage is of less im- 
portance than the duration of its admin- 
istration. To chronic diseases a chronic 
treatment is necessary. Persevere for 
six months, for a year, or longer. 

Arbutin is a crystallizable glucoside 
isolated from Uva Ursi in 1852, 
jurious, which has been given in doses 
of 3 to7 grains aday (Von Schroff, 
Vienna), 15 grains (Van Renterghem), 
in a healthy man, without any general ef- 
fect upon the urine, in doses of 45 to 60 
grains in catarrh of the bladder and 
of the uterus (Mencke), in 150 
grains a day for two successive days 
(Jablonowski), without the least toxic 
effect. 

These massive doses do not accomplish 
any good results in chronic conditions. 
Our observation proves it. One-sixth of 
a grain daily, given in fractional doses, 
for six months, is preferable to massive 
doses which one dare not continue, and 
which would be useless. The small 
doses are entirely sufficient. For this 
reason the arbutin, soluble, acts only 
through its decomposition, in the pres- 
ence of dilute acids or in emulsion, into 
hydrochinon, glucose and methyl-hydro- 
chinon (Hlasiwetz, and Habermann, 
cited by Van Renterghem). 

This decomposition is made in the 
bladder (Lewin) and is not toxic, for 
fwo reasons: 1. Arbutin is present 
there is too small a quantity. 2. The 
hydrochinon in the bladder is changed 
into hydrochinon sulphuric acid, which 
is inactive. 


unin- 
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For senile or mercurial tremors, hyoscya- 
mine in small doses is sometimes quite effect- 
ive, others doing better on hyoscine. 
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It is for this reason that even a small 
dose of arbutin is sufficient to continue 
in the bladder the hydrochinic decomposi- 
tion, the continual contact of which with 
the mucous membrane of the diseased or- 
gan had such a valuable effect in the 
therapeutics of the urinary passages. 
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Anent the interest shown in our recent 
compilation of the literature on arbutin, 
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we take pleasure in giving space to the 
above clipped from an issue of our late 
friend the Dosimetric Medical Review, 
which we regret to say has passed be- 
yond. The standard granule mentioned 
in this contribution is the gr. 1-67 of the 
French lists. We believe it will be read 
with much interest. Arbutin is a prime 
remedy and should be very largely em- 
ployed in bladder and kidney difficulties. 
—Ep. 
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FUNNY SPARKS FROM THE DISPENSARY. 
By Pentaur. 


a UCH has been said and written 

Ny about the sad phases and scenes 

at clinics and other charitable 

institutions. Indeed, the real- 

istic writers and those who harp on 

our sentimentality glory in describing 

heart-rending incidents,sorrow and pov- 

erty. Apparently, they do not know what 

a prolific field of unconscious humor 

these places offer to him who likes to 
smile from time to time. 

The Italian barber who had “a couple 
of fevers” during the night, and the Irish 
lady complaining of “fataches” (fatigue) 
on rising, are infrequent visitors at the 
clinic. The man with the “keetar,” and 
the “guitar” (catarrh), and the one with 
the diseased “bronicals” and “brown- 
chitis,” are habitués at our institution. 
From “gastritis,” that is, “gas in the stum- 
mick,” suffer many of our colored fel- 
low-citizens. A German housewife of 
about fifty—I hope heaven and husband 
forgive afflicted with 
“shuetzen fever” (chills and fever). The 
old-clothes man, notwithstanding his 
“katzen-rapsher” (incarcerated rupture) 
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will her—was 


For neuralgia, when the skin is white and 
contracted, give hyoscyamine to full effect, 
gr. 1-250 every ten minutes. 


seemed to be in very good spirits. A 
diabetic woman of Hester street had 
partaken of “clothing bread” (gluten 
bread) for almost three months and in 
spite of this she still passed “granulated 
sugar” (glucose). 

The young man with pains in his “pea- 
nuts” (penis) virtually belongs in the G, 
U. department; however, once in a 
while he finds his way to the medical 
division, especially when he wishes to 
have “electric city” (electricity) applied 
to it. A seamstress who has had “peri- 
cinitis” (peritonitis) had been treated by 
one-sixth of a grain of “murphy,” every 
three hours. I have an idea that she did 
not mean our present Police Commis- 
sioner when she mentioned “Murphy,” as 
he is toolean to spare anything, even if 
but one-sixth of a grain every three 
hours. The newly married German ser- 
vant girl is the one who quickly gets 
into the familienweg”’ (family way), and 
she is the one who puts a “bolster” 
(poultice) upon her husband’s chest 
when he comes home late in the night 
with cramps in his belly. 
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In acute mania hyoscyamine in small doses 
sometimes proves beneficial but hyoscine is 
far better. 
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I have personally treated six patients 
—four women and two males—who had 
“ulsters” (ulcers) in their stomachs. All 
survived, but I never succeeded in re- 
moving the “ulster,” either by emesis 
or purgation. 

A young girl objected to be treated 
by me because she thought I was no 
“nervy doctor” (neurologist) and an- 
other patient of the same sex asked me 
to have a “consolation” (consultation) 
with the “womb-doctor” about her case. 
“Plumbago” (lumbago) should be only 
met with in plumbers, however, it is not 
rare among drinkers, and those who are 
continuously exposed to the inclemen- 
cies of the weather. 

An elderly woman stated that she 
had a “fellow feeling in her privates” 
(funny feeling ),and another one thought 
“her ventilators” (ventricles) were out 
of order. Malaria is comparatively 
rare north of the Mason and Dixon 
line, at least Osler said so a few years 
ago; however, “maralagy” is not so 
rare after all. People who attend wakes 
once in a while “vomit a boil from the 
stomach” (bile), in others the “bile” 
(boil) breaks and its contents escape 
through the skin. 

An old female “rounder” was suf- 
fering from colic in her “testicles” 
(intestines), and she excreted a great 
deal of “mocum” (mucus). A _ ner- 
vous lady who had undergone treat- 
ment by a number of non-pay doctors 
said she was willing to take any medi- 
cine with exception of “stincture of 
valerian” (tincture). “Nervous pros- 
titution” (prostration), in spite of the 
Committtee of Fifteen and Jerome can- 
not be eradicated. ‘“Coughthrophies”’ 
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(troches) demand a very good sale just 
now, “information 
of the lungs” (inflammation) and “am- 
monia” (pneumonia) is at hand. The 
Jewish gentleman who 
pulled out his tongue to show me his 
“overcoat” (coating) thereon, and the 
woman 


and the season for 


from Galitzia 


whose bowels did not remove 
The 
butcher who had a “discussion of the 
brain” (concussion) is still and 
giving short weight, and the colored 
hotel porter with the “fraction of the 
skull” (fracture) again collects the tips 
at the old stand. A woman 
“woman” (womb) hurts her has cer- 
tainly troubles of her own, as had the 
one who was believed to be afflicted 
“apple (appendicitis). 
“Dysgonorrhea” (dysmenorrhea), I en- 


(move) had very queer notions. 


alive 


whose 


with disease” 
countered in a young woman who was 
An elderly 
Italian silk-weaver fancied he had “kit- 
ten disease” (kidney disease), and when 


brought up in a convent. 


I asked him what kind of pain he got, 
he answered “constipain” (constipation). 

T am the recipient of a great number 
of letters from my patients at the clinic. 
Here are a few samples: 


An Armenian writes: 
Dr. 
like Romitizan 


I Have sum tim in my Bady 
But 


or 3 dayes alover in me 


it rumains awe 2 
Please tall me 
can you do anytink for 


me IT will give a Prozunt. 


it, if yo gure 


A damsel of the demi-monde sent the 
following communication: 

Dear Dog I got Lukory in bad shabe 
I serringe myself with Carlaid sinker 
(sulpho-carbolate of zinc?) can you sub- 
scribe for me sumethink better. The 
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In anemic cases of chorea, and in chorea 
magna, small doses of hyoscyamine some- 
times prove exceedingly beneficial. 


In delirium tremens with weak pulse and 
cerebral anemia hyoscyamine givin carefully 
meets the indication. 
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boy got the brice with him. My number 
is 312 your trooley 


An Italian lady introduces another, 
thus: 

Dr.—This laady 
paints in her belly. 
lish. 


suffer with great 
She not speeke ing- 


She speeke italiano.” 


A gentleman German 


birth, 


evidently of 
sent this epistle: 

Mr. Professor— 
Der Medizin which your Provisor has 
been sold to me which Mr, Professor 
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has wrote for mine Illness is all drunk. 
Mine Weib has mine Cart and Monnai. 
She has der boodle for der Medizen mit 
herself, 

Mit respectfully regards. 


Here is another sample: 


Rev. Doctor I has been going to the 
privy only once in the evenin and I 
slept there all right all night. Your 
cadaver pills (cathartic) are strong all 
right. Please ter send me Rev. Doc. 
Sun mixer my insight slips out. 

your abadint serviant. 


Me ME 


DIPHTHERIA AND ITS DOSIMETRIC TREATMENT. 
By Dr. Verette. 


Translated and condensed from the Livre D'or du Congres (1900) d'Alcaloidotherapie Dosimetrique, 
by Dr. Epstein. 


T is not intended to give here 
a description of this terrible 
disease diphtheria. The sub- 
ject has been in discussion 
for many years in such a 
way that it would be useless 
We 
shall speak here of the treat- 


to treat of it de novo. 


ment of this malady, and 


submit two personal obser- 


which it will be will 
suffice to 


of the 


vations hoped 
excellence 
the 
speak 
about equine sero-therapeutic medica- 
tion? It would be difficult to speak 
two words, without 


demonstrate the 


dosimetric treatment of 


disease. Is it mecessary to 


calling up again 
upon one’s head the rage of those con- 
freres for whom sero-therapy is the 
ne plus ultra; and for any one not to 
believe blindly in its superiority is to 
make proof not only that he is a bad 


physician but over and above that he is a 
bad patriot. 

Sero-therapic treatment, we know, 
consists in injecting into the subcutane- 
ous cellular tissue, usually of the ab- 
dominal region, the serum derived from 
immunized horses. 

Does this treatment by itself suffice 
to cure this terrible malady? I do not 
believe it; and I have been witness of 
too great a number of cases of fail- 
ure, with this method alone, to have had 
occasion to modify my opinion. And I 
affirm, that if you do not take the pre- 
caution at the outset of the disease to 
relieve the general state of the little pa- 
tient, with alkaloidal excitomotors and 
neurasthenics (nerve-tonics), you run 
the risk of compromising the life of your 
patient, or at least of prolonging be- 
yond reasonable limits the disease, which 
you were called to combat and cure with 
the shortest possible delay. For you 
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In epilepsy it is impossible for a patient to 
have a fit when fully under the influence of 
hyoscyamine. 


In many cases of syphilis with debility and 
anemia the iodides of iron, mercury and lime 
may be combined. 


» 
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have always in this disease to fear ter- 
rible complications, which leave, alas! 
too often,*indelible traces of their occur- 
rence, 

Brucine will have to play an impor- 
tant role in this formidable disease; it 
is this that will have to maintain the 
organism in a state of continued resist- 
ance; it is this that will relieve the nerve 
fiber already weakened, and give activ- 
ity to those cells which will have nearly 
lost their own if the remedy is not given 
in good time, though it may not be any 
more as a preventive. 

But the principal medication will con- 
sist in subjecting the patient to the med- 
ication with calcium sulphide, at the 
first appearance of anginal symptoms. 
We all know this very valuable rem- 
edy, calcium sulphide. This remedy 
joins to its incontestable an incontested 
expectorant properties, moreover, also, 
remarkable antiseptic and parasiticidic 
powers. The sulphureted hydrogen 
gas, which is formed after its absorp- 
tion, passes through the respiratory 
capillaries, and can thus act directly 
on the pathogenic microbe and destroy 
it on the spot, wherever it may be found. 

I associate freely the iodoform gran- 
ules with those of calcium sulphide; 
these two remedies lend each other mu- 
tual support, and lymphatic or scrofu- 
lous subjects are amenable to them. 

Starting from the principle that fever 
is the enemy in all pathologic cases, I 
combat it to the utmost with alkaloidal 
defervescent remedies, viz., aconitine, 
digitalin and strychnine. In the infant 
the fever proceeds always paroxysmally, 
so I prescribe for it the hydroferrocyan- 
ate of quinine, in fractional and continual 
doses. 

ee @¢ 
Hyoscyamine is the most certain of all 


remedies for an irritable bladder. Hyoscine is 
also useful here, 
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Together with the above internal 
treatment I proceed with the external; 
washing out the entire bucco-pharyn- 
geal cavity with a hot solution of boric 
acid, then, after the washing out and 
cleansing well once by means of either 
a tongue-depressing atomizer, or at least 
a brush attached to a metallic stem, | 
proceed with the application (larga 
manu—with a free hand) of a mouth 
wash of cocaine and perchloride. This 
wash has for its objects: 1. To lubri- 
cate the throat with its glycerin. 2. To 
calm the parts with its cocaine; and 3. 
To render the parts aseptic with its 
chloride of iron. (For a detailed de- 
scription of this wash see observation 
2d.) 

I proscribe every violent remedy, such 
as the extirpation of the false mem- 
brane, scrapings, etc.; all these proced- 
ures cause more harm than healing. It 
is to be remembered that with children 
we must use mild remedies, and not imi- 
tate the bear in La Fontaine’s fable, 
who to drive off a fly from the face of 
his sleeping guardian threw a strone at 
the fly and killed the man—a_ fable 
which every allopathist should always 
bear in mind. 

These are the remedies which can be 
relied upon to triumph over diphtheria 
under all circumstances. Never has the 
dosimetric method left me in distress, 
and it is thanks to it that I can count 
the hundreds of successes that I ob- 
tained. 

Does this mean that the dosimetric 
physicians do never lose a case of diph- 
theria? Far be such a pretension, for 
it is evident that let one do all that is 
possible to do, there will always be dam- 
aged subjects, who present to the incrim- 
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Delusions of persecution are markedly 
benefited by small doses of hyoscyamine cau- 
tiously given, never to full effect, 
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inated microbes a soil for their culture 
in which the disease marches on with 
giant pace, which cannot be checked in 
any manner, and by which the patient 
seems from the first irremedially 


doomed. 


OBSERVATION FIRST. 


On April 12 last I was called to see 
a child, four years old. It was a small 
lymphatic child, who, I was told, lost an 
older sister two days before this, who 
That child was attended 
The ton- 


died of croup. 
by a non-dosimetrist confrere. 
sils were slightly congested, the larynx 
presented a diffused redness and slightly 
tumefied mucosa. The right tonsil was 
covered with a narrow yellowish patch, 
parts of the epiglottis and pharyngeal 
vestibule were covered with thin, opa- 
It seems that 
the sister who died presented the same 
throat symptoms at first. The voice of 
this one was a little hoarse, the cough 
hoarse, respiration somewhat jerky, the 


line and shining pellicles. 


cervical glands slightly engorged, temp. 
39.2 degrees C. (102.56 F.), pulse 130. 

External Treatment :—Slightly touch- 
ing the right tonsil with perchloride of 


iron, diluted with very little water. 
Washing out the mouth four times a 
day with tepid boric acid water. About 


every three hours brushing over the en- 
means of a brush at- 
rod, bent at an 


tire throat, by 
tached to a metallic 
angle, dipped in a cocainized mouth 
wash (see above). (We think this an 
unantiseptic procedure, and would sug- 
gest a pledget of sterilized cotton, 
grasped between and wrapped around 
the point of the blades of a bent uterine 
dressing forceps; the cotton to be 
changed several times during the opera- 


ewe @ 


All forms of spasmodic cough are bene- 
ted by hyoscyamine, which is a direct sedative 
of the pneumogastric nerve 
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tion, and the forceps sterilized before 
using it again.) 

Internal Treatment:—The child to 
take two granules of calcium sulphide 
(Ch. Chanteaud’s calcium sulphide gran- 
ule is of 0.00803, about gr. %), and 
every two hours one granule of brucine 
(C’s 1-2 a milligram, gr. 1-134), and 
four granules of quinine hydroferro- 
cyanate (C’s are of two kinds, 0.001 and 
0.01, gr. 1-67 and gr. 1-6). Three 
times a day the child was to have bouil- 
lon, water, with very little wine, and 
blackberry tisane. 

On my visit next day I was gratified 
to find that the disease had made no 
progress, and there was perhaps even 
amelioration. The little pa- 
tient smelt already of sulphureted hy- 
drogen freely, and I reduced the dose of 
the calcium sulphide to one granule 
every hour. I also ordered a teaspoon- 
ful of Chanteaud’s seidlitz to be given 
three times during twelve hours; the 
mouth washing and swabbing of the 
throat to be continued and so too the 
wine diet; one granule of brucine every 
two hours, and five granules of quinine 
hydroferrocyanate morning and _ night. 

The third day gave me more positive 
results, and my patient began to be a 
little cheerful. The throat was well on 
the way of improvement, the tonsils 
were quite less congested. Temp. 38 
degrees C. (100.4 F.), pulse 102. The 
same treatment continued. 

Fourth day. My patient was getting 
on better and better, and her smiling 
air was of good augury. The throat was 
in good condition, the tonsils assumed 
their normal size, the back of the throat 
was no longer of a violet hue, the voice 
no longer hoarse, more harshness in the 
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Laryngismus is promptly and powerfully 
relieved by hyoscyamine when given to physi- 
ologic effect, that is, dose enough. 


decided 








Leading Articles 


cough, temp. 37 degrees C. (98.6 F.), 
pulse go. 

I allowed now more nourishment, por- 
ridge, bouillon, cooked egg, water with 
wine, and biscuit. The mouth wash to 
continue, a granule of brucine and one 
of calcium sulphide every three hours. 
Swabbing of the throat morning and 
night. In the morning to be given a 
middle-size spoonful of Chanteaud’s 
seidlitz. 

On the fifth day of my visit I found 
my little patient in perfect condition, 
and I considered her cured. She was 
to be given three times a day two gran- 
ules of calcium sulphide and one of bru- 
cine. The sixth day I stopped; the child 
was cured. In all the child had taken 
between 75 and 80 granules of calcium 
sulphide, 30 to 35 of brucine, and 60 
of quinine hydroferrocyanate. 


SECOND OBSERVATION, 


May 2, 1900. Boy, 7, has been ill 
two days. His mother said he had 
great difficulty in swallowing since the 
day before. They would have sent for 
me in the middle of the night, but the 
child fell asleep a little, and-so it was 
left to be done next morning, but they 
kept constant watch over him. The lit- 
tle fellow was very restless indeed, pulse 


160, temp. 40.2 degrees C. (104.0 F.). 


The throat was immediately examined 
and presented the following aspect: 
30th tonsils were covered with a whitish 
product resembling in every respect a 
false diphtheritic membrane. The back 
part of the throat was tumefied and con- 
gested, and so were the cervical and 
sublingual glands. 

I at once proceeded to wash out with 
the boric acid water, and touched the 
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suspected parts (there were at that time 
some diphtheritic cases in the city) 
with a mitigated perchloride of iron. 
Three times a day the depth of the 
throat and the tonsils were swabbed with 
a brush dipped in the following mouth 
wash: Pure glycerin 20 grams, (5 
drams) resorcin 0.2 (gr. 3), cocaine 0.2 
grams (gr. 3). A granule of calcium 
sulphide to be given every half hour un- 
til the smell of burned eggs is perceived. 
That evening he got a cool injection 
in which was dissolved twenty granules 
of quinine hydroferrocyanate. I guard 
myself well against the practice of serum 
injection, the dosimetric method giving 
me a success to which I am becoming 
accustomed. 

May 3. The condition of the patient 
was no worse, and the course of the 
disease stationary; the same treatment 
continued, cleansing of mouth and 
throat, swabbing three times a day and 
the administration of calcium sulphide. 

Applications around the neck were 
made of a compress soaked in hot cham- 
omile water, sprinkled with a 5 per cent 
aqueous solution of chloral and covered 
with oiled silk (to keep it from cooling 
too quickly). 

I ordered a granule of strychnine ar- 
senate (%4 milligram, gr. 1-134) every 
two hours, and not to give more than ten 
granules. Next morning at the first hour 
I gave him a tablespoonful of Chan- 
teaud’s seidlitz in half a tumbler of su- 
gared water. 

May 4. Slight defervescence. The 
patient slept somewhat better. Temp. 
38.4 degrees C. (101.12 F.), pulse 102. 
Former treatment continued. 

May 5. Improvement decided, temp. 
normal, pulse go. The strychnine gran- 
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The most obstinate case of hiccough will 
give way to hyoscyamine when the stomach 
has first been emptied. 


Whooping-cough is completely controlled as 
to the spasmodic element by hyoscyamine in 
physiologic doses. 





438 


ules were stopped and a _ spoonful of 
Chanteaud’s_ seidlitz given. The cal- 
cium sulphide was reduced to half the 
former dose, and the mouth washing 
and throat swabbing continued. 

May 6. Patient cured completely, and 
I left him. He took in all 80 granules 
of calcium sulphide, 30 of strychnine 
arsenate, 3 tablespoonfuls of Chanteaud’s 
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seidlitz, and had 15 mouth cleansings, 
every one followed by swabbing. 

I could multiply the observations I 
have made, and the successes I have 
had in my clientele, with the treatment 
which I describe to you. I can assure 
you that I had rarely to fight more than 
five days against the disease, and that 
my want of success was only exceptional, 


we 


DOSIMETRIC ALKALOIDS. 
By Guy L. Laraway, M. D. 


AS anything that can be said in 
favor of the alkaloids and the 
left 
not, 


dosimetric method been 


unsaid? It would seeem 
and at first thought would seem ridicu- 
lous to undertake to make anything that 
is already so obvious more so; and still 
with each numbr of the CLINIC come 
one or more articles from the pens of 
the 
in 
the 


Of} 


alkaloidists, reiterating 
and 
to 


as many 
words 
force 


majority 


same facts in new 
old giving 
issue hand. A large 
physicians, and among them some of 
our brightest medical lights, continue 
in the old rut of guessing. 

No manufacturing house puts out any 
two lots of fluid extracts or tinctures 
of the same strength in the active prin- 
ciple, that part on which the medical ac- 


tion depends; and how can physicians 


words new 


in 


learn by their own observation what de- 
pendence they can put in their remedies 
in this way? How many of us can re- 
member in some particular case of the 
splendid results we got, and saved a life 
perhaps, and when in a second case just 
like the first we have tried the same 
remedy and looked for the same results, 
and been doomed to disappointment? 


And since becoming acquainted with 
the use of the alkaloids, did we ever 
experience such disappointment? I can 
answer, never, for myself, and am safe in 
answering the same for others. Why will 
physicians be so blind as to give the 
fluid extracts and tinctures, containing 
to each 
other ? And the echo,answers, why ?If you 
should star out some day of leisure and 
come up with a man running an engine, 
and you saw at once the engine puffing 


active principles antagonistic 


and blowing, with part of the drive- 
wheels whirling one way and part the 
opposite way, and the engine making no 
progress either way, and upon inquiring 
the engineer would tell you: “Why, 
you see the man who put this engine to- 
gether got the power mechanism mixed, 
so that one cylinder drives one set of 
wheels one way and the other cylinder 
drives another set the opposite way,” and 
when you ask him why he doesn’t fix it, 
as he knows the trouble, he says: “Oh, 
well, this is the way it was put together, 
and if it doesn’t go the way I want it to, 
it’s no fault of mine. This is good 
enough for me.” You would say: “Why, 
that man is a fool for trying to accom- 
plish anything that way, while he knows 
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The dose of hyoscyamine is gr. I-250 every 


_ In all forms of spasmodic pain hyoscyamine 
is the first agent to which we should have 
recourse for relief, 
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the remedy.” Pray tell what else are the 
physicians doing but running their 
wheels in opposite directions when they 
are giving antagonistic principles. It is 
much a quandary to me why they will 
persist in this, and continue to guess. I 
am entirely alone in the use of alka- 
loids in this section of the country, there 
not being another physician in consulting 
distance who uses thg¢ alkaloids; and the 
thought of calling counsel when I have 
a severe case is not a pleasant one. I| will 
describe a case that actually occurred. 

I was called at midnight to see a pa- 
tient, man, 48, robust, full habit, not 
He 
hada severe chill, had had pneumonia 
twice before and knew the symptoms, so 
the wife suggested that I call Dr. S. 
in consultation, for she did not want to 
leave a thing undone that was possible; 
this being the third attack she was fear- 
ful of his life. With examination for 
diagnosis, I opened my case and dropped 
a glonoin granule on his tongue and 
said: “We will direct our efforts to 
scatter the chill, which will only take 
a minute or two;” feeling so sure of my 
remedy, and confident that I would see 
my patient relax and the chill a thing of 
the past before the third glonoin granule 
one every ten minutes. If I could di- 
vert the attention of the friends for a few 
minutes they would see the improvement, 
and the question of counsel would be 
left until morning; and I felt that by 
morning he would not only be without 
need of counsel but of a doctor as well. 
When I spoke of scattering the chill 
in so short a time I met an incredulous 
look all around, but I felt bold enough to 
say, “you'll see” and by the time I had 


a weak point in his whole physique. 
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In every form of colic, including gall- 
stones and renal calculi, hyoscyamine is the 
most powerful pain reliever, 
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kept the attention of attendants and 
friends, while I was calling for a glass, 
spoon and water, and had prepared a 
solution of defervescent compound, and 
dropped a ten-grain powder of calomel 
on the tongue, our patient was relaxed 
completely and all signs of chills gone. 
“Well, I never saw anything like that,” 
and similar remarks went around. Now, 
everything being quiet and excitement 
passed off, I proceeded to examine my 
patient. (I knew glonoin would relieve 
a congestion and scatter the chill, even 
if I did not know its cause or location.) 
Respiration 40, with the characteristic 
expiratory pleuro-pneu- 
monia, temp. 105.5, pulse 140, the whole 
left lung congested, crepitant rales over 
the whole area, with the acute burning 
pain extending into the shoulder that 
we so often get. 
half-hour, 


explosion of 


I ordered glonoin 


every Defervescent Comp. 
every fifteen minutes in solution until 
effect, then every hour. At 8 a. m., next 
morning, resp, and pulse were normal, 
but temp. 99.8, all pain gone, a loose 
painless cough, raising abundant rusty 
sputa. 

The vision I saw, when I first came 
to the case, and counsel suggested if 
I had used no strategy, was Dr. S., 
recommending _ salol, 
quinine ; and if I would have insisted on 
giving my little pills instead, I can im- 
agine Dr. S’s surprise, and hear him 


phenacetine and 


say: “What, do you propose to discard 
these old, reliable, tried and proven rem- 
edies to experiment with these new- 
fangled things?” 
dismissal with: 


And IT can hear my 
“Well, Dr. S., if Dr. L. 
has gone crazy you had better take the 
case.” Of course I don’t get it quite as 
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Whenever pain is due to spasm, hyoscyamine 
is more powerful in giving relief than mor- 
phine or any similar agent, 
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rough as that when I call in counsel, 
as I have pictured here, but if my counsel 
is a warm friend he gives me a look 
of long-suffering pity, as he says: “If 
this was my case I would push quinine 
and phenacetine right along,” and if he 
is not a warm friend he is apt to try and 
prejudice the friends and my patient, 
with the air he puts on, if not outspoken. 

If the profession were now to adopt the 
alkaloids as a body, it would be a step 
in advance attained, in saving life and 
preventing human suffering, more than 
we can expect from all other attainments 
and scientific research. 

In the last three weeks I have aborted 
from a dozen to fifteen cases of pneu- 
monia, as quickly and unmistakably as 
the case mentioned; and the only case 
T have failed in was a baby three months 
old, which had been sick ten days when I 
saw it, where had _al- 
ready set in, the baby dying during my 
second call. 

I omitted to mention intestinal antisep- 
tics in the treatment of my case, which 
IT used and do invariably. While my 
medicine case contains about 100 differ- 


disintegration 


ent granules and compounds, still if I 
were to find myself face-to-face with an 
acute condition with only my _pocket- 
case, containing only aconitine, Defer- 
vescent Compound, Dosimetric Trinity, 
calomel, Saline Laxative, glonoin, cal- 
cium sulphide and iodized lime, I would 
have no fear and trembling of not being 
able to meet the immediate emergency. 
Of course the corks are drawn often from 
my arbutin, asparagin, colchicine, digita- 
lin, emetin, lithium 
often from eighty others; yet I consider 
the first few mentioned, among which I 


benzoate, and less 
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should have mentioned, atropine, apomor- 
phine and pilocarpine, the first and most 
important with which, when we under- 
stand them perfectly, speaking for myself, 
[I feel a confidence I never dared to feel 
before. 

Why, when brought face to face with 
any of the acute febrile diseases, after 
they are fully established, if not gone 
too far beyond this, I dare stake my 
reputation on my “bility to abort, and 
bring the indications, pulse, resp. and 
temp, to a normal condition, in from 12 
to 36 and 48 hours. We will give the 
same testimony, but could we have given 
such testimony as this, before we became 
familiar with these known quantities of 
active principles, and prescribed the un- 
changeable and accurately measured 
granules? 

We are often put in the false position 
of being accused of confining ourselves 
entirely to alkaloids, but this is an er- 
roneous idea of our Galenic brothers. 
Their names are legion, the medicines 
that cannot be prepared into granules. 
Neither are all medicines used in dosim- 
etry alkaloids. 


such as 


There are many others 
acids, glucosides, resinoids, a 
great many of the metallic salts and a 
great many chemical combinations. One 
alkaloid that IT have never seen any liter- 
ature on is berberine, and when T sent 
for Shaller’s Guide some time ago it was 
with the hope that I would find it there, 
All I have 
seen on berberine has been among the an- 
swers to queries in the Crtnic, but I have 
observed its usefulness in malaria, when 
the spleen is enlarged and tender. I 
hope some one who has studied it and 


but he does not mention it. 


eee eee @ 


It is a nice discrimination which recog- 
nizes the spasmodic element underlying pain 
and gives hyoscyamine. 


Chills of every description, malarial and 
otherwise, are unlocked by hyoscyamine given 
to full effect. 
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feels competent will soon give us a full 
write-up on it. 

Among the false and erroneous impres- 
sions of our Galenic brothers there is 
none so gross as their’s on aconitine, | 
consider aconitine one of the most valu- 
able, wonderful, indispensable and never- 
failing agents of the known medical 
world. In acute febrile diseases I 
pull the cork of my aconitine bottle 
more than any other, for I find it in- 
dispensable in all of these cases; and 
any physician who will give it a fair trial 
will find it has no equal as a febrifuge. 
It seems almost incredible, but a fact 
nevertheless, that in cases of children 
and babies one or more granules, accord- 
ing to age, in 24 teaspoons of water, is 
all that is needed; and what other medi- 
cine can be so easily given to children, 
on account of the tastelessness ? 

And then the Dosimetric Trinity, in 
pale, weakly babies, does not only insure 
against any possible harm but improves 
the strength of a weak heart. I have 
never found it necessary to give the Def- 
ervescent Comp. to children under six 
years, but would not hesitate to use it 
for a full, bounding pulse, with exceed- 
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ingly high temperature and dry parched 
skin, with perfect assurance of soon get- 
ting moist skin, soft and slowed pulse, 
and reduction of temp. 

There! If there is no virtue in repeti- 
tion, there is none in what I have said, 
for it is certainly repetition. I feel al- 
most silly to enclose this to you, for the 
reason that all this has been said so 
many times; but where the facts are so 
obvious, and still so many unconverted, 
what can we do but reiterate? Ifa large 
proportion of the inhabitants of the earth 
did not yet know and believe the earth 
revolved on its axis, we would still sed 
those old calculations and proofs setting 
forth the facts, but as it is a universally 
accepted fact such calculations and 
proofs are things of the past four hun- 
dred years, and I only wish the univers- 
ally accepted calculus of alkaloidal dosim- 
etry was a yearling. 

Boyne Falls, Mich. 

—:0— 

Everybody doesn’t read _ everything 
printed; and new men continually crop 
up who never saw the Crinic or heard 
of Alkalometry. Restatements are always 
in order.—Ep, 


BY-WAYS. 
By J. R. Phelps, M. D. 








ee OUR item in the February 
AK: Ciinic, asking for opinions as 
Ye to the subjects to be considered 

E in your unequaled magazine, 
has caught my eye. Perhaps having 
been the one who brought astrology 
and imponderable therapy into your col- 
umns, modesty might suggest that I re- 
main silent, and consider that 





“days 


should speak and multitude of years 
should show wisdom.” But, well, if there 
is anything in this communication that 
is worth consideration use it as you 
please ; if nothing, consign it to the waste 
basket. 

As to the “news, notes and notions,” I 
can understand that it is the most labor- 


ious duty; but it is, to my mind, worth 


eee eee 


Hyoscyamine is certain in its action, always 
the same, prompt and powerful, a perfect 
weapon in skilled hands, 


Whenever the skin is pale, with capillaries 
contracted, hyoscyamine is jndicated in any 
disease whatsoever. 
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labor. I find therein that 
would be out of place—lost—in any other 
setting. I find more enjoyment in look- 
ing over a tray of unset jewels than in 
the finest collection of mounted gems in 
the stock of the jeweler. 

Second, as to astrology: There is only 
one “exact” science in the universe and 
that is medicine. Christendom is divided 
up into countless sects, each of which 
seems to know more of or pay more at- 
tention to the mistakes of the others than 
it does to its own measure of truth. And 
so I also grant that “occult gentlemen 
pound each other ;” the pity. 
But the oasis desert of 
discord is the profession. 


the gems 


more’s 
in all this 
medical 


In this heavenly science the Allopathic 
lion, the Homeopathic lamb, the Osteo- 
pathic leopard,the Alkaloidal serpent,the 
Eclectic basilisk, all live together in beau- 
tiful harmony, gently led through flowery 


paths by 
Science.” 


the little child, “Chritian 
As to the differences in opin- 
ion in the same schools of practice, of 
course such a thing is unknown. Or 
am I mistaken in regard to this thing? 
I have been attending hearings at the 
State House this week on the subject of 
vaccination, and the beautiful harmony 
of the conditions there may have put me 
into a state of mental anesthesia. 

But now let’s be serious. I think that 
a series of papers on Astrology, by any- 
one of the devotees of the science, would 
not be of much use to you or your read- 
ers. The science—so far as we are con- 
cerned—is fragmentary. That it will be 
one of the greatest of sciences in time to 
come I firmly believe, but at present there 
are many chambers that are locked and 
rooms that are unexplored. If anyone 
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wants to get about all that is known or 
any way settled connected with this sci- 
ence—as a whole—he can do no better 
than buy Dr. L. D. Broughton’s “Ele- 
ments of Astrology” and study it at his 
leisure. 

But my articles on Astrology brought 
me into correspondence medical 
practitioners in all sections of the coun- 


with 


try, and convinced me of one fact, viz., 
that there are brother physicians who 
have been making practical tests of the 
use and value of this science, and who 
could give us valuable suggestions re- 
garding it. I don’t mean _ irregular 
tramps like myself, but educated, cul- 
tured physicians, occupying positions of 
honor and responsibility in their profes- 
sion. If you could get some of them to 
write on this subject I am certain that 
their experiences would set some of us 
thinking. Now I do not expect the ever- 
lasting gratitude of the astrologer who of 
fers you the articles in question, but T am 
giving you my honest opinion about the 
matter. In regard to Astrology as well 
as other systems, I apply the alkaloidal 
idea, give me the actice, live principle and 
let the rest go. I get my flour from the 
mill, and don’t care to do the threshing, 
winnowing, grinding and bolting, my- 
self; I haven’t time. 

Just one word regarding 
able Therapy: We live in a material 
world, and it is possible for us to make 
the conditions of life more material than 
they are—for ourselves. But, Doctor, 
don’t you know that imponderable forces 
are continually playing on this life in a 
very lively manner? If I take a pellet 
of atropine from my vial, to administer 
to a patient suffering from congestive 


Imponder- 


eee @ee @ 


Children bear hyoscyamine in much larger 
doses proportionately than adults, but be very 
careful with flaxen blondes. 


Hyoscyamine is very quickly absorbed, es- 
pecially if given in solution in hot water, and 
the effects are enduring, 
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headache, don’t I hold in my hand any- 
thing more than an alkaloidal principle 
of atropa belladonna? Is there not a 
subtle something in that little bit of mat- 
ter that, touching a higher plane than 
that of matter, responds to and becomes 
the servant, the messenger of my thought, 
to the thought of my patient? The reader 
may answer: “I don’t know.” He may be 
right. He may answer: “I cannot 
know.” He is wrong. He may say: 
“No one knows.” Then I say: “Answer 
for yourself, my friend, not for me. 
Limit yourself as closely as you please, 
but don’t set limits for me.” 

A word more and I am done: I am 
going to suggest a question that belongs 
to the province of imponderable things. 

The next time your tuner visits your 
house and tunes your piano, ask him if 
he has tuned it perfectly. Of course he 
will say: But strike a chord and 
ask him if the third of this chord is not 
too sharp for a perfect third, and the 
fifth too flat for a perfect fifth. Then he 
will enter into the mystery of the tuner’s 
art, and tell you that twelve notes from 
the scale of all keyed instruments are not 
“enough for. absolute correctness of in- 
tonation. A given note has to serve as 
the tonic of one chord, the third of an- 
other, the dominant seventh of another, 
and in order to have an instrument in 
perfect tune it is necessary to have 36 
notes to the octave. Such an instrument 
formerly stood in the town hall in New- 
buryport, but few could play it, for the 
performer needed to know the root. of 
his chord before he could press the proper 
pedal to throw the organ into that key. 
But the perfection of intonation was ex- 
quisite, 


Ves” 
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Now my proposition is this, and there 
are those who will understand me: 

Let the number twelve represent the 
plane of material life. But this, how- 
ever, is only one plane of this complex 
life. There are three, for we speak of 
body, soul and spirit, all of which are so 
closely connected that the line of de- 
markation is not perceptible. Suppose 
that disturbance on one plane is felt in 
and produces effects in the others, will a 
palliative that works only on or in one 
plane relieve the condition in the other? 
That is, if there is anything which does 
not have a potency within itself, that con- 
nects it with all the planes of the life, 
and as for myself I don’t believe there is. 
Then if we want to put this human in- 
strument in tune, don’t we need to know 
something of the whole 36 notes that 
are necessary to the complete, perfect 
octave ? 

Would it not be a convenience to 
know, if it is so, that what we think is 
a mere material substance is something 
more than that, and may involve a liv- 
ing, acting principle, that produces ef- 
fects in the mental plane of the life ac- 
tivities? Thought action, mental disturb- 
ances, affect the chemical action of the 
body; is not the reverse true? And if 
there are powers, forces, that are im- 
ponderable, so far as our weights and 
measures are concerned, may it not be 
that they will be imponderable only as 
long as we permit them to be so? How 
many stars will that man discover who 
is always looking downward? 

Well, many questions suggest them- 
selves, but I will stop asking them, for 
I know that many of my medical breth- 


ren will set this all 


down as_ tran- 


eee @ ee @ 


It is impossible for blood to escape from the 
proper channels when strongly influenced by 
hyoscyamine. 


If the chill is broken up by hyoscyamine the 
subsequent phases of the disease are thereby 
rendered impossible. 
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scendental nonsense. However, this may 
be, there are many becoming convinced 
daily of the facts that “things not 
dreamed of in our philosophy” and _be- 
yond the eye of material vision, or the 
proof-test of scientific 
working on our life. They not only en- 
ter into conditions but they make and in- 
fluence conditions, and back of all this 
manifestation there is evidence of intelli- 
gent, active thought force, that is more 
than a supposition. How much longer 
can we afford to ignore the existence of 
this force, or remain ignorant of the 
laws that govern its action? 
Dorchester, Mass. 


analysis, are 


—:0:— 


However alluring these by-paths may 
be, and they certainly are to me, the fact 
remains that the vast majority of those 
who have replied to my question vote 
against astrology. They want the facts 
of every-day medicine; and in this in- 
stance as in all others, the Crinic de- 


cides to give its readers what they pre- 
fer.—Eb. 


we 
URETHRAL HYPERESTHESIA. 


It is a matter of some pleasure to tell 
you that your Euarol has proved wonder- 
fully successful in a case of urethral 
irritability together with prostatic hyper- 
esthesia. The case in question had been 
faithfully treated with tonics, sedatives, 
genito-urinary remedies, rectal dilatation, 
steel sounds, etc. One injection into the 
prostatic urethra gave relief that was 
never expected, the frequency of urina- 
tion lessened, sleep became natural, and 
the contents of the bladder can now be 
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The effect of 
six injections has been magical. I have 
been injecting Euarol daily. How long 
should it be continued ? 
Cuas. H. Merz, M. D. 
Sandusky, O. 


—:0 = 


retained five or six hours. 


I am very much pleased to know you 
are succeeding with Euarol. I have 
found it harmless in any quantity for 
any length of time. Have usually found 
it not necessary to continue its use longer 
than one month.—Eb. 


we Me 
OVARALGIA. 


On page 553 in American Alkalom- 
etry Dr. Smith says that a bandage was 
devised to keep the ovary away from the 
abdominal wall. Now how in the name 
of common sense can any such device 
It is too deep for me 
even to guess at the modus operandi of 
such an affair. 


J. F. Harrincton, M. D. 


Albin, Iowa. 


do such a thing? 


New 
—:0— e 


Dr. Harrington 
“poser,” doesn’t he? 


certainly asks a 
The patient was a 
dwarf with a spinal and pelvic deformity. 
The left ovary was freely movable and 
lodged in the internal inguinal ring; in 
The 
abdomen was protuberant and a combi- 
nation of abdominal supporter and truss 
was devised and served its purpose. The 
report of the case was imperfect and I 
hope this explains. 
Russet J. Smiru, M. D. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


fact the case was a partial hernia. 


eee Oe ee @ 


In administering iron iodide give 0.01 every 
hour until signs of irritation in the eyes or 
nose appear. 


When iron iodide has been given till iodism 
threatens, lessen the dose somewhat but keep 
on with the remedy. 
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Translated by E. M. Epstein, M. D. 


QUASSIN IN GASTRO-INTESTINAL AILMENTS, 


In La Dosimetrie 
there is 


for February, 1902. 
other excellent articles 
one by Prof. S. Laura, entitled Gastral- 
gic, Quassine et Valerianate de 
which I translate here: 


among 
Ouinine, 
R. E., 23, of good constitution, ner- 
vous temperament, sensible, hard- 
working, and seems not to have passed 
through any grave sickness. Her fam- 
She seems 
disposed to facial neuralgia and suffers 
principally from gastralgia, most so af- 
ter great fatigue, after long standing on 
her feet and 


very 


ily’s condition is unknown. 


insufficient rest. She is 
also somewhat anemic, but her menses 
are normal. 

The pulmonary and digestive organs, 
as well as her spleen and kidneys, show 

The 
pain is 
limited to the pit of the stomach, and 
there too to a very small space. But pres- 
sure, slight, the 
moderate in her diet 


drinks no wine or very rarely. 


no symptoms of any disorders. 


gastric region is most tumefied, 


even augments pain. 
and 
The pain 
is independent of what she eats and has 


no connection 


She is very 


with any time of diges- 
tion. 


This is about all of the very simple 


We have 
trouble of the. 
The acuteness of the pain renders her 
unable to follow her 


this 
nervous 


history of case, here a 


pure stomach. 
calling as a domes- 
tic, and this makes it very desirable to 
give her Moreover, a ner- 
vous affection may produce in time a 
the 
grave troubles, 


quick relief. 


disorder of circulation and other 


which may prove very 
rebellious, This patient was _ perfectly 
cured with quassin, associated with qui- 
nine valerianate. 

I desire on this occasion to call the 
attention of the reader to the effects of 
quassin, This glucoside can be regarded 
generally as a powerful stomachic stim- 
ulant, and at the same time as an in- 
direct sedative of the nervous apparatus 
of that 


the gastro-intestinal activity increases on 


organ. In certain special cases 
the use of the strychnine granules, and 
preferably those of strychnine arsenate. 

Quassin increases the appetite, makes 
the digestion more easy, even in a 
(Delmiz). 
strength of the organism increases little 
by little, 
fect and more prompt. 


healthy person The general 
assimilation becomes more per- 
Quassin is also 
a fine remedy against constipation, above 





446 


all when it is associated with seidlitz 
salt.* 

It seems incontestible that quassin in- 
creases the secretion of the bile and its 
excretion, so that it favors digestion 
and consequently the perfect assimila- 
tion of the food ingested. We ought to 
insist upon its valuable tonic action. It 
is well tolerated by all ages. Quassin 
not only renders the gastric peristaltic 
action active, but what is even 
more important, it in ases strongly the 
peptic secretion, It is, therefore, a very 
valuable medicine for both patients and 
convalescents, and above all for those 
whose gastric juice is insufficient, be- 
cause quassin reinforces considerably the 
action of pepsin. 


more 


Quassin is not only useful in consti- 
pation, above all of the torpid kind, but 
also in dyspeptic diarrhea. It will 
suppress vomiting and nausea, even the 
most obstinate, especially in its con- 
venient association with atropine. It is 
perfectly suitable for ‘speptic females 
in pregnancy. 

Our late lamented master, Prof. 
Burggreve, has taught that “quassin, a 
principle derived fror "mara 
stimulates the stomac. 
digestion, not only in 


wolt Of 
pect of the 
digestive juices, but not less also in res- 
pect of its peristaltic motion.” 

Quassin is also very much indicated in 
all pareses of the stomach, in atonic dys- 
pepsia, especially in the feeble and the 
debilitated from destructive diseases, in 
the slow and painful digestion of con- 
ralescence, in apeptic persons who are 
exhausted by the ordinary excesses of 


* This is an e.fervescent laxative similar to our 
Abbott’s Saline Laxative. 


ee @ 


While actius tess speedily than chloroform 
as an antispasmodic hyoscyamine is safer and 
more enduring. 
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life, in the dyspepsia of the anemics, 
chlorotics, in various dyscrasias, and in 
chronic catarrhs. 

Quassin has also a powerful diuretic 
action, useful in the dyspepsia of dropsy. 
It is exceedingly valuable in the dyspep- 
sias which are so dangerous in patients 
with chronic heart diseases. 

The dyspepsias of all dyscrasias of 
the blood improve by the use of quassin, 
with whatever 
dyscrasia may 


when duly associated 
remedy the particular 
require. 

In severe and old cases quassin must 
be administered in strong doses, three 
to five granules before and after each 
meal. It should also be continued in 
smaller doses when the digestion has 
become normal. The 
quassin with moderate doses of quinine 
ought to have its special indication as a 
tonic sedative and antifermentative. 

The diet must be well selected and 
methodically attended to. 


association of 


ww 
DIGITALIN CRYSTALLIZED; ITS 
CARDIAC ACTION. 
By Prof. Huchard, ro the Necker Hospital, 
years Huchard in 
the Journal des Practiciens, I saw to- 
gether with another very distinguished 
country physician a patient suffering 
from a mitral affection in the advanced 
stage of asystole. I advised for 
single day, according to a method which 
you know, a dose of fifty drops of a 
solution of crystallized digitalin one in 
a thousand, which is equivalent to one 
milligram of the active principle and 
near to five milligrams of amorphous 


Some ago, says 


one 


ewe @ 


When speedy action of hyoscyamine is im- 
perative add glonoin to unbar the doors and 
let it in to get to work. 
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digitalin. “How is that” cried my col- 
league, “are you not afraid to prescribe 
crystallized digitalin in such a big dose? 
It may do with amorphous digitalin, but 
this crystallized one is too ex- 
tremely active and very dangerous, 

seems to me that a preparation from the 
leaves would lead to fewer accidents.” 

This is just where you are mistaken,” 
I answered him, “with crystallized digi- 
talin I feel perfectly safe because here 
I have a definite chemical product, in- 
variable in its composition, for this rea- 
son I know mathematically what I do 
therapeutically, while with the leaves of 
digitalis I can act only at haphazard, 
and I expose my patients to symptoms 
of intoxication, a thing which will never 
happen when I use crystallized digi- 
talin.” 

The same objection, in the same form, 
was presented to me some weeks ago, 
and this in spite of all my efforts to 
destroy that legend, and so I wish once 
more to address you to-day on this very 
important subject. 

It is popularly well-known, that fruits 
have not the same savor, that leaves 
have not the same green, that flowers 
have not the same showiness in differ- 
ent atmospheric conditions. There are 
years of good and years of bad wine, 
and so too there are years of good and 
years of only middling good digitalis. 
This will be proven to you by the fol- 
lowing fact, about which I spoke al- 
ready. During a season of exceptional 
dryness, the leaves which were collected 
in 1892 had a very diminished thera- 
peutic action, because they contained a 
quantity of the active principle which 
was certainly below one milligram to 
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the gram of leaves, which is the usual 
proportion. It is the with all 
plants, their chemical composition dif- 
fers with climate and atmospheric condi- 
tions, as the case is e. g. with aconite, 
and you know also that belladonna 
sometimes conta’ . a notable quantity of 
potash salts, capable of modifying its 
medicinal action. Brunton has made the 
remark, that the digitalins of England, 
of Scotland and of America have abso- 
lutely different %ctions. 
that patients in Edinburgh support with 
impunity the quantity of an infusion of 
fifteen grams of the leaves, while in 
London a dose of four grams is already: 
enough to expose to serious accidents 


same 


So too he says, 


by poisoning. This is not extraordinary, 
since this is the usual dose for a horse. 

In Rouman* and in some _ other 
countries they follow the example of 
Petrescu. of Bucharest and _ prescribe 
without accx: —_, say from ten to twelve 
grams of the 
fusion for pnetnonia. 
will never be followed in France, be- 
cause our (French) digitalis is certainly 
far more active, and no one would ever 
pursue such a >ractice and run the risk 
of intoxicatic In our own 
in the Vosg.. and in the Morvan, I 
met with samples of digitalis growing 
only a few kilometers distant from 
each other, and yet possessing very dif- 
ferent actions by of their dif- 
ferent exposures t solar rays and 
the different soils fr¢ hich they drew 
their nourishment, 

Here you have 2, a demonstra- 
tion how soil and cause 
the amount of active principle to vary 
so much in a plant, and you know also, 


aves «f digitalis in in- 
Such a practice 


country 


renscon 


climate can 


eee @ ee @ 


Hyoscyamine is thought to be milder in 
action than atropine but the indications are 
practically the same. 


A commencing cold ii ie head can usually 
be aborted by a physiologic dose of hyoscya- 
mine in hot water. 
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that the digitalis cultivated in our gar- 
dens is Add _ to this, 
that the leaves of the first year are al- 
most inert, that the leaves of the second 
must be gathered 
escence, that the 
are situated above the radicals, that the 
stem, the petioles and veins are poor in 


almost inert. 


year before inflor- 


most active ones 


active principle, that the pharmacist has 
to keep the leaves carefully shielded 
from the light and moisture, and that 
he has to renew the stock of them every 
year because they change and lose their 
properties, and you will easily under- 
stand with me that there is plenty of 
‘cause for error, and many a cause for 
inequality of medical action. Then if 
your patient would get his medicines 
always from one pharmacist the evil 
would be less, but if you get one dav 
digitalis leaves containing one milli- 
gram of digitalin in a gram of them, 
and next day you get leaves that do 
not contain of digitalin more than three- 
quarters or one-half of a milligram of 
digitalin in a gram of them, then you 
see to what accidents your patient is ex- 
posed. If you use inactive or little active 
leaves you attribute your want of success 
to a 
muscle and not to your medicament, 
and so 


too greatly degenerated heart 
which 
patient, 


will 


mistake, 
your 

hand 

have diagnosed wrongly a degeneration 


commit a 
prejudicial to 
the 


you 
is very 
since on 


one you 


of a heart muscle which is scarcely 
chargeable to it, and on the other hand 
you condemn your ownself for inactive 
therapeutics. Then you are emboldened 
by this large quantity of digitalis leaves 
which produces but a very little appre- 


ciable effect, and you double or treble 
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the dose, but this time with leaves that 


produce an activity twice or thrice 
stronger than before. 

This is the secret of poisoning with 
digitalis of which there is so much talk, 
and which, I repeat, will never happen 
with crystallized digitalin, because its 
physiological properties and therapeu- 
Not that I 
condemn the use of digitalis infusion, 


or maceration, which are choice prep- 


tic action are invariable. 


arations, and which tend especially the 
maceration—sometimes to abundant di- 
uresis, but if you succeed ten, or twenty 
times with these preparations, you may 
meet once, or twice with an entire fail- 
ure to succeed, and even with accidents, 
if you inconsiderately increase the doses. 
It is for this reason again that prefer- 
ence should be given to crystallized digi- 
talin. 

It is said that digitalin is not the 
only active principle of the plant. This 
is true, but digitalein possesses very at- 
tenuated physiologic properties, and di- 
gitin is almost inert, and digitonin has 
an action contrary to digitalin, since it 
produces the same effects as saponine, 
viz. paralysis of the nerves of sensory 
and motor, the muscular apparatus, the 
heart muscle, lowering of the blood- 
pressure, and of the cardiac action in 
the diastole. As to digitoxin of which 
so much is said in a certain region with 
more interested than interesting exag- 
geration, I will tell you soon what is to 
be thought about it. 

“Tt is also said that digitalin has an 
that of the 
This is an- 


inferior diuretic power to 
macerated digitalis leaves. 
other fable, as you will see. 


In 1890, T demonstrated by conclusive 
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Stanley (Brit. Med. Jour.) reports 500 cases 
of diphtheria treated by antitoxin with 80 
deaths; 112 cases had antitoxin rash. 


The keynote of the treatment of tuberculo- 
sis in infancy and childhood is to maintain 
nutrition.—Rachford. 
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and decisive observations, that crystal- 
lized digitalin yields nothing in diuretic 
action to the maceration of digitalis 
leaves. On the contrary, this diuretic 
action is exerted more surely and rapidly 
by digitalin which the stomach supports 
better, and from which it rarely has any 
trouble. 

As to the dose, the following is im- 
portant to know. When you have an 
asystole before you, you must prescribe 
digitalin in high massive doses during 
one day; one milligram of the active 
principle. The patient must at the 
same time be put on a milk diet. This 
then is the antiasystolic dose. It is not 
to be repeated before eight or fifteen 
days if there is a call for it. As to this 
dose of one milligram of crystallized 
digitalin, it is not so strong a dose as 
you think, since it corresponds to a gram 
of the leaves, 
amount will have to be prescribed in 
two doses and even in one dose on ac- 
count of the following general thera- 
peutic principle, which I will explain. 
All slowly eliminating medicines may 
and ought to be prescribed in massive 
doses and for a short period without 
any fear, and not in fractional doses, 


On other occasions, this 


because the organism will charge itself 
with fractioning the doses; on the con- 
trary all rapidly eliminating medicines 
(salicylates, iodides, bromides) 
to be prescribed in fractional doses and 
during 
order to impress the organism advan- 
tageously and for a long time. 

When the disap- 
pearance of the asystolic phenomena, the 
cedemas, dropsies, passive congestions, 
etc., etc., you can then prevent the recur- 


ought 


a longer, or shorter time in 


you have caused 
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rence of these accidents by prescibing 
for your cardiac patients every twenty 
days, or every month, during three or 
four days one granule of a quarter of 
a milligram of crystallized digitalin. This 
is the dose which goes by the title of 
cardiac medication. 

You see by this once more that in 
one medicament there are several, that 
is to say, that with different doses, and 
also with different administrations, digi- 
talin, for instance, acts as much on the 
kidneys, as on the heart. But it must 
be known well, that it is a diuretic only 
occasionally, when there is a cardiac 
cedema, or dropsy to be absorbed, that 
the diuretic action is frequently in an 
inverse sense of the cardio-tonic action, 
and _ reciprocally. This the 
facts of “the disassociated action of 
upon which T have already 


explains 


digitalis,” 
insisted. 
The conclusions : 
Digitalin is a remedy which can be quali- 
fied by the word heroic. It is with- 
out any doubt the most efficacious one 
in all therapeutics, and cardiac therapy 


following are my 


cannot be without it. Hence it is neces- 


sary to have on hand a_ preparation 
which is invariable in its composition 
and its therapeutic action. (We have 
that Digitaline 
lisee de Houde possesses these advan- 


tages. ) 


demonstrated, crystal- 


Tt is the same with the product that 
is so much vaunted in Germany and 
elsewhere; I speak about the digitoxin 
of Schmiedeberg, about which T might 
only have to repeat what T said the past 
year. 

The different 
present a very great variety in the ef- 


samples of digitoxin 
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In adults iron iodide may frequently with 
advantage be combined with phytolaccin in 
glandular maladies, 


Typhoid fever 6726 cases, and scarlet fever 
2303 cases, have been traced to the use of 


infected milk, 
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fected product. Houdas, in France 
where his chemical labors are authority 
on the subject, affirms that this German 
digitoxin is not a product of definite 
and constant composition but a mixture 
containing digitalin together with a 
certain principle which has not yet been 
isolated, analogous, or identical with 
strophanthin or with ouabaine, or tangh- 
inine, bodies which possess a toxic action 
certainly superior to that of our crystal- 
lized digitalin. Herein is the explana- 
of the 


(read, toxicity) of this product. 


tion occasional activity 
But 
the therapeutic power of a remedy is 
not measured always by the toxic acci- 
dents, which it is capable of producing. 


I do not see in all this affair, unfor- 


grand 


tunately more commercial than scientific, 
anything else but the choice of a well! 
applied name, viz. German Digitoxin. 
It continues to give proof of a toxicity 
more or less dangerous. French digita- 
lin crystallized has furnished its proofs 
You 


misled 


as a medicine for a long time. 
will not allow yourselves to be 
by a new name, which is not always a 
new thing, 
that in therapeutics, a thing that is pre- 


and you will agree with me 


tended to be “better” is frequently the 
enemy of that which is good. 

All that we have said and repeated in 
various ways has, therefore, Huchard as 
its grand authority, and we are glad 
to bring his eminent confirmation before 
our readers. 

Mw 


NAIL IN BRONCHUS. 
A boy aged 9 years held a shingle- 


nail It suddenly disap- 
peared and it was supposed that he swal- 


in his mouth. 
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Iron iodide may be given with advantage in 
suitable cases for four to six wecks but no 
longer as a rule, 
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lowed it. He coughed at intervals for 
three and. one-half months, but was able 
to go to school. Finally he was taken 
very sick, with high fever and severe 
A few hours later in a hard fit 
The 


fever remained high for three days but 


cough. 
of coughing he expelled the nail. 


gradually subsided and the child re- 
covered. 
M. C. Rice, M. D. 
Chicago, IIl. 


— 0; 


Lucky! But what a chance lost for 


a $1000 operation.—Ep. 
WM 
PRURITUS ANI. 
For pruritus ani use Lloyd’s thuja 
ointment. 
For 


tincture of thuja. 


venereal warts, apply 
For tonsillitis, alcohol 
I 0z., water 3 0z. Mix. Direct: Hold a 


teaspoonful in mouth for five minutes 


Lloyd’s 


every hour, patient reclining; then swal- 
low slowly. 


a 
Nemaha, Nebr. 


Stiers, M. D. 


Ww oe 


HYDROCELE. 


I have had many cases of hydrocele,and 
since using iodine have never had a 
I draw off the fluid and inject 
two drams of the pure tincture. In a 
few days a little pain is set up in the 


failure. 


lumbar region, which is the best evi- 
dence of success. 


J. W. Witttams, M. D. 


Trading Post, Kas. 
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it cai ; 
Iron iodide may frequently be combined 
with advantage with calcium, arsenic or mer- 
cury iodides, or with other chalybeates, 





HOMEOPATHY. 


As a member of the great Ciinic fam- 
ily, I have often been amused at the 
amount of ignorance displayed by a few 
individuals, of Homeopathy and_ its 
teachings; by those, too, who should be 
better informed upon this subject, in a 
general way at least. Having been 
closely associated with physicians of this 
class for a number of years, and being 
somewhat acquainted with its teachings, 
in the interest of justice I desire to say 
that “size of dose” is not a part of home- 
opathy; any dose less than a poisonous 
one is, when indicated by the law ad- 
missible. 

Second: Surgery, and the use of anti- 
septics internally and externally, are com- 
mon grounds to be occupied by all, re- 
gardless of therapeutic faith. I am no 
less a believer in the truth that “likes 
are cured by likes,” because I “clear the 
deck for action,” by using Saline Lax- 
ative and antiseptics, together with 
plenty of good soap and water, to clean 
up a dirty patient ; and there are many in 
that condition. 

I use the granules, tablets and other 
products of The Abbott Alkaloidal Co., 
and find them entirely reliable; very sat- 


isfactory when given according to home- 
opathic indications, which, like a “streak 
of gold,” run very largely through the 
works of Shaller, Ringer, Bartholow and 
Scudder. In some cases it is rather hard 
to define size of “streak,” as the latter 
eclectic author, under the name of “spe- 
cific medication,” virtually absorbed 
“soul and body” the homeopathic Man- 
ual of Pharmacodynamics, by Dr. Rob- 
ert Hughes, of England. 

For the fact remains that the symp- 
toms, objective and subjective, obtained 
by giving a drug to a healthy individ- 
ual to the toxic limit, will serve as the 
best guide in its application as a remedy 
to cure “like symptoms” in the treat- 
ment of the sick, in less dosage, but 
dose-enough. That the knowledge of 
drug-action thus obtained cannot be 
other than superior to that which is ob- 
tained by experimenting on dogs, cats 
and an occasional army mule, I think 
will go without cavil; at any rate to my 
mind it seems the better plan. 

If a “regular” or “eclectic” indulges 
the delusive hope that his rival home- 
opath cannot cure patients, because 
“he don’t give medicine enough” to do 
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any good, he is innocently cherishing a 
mistaken idea. There may be a tran- 
scendentalist, or “high potency,” here 
and there among my homeopathic breth- 
ren, who swears by the infinitesimal dose. 
But such men are rapidly “running out,” 
and their places are being filled by ra- 
tional prescribers, those who use medi- 
cines for a purpose and to a purpose. 
The sticklers for ethereal medication are 
usually thick-headed Teutons, whose 
stomachs are never bathed with thin 
beer, or very dilute whisky. 

A. H. Cottins, M. D. 

Tulsa, I. T. 
—:0:— 


Our position on the school question 
is very easily stated: We use what rem- 
edies we please and allow other doc- 
tors the same privilege. Dosimetry sup- 
plies definite drugs, accurately dosed, 
and each doctor uses them in the way he 
thinks advisable. And we believe the 
constitution of our country and the re- 
ligious sentiment of 
oppose 


the people, alike 
the curtailment of liberty of 
thought, belief and action, of any cit- 
izen. We will not submit to control in 
these respects and we don’t want to con- 
trol you.—That’s all.—Ep. 
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THE BEST JOURNAL FOR THE 
GENERAL PRACTITIONER. 


In looking over the pages of many of 
the current medical periodicals, we find 
that they are in a great measure made 
up of society reports, and descriptions of 


rare affections and difficult surgical 
operations which do not, as a rule, come 
under the observation of the general 
practitioner—in country practice espe- 
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cially—once in a lifetime» They also 
contain much that is mere theory with 
regard to the virtues of certain drugs 
or methods of treatment, which are 
lauded as specifics to-day and abandoned 
to-morrow, so to speak. Now, these 
things are all right in their place, and 
good enough as far as they go, and the 
doctor can read them with profit at his 
leisure (providing he has leisure); but 
what the busy doctor really wants is 
something bearing directly on his daily 
work. He wants something that will 
be helpful in that severe case of pneu- 
monia he has seen to-day; he wants to 
know the best treatment for that alarm- 
ing case of croup he will be called in a 
hurry to see to-night; he wants to know 
how best to manage that epidemic of 
scarlet fever which is abroad in the land, 
and which will demand his attention to- 
morrow, and for several weeks follow- 
ing. In fact, he wants a live, working 
journal, up-to-date and reliable, whose 
teachings he can apply in his daily prac- 
tice with the assurance that he will not 
be disappointed. Such a journal is THE 
ALKALOIDAL CLINIC, and to the busy 
country doctor I would say: “Take the 
Ciinic and read it, regardless of the 
adverse criticism of your super-orthodox 
brother practitioner and the cry of “com- 
mercialism,” and you will be abundantly 
repaid by the gratitude of your patients 
who will be quick to appreciate the ben- 
efits derived from your improved meth- 
ods of practice, and by the consciousness 
of having become a better doctor. 
D. W. Owens, M. D. 
Mosheim, Tenn. 
—:0:— 


Take the last sentence, and we offer 
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Hydrastine does "not relieve night-sweats so 
quickly as atropine, but its effects are far 
more enduring. 


In pulmonary consumption hydrastine is a 
useful remedy to check sputa, invigorate tis- 
sue and restore appetite. 
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a rousing Amen. A _ better doctor! 
Friends, if we can help you to become 
better doctors, and you will help us to 
become better doctors, that is all there 
is to it. Judge the CLinic solely by 
that standard. Nothing else matters to 
you or us.—Ep. 


ww 


VIEWS AND EXPERIENCES. 


The Protective Accountant I have 
been using a year. I have been in the 
practice of medicine and surgery fofty 
years, and have tried most all methods 
and systems of bookkeeping, but found 
none equal, handy and convenient, as 
this of yours. 

On the theory and practice of alka- 
loidal medication what work do you 
consider the best? The CLInic is a 
good expositor of alkaloidal medicine. 
I read it very closely and enjoy it as 
well as any journal I have—a half 
dozen or more—and better than some. 
When I look back and see the large and 
heavy trunk I used to carry thirty years 
ago, and the pocket-case I am now 
using, with even more articles of use in 
it; when I see the great advance in 
surgery as well as medicine and chemis- 
try—in all the sciences—I cannot but 
wonder and think: “How mighty well” 
our fathers did, stumbling in the dark- 
ness of their day. The old lengthy 
transits are shortened by steam and elec- 
tricity, and the old lengthy system of 
medicine by a better knowledge of bac- 
teriology and alkalometry. 

The past year passed pleasantly with 
me, I have no reason for complaint and 
a great many things to be thankful for. 
God has been kind and generous to me 
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and mine—so “Give thanks unto the 
Lord, for his mercy endureth forever,” 
is the expression of my soul, and may it 
be yours also. 

G. B. Noyes, M. D. 

Charleston, Me. 

—:0:— 

For alkaloidal medicine you would get 
more from American Alkalometry than 
from all other books combined. We 
have published these two volumes at 
a simply nominal price, in order to place 
the facts before the profession at the 
smallest possible cost. 

Many thanks for your very pleasant 
letter—Eb. 

mw Mw 
THANKS. 


Have just been reading the January 
Curnic and am delighted with it. The 
concluding article on “Love and Sexu- 
ality” is elegant; the woman who has 
seen fit to write these practical and sen- 
sible ideas has conferred a benefit upon 
all her readers. She certainly comes 
very near being “the real thing,” as a 
sample of a complete woman and a wife; 
and I am only sorry that this last article 
is to be the concluding one. 

The way you called down her poor 
old sexually dyspeptic critic was just 
right. She is an example of a class of 
females who, if they succeed in their 
efforts, will undoubtedly bring us to a 
condition of legal polygamy. There are 
very few men who could be brought to 
force their favors upon her or her sis- 
ters. 

Your excellent paper on arbutin has 
disclosed to me the very agent needed, 
in the case of an old male patient, who 
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_ In the indigestion of drunkards hydrastine 
is the most useful single agent at the com- 
mand of the physician. 


In enlargements of the spleen not due to 
acute inflammation or abscess hydrastine is 
only less useful than berberine. 
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wets the bed and his clothing and damp- 
ens the feelings of the whole family. 
A. L. Barton, M. D. 
Independence, Colo. 


—:0:— 


I look upon the rescue of arbutin 
from its prison as one of the most im- 
portant services Alkalometry has _ yet 
done the profession.—Eb. 


MM 
ERYSIPELAS. 


I write to acknowledge the receipt 
of the CLinic and the 12-vial case, and 
last but not least Shaller’s Guide. I can- 
not speak in terms of too high praise of 
this little gem of a book. I have read 
it through and much of it have reread. 
It is indeed a splendid little volume, and 
I would not part with it for many times 
its price. I find myself falling in love 
more and more with “the little pills,” 
as I read the little gem and the CLINIC. 
I have found much in the Criinic of 
priceless benefit. You may count on me 
as a permanent subscriber. 

I have been using the following pre- 
scription in erysipelas several years, and 
have never known it to fail to cure, 
and that in a very few hours. I consider 
it one of the certainties in medicine, 
and desire to give it to the readers of 
the CLINIC as part payment for some 
of the many good things received at 
their hands. It may not be new and is 
not original with me: 

Tincture of chloride of iron, fluid ex- 
tract of ergot, and glycerin, equal parts. 
Mix. Shake well and paint over the in- 
flamed area every two or three hours 
and cover with gauze. 
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It does not give pain. It counteracts 
the inflammation and stops its spreading 
in a very short time. I usually give a 
few doses of calomel, if indicated, but 
rarely anything else unless some com- 
plication calls for it. I hope the 
Cirnic readers will try it, and report 
results. Would like to have criticism 
from editor or any of the CLINIC 
family. 

T. H. Lyon, M. D. 

Martin, Ga. 


—:0 — 


This prescription reminds me some- 
what of that used by Prof. Garretson, 
of Philadelphia, which consisted of 
equal parts of tincture of iron, compound 
tincture of cinchona and quinine sul- 
phate, applied locally. Have you ever 
used pilocarpine internally in erysipelas? 
—Ep. 

Mw Mw 


NOTES. 


If Drs. Abbott and Shaller make as 
good success extracting the active prin- 
ciple from that metamorphic rock in 
Colorado, as they have in extracting the 
active principles of drugs, it will be 
another boon to the worn-out doctor. 
If that proves as handy a medicine to 
the tired doctor in cases of emergency 
as the alkaloids do, the doctors will rise 
up and bless them; for that will enable 
them to carry in their pocket all neces- 
saries for emergencies. The alkaloid is 
the mediator between the big-dose, the 
middle-dose and the little-dose men, as 
was said by two friends of mine, one 
an eclectic and the other a homeopath, 
who were on a committee with me to 
discuss the means of preventing hog 
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In atonic conditions of any of the abdomi- 
nal viscera hydrastine stands next to ber- 
berine in point of efficiency. 


Helenin has proved successful in treating 
Asiatic cholera; dose 0.001 every half hour, 
up to 0.02 in a day. 
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cholera, in a Farmer’s Institute. The 
eclectic gentleman, after examining my 
case of alkaloids, said he thought I 
was a big-dose man until then, now he 
did not know where to place me, as I 
was a smaller-dose man than our friend, 
the homeopath, I informed him that I 
did not adhere to any path, that I 
treated indications as they appeared, and 
often gave 15 grains of calomel at one 
dose, and often gave one of these little 
granules every five minutes; and ex- 
plained to him that the granules were 
the active principles of drugs, and that 
| could carry a variety of medicine in 
my coat pocket; that they had never dis- 
appointed me in their action, were safe 
and reliable where indicated, and were 
indicated in nine-tenths of the cases in 
this country, as my note-book would 
show. 

This is my experience with alkalom- 
etry so far. Iam _ still a student of 
that and all other means of relieving the 
sick and afflicted. 

Now, permit me, Mr. Editor, as one 
of the lords of creation, to remove my 
head covering and bless the author of 
“Ut Prosim.” Could the female portion 
of our globe all be like her, in a few 
generations the world would be re- 
deemed by love, her offspring would be 
the glory of God, the millennium would 
be ushered, with pure love and intelli- 
gence. 

E, T. Lewis, M. D. 

Woolworth, Tenn. 


—:0— 

Truly, the alkaloids offer a common 
ground upon which all may meet and 
rearrange the practice of medicine upon 
the basis of personal freedom and com- 
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mon sense. Let those commercially 
interested in keeping sectarian rancor in 
existence fight it out among themselves. 


It doesn’t interest us.—Eb. 
ww Ww 
ERYSIPELAS. 


Bathe with water as hot as bearable, 
for at least half an hour, not allowing 
the water to cool; then apply cloths 
saturated in mercury bichloride solution, 
1 to 1000, for twenty minutes; repeated 
two to four times; then apply ung. 
hydrarg. oxid. flav., ten grains to the 
ounce. 

In this land, where erysipelas is epi- 
demic, and we have had five epidemics 
in three years, I have cured hundreds 
of cases in a few hours by this method. 

C. D. Ussuer, M. D. 

Van, Turkey in Asia. 


Doctor, what an opportunity to try 
on a larger scale our remedies—pilocar- 
pine for sthenic, tincture of iron for 
asthenic erysipelas.—Ep. 

we Me 
COCAINE. 


In the February Ciinic I notice ref- 


erences to cocaine, which is recom- 
mended in various conditions and es- 
pecially to supplant the craving for al- 
cohol, These uses of cocaine would be 
to say the least, dangerous, especially 
to overcome the craving for alcohol. 
Physicians as a class are already too 
much addicted to drug usage, and such 
advice only tends to increase the trouble. 
One case at least has come under my 
care, and I have heard of others, where 
cocaine was given to cure morphine and 
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Helenin has been recommended as an ef- 
fective internal remedy for ozena; dose 0.001 
every hour, or 0.02 within twenty-four hours. 


Helenin is one of the numerous remedies 
that have been recommended for malaria but 
insufficiently tested. 
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the liquor habit; but the result was most 
disastrous, a cocaine habit being formed, 
that proved worse in every way than 
the first one. 

Cuas. H. BusHNe.t, M. D. 

Chicago, IIl. 

—:0— 

In regard to cocaine, I have never 
known it to cure the morphine habit. 
On the contrary, the patient uses it to 
enable him to take more morphine than 
he could otherwise; but in regard to 
the whisky habit, the fact is this: I 
have sometimes found that the craving 
for alcohol was in the throat 
and mouth, and that by chewing coca- 
bola, composed largely of coca leaves, 
the craving was completely relieved. I 
have never used cocaine alone for this 
purpose, nor have | ever allowed the 
patient to know what he was using, 
and in this way have avoided the for- 
mation of the habit. I fully approve of 
every word of your letter.—Eb. 

WM 
DIZZINESS. 


seated 


On page 62, January CLINIC, is given 
a remedy for dizziness. The author says 
he has only met with the symptoms 
in threatened apoplexy. I have oftener 
met with it in stomach derangements. 
My remedy in almost any case is hyos- 
cyamus. I commonly add rhubarb, and 
often a little capsicum. If the stomach 
is sour, add saits of tartar. Regulate 
the bowels. Where apoplexy threatens, 
deplete from the bowels, and use collin- 
sonia to strengthen the blood-vessels. 
eo 
——, Oregon. 
—:0 — 


Since atropine inhibits the secretion 
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of hydrochloric acid, its exhibition, as 
in hyoscyamus, is indicated in hyper- 
chlorhydria and the consequent vertigo. 
—Ep. 
WM 
A KICK AT THE METRIC. 


I read on page 42, THE ALKALOIDAL 
CLINnIc, January, 1902, “Urinalysis for 
Sugar.” You say, urine ten drops, 
which is Americanly understood, but you 
say add to 10 ccm of urine. Now it is 
broadly understood that the Frenchman 
means by that 10 cubic centimeters. But 
I am not a bloody Frenchman. See? I 
am a thorough-born and _free-raised 
American, and no Frenchman or gov- 
ernment can force their weight, meas- 
We 
all know a meter in French means meas- 
ure in English, but a measure in Eng- 
lish could be all the way from a grain 
to a car-load. And a ccm could be the 
hundredth part of a grain, a car-load 
or any (meter) measure between the 
two. And we all know that a metre 
is a certain fractional part of the dis- 
tance from pole to pole of the earth, 
or from pole to meridian, or something 
like that. Isn’t that coming fine as frog- 
hair? Thirty-nine and one-third inches 
mit a fraction. Now if they want to 
enforce their weights, measures and lan- 
guage upon us, so they can come over 
here and cope with us without study- 
ing our ways, etc., let them give us the 
bayonet and declare their money a legal 
tender in America also, and we'll try to 
fix em up like Wellington did at Water- 
loo. No difference how many countries 
have adopted the heaven-begotten metric 
system, please don’t give us any more 
French, but use United States, in the 


ures, language, or ways upon me. 
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In respiratory catarrhs with relaxation of 
the tissues, such as bronchorrhea, helenin is 
an efficient remedy. 


the vitality of the tissues. 


Helenin is an old remedy for tuberculosis, 
bolieved to act by stimulating or increasing 
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language of THE ALKALOIDAL CLINIC. 
I have no meter to meter the urine in, 
neither have I a centimeter to meter the 
urine in, and I am not going to send to 
France to get a meter to meter anything 
in. 

Now don’t undertake to tell us what 
a meter is. We know all about a meter. 
the arc, the liter, the gramme, and we 
know all about deca, hecto, kilo, muria, 
deci, centi and milli, 

Now please give me the measures in 
plain United States. With best wishes 
for yourself and your journal. 

W. J. Contey, M. D. 

Coalgate, I. T. 

—:0:— 


Well, we are somewhat American our- 
selves. Nevertheless the use of this 
system has become so general and is so 
convenient that it would take a good 
deal of pretty high-priced time to trans- 
late back again into the old cumber- 
some Johnny Bull weights and meas- 
ures. I don’t believe you are an Amer- 
ican, but a Britisher in disguise, and are 
trying to perpetuate the British yoke. 
Now own up. Don’t you calculate your 
investments in pounds, shillings and 
pence, and not in those abominable 
metric, new-fangled dollars and cents ?— 
Ep, 

MW Me 


BILE. 


In this drouth-stricken country, I am 


not burdened with money collected. 
But we are not exempt from disease. 
The grippe is just giving us fits. As I 
have only been in practice 35 years, I 
have a good many things to learn yet; 
hut I learned several years ago not to 
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helieve every thing I saw in print—or 
the half of what I heard. People would 
inform me that Martha vomited a half 
gallon of green, yellow or black bile. 
Well, of course I never debated the sub- 
ject with my patients, but I never be- 
lieved that any person ever vomited one 
drop of bile; for it is an oil, which you 
can grease your buggy with, and it beats 
castor oil. The gall-bladder only holds 
about two ounces, and how could it be 
possible to vomit a half-gallon? 

Here, when a patient is first taken 
with a chill, if he vomits or takes purga- 
tive medicines the actions are yellow. 
If the fever becomes continued, the ex- 
cretions become green, whether vomited 
or passed through the bowels. If it be- 
comes malignant, the excretions are 
black or dark. The yellow water I call 
mild malarial poisoning, the green is a 
worse grade, and the black is the worst 
of all, as in swamp-fever. But it is 
water, whether yellow, green or black, 
and not one drop of bile in a gallon of it. 

I used to give calomel to work the 
bile out of my patients, but I have quit. 
I give sodium phosphate, cream of tartar 
or seidlitz, to wash out the stomach, 
bowels and blood, then I come in on my 
quinine and diuretics; quinine for the 
malaria and diuretics to cleanse the blood, 
through its natural channel, the kidneys, 
for the urine is the filth from the blood. 
I think all this ado about calomel, Anti- 
Pills, Liver Regulator, Liver 
Turner, etc., is all bosh. The bile was 
created to oil the mucous membrane of 
the bowels, to keep them from becom- 
ing irritated, and is only secreted at the 
rate of a dram per day, or not quite so 
much; and I believe I could vomit the 


bilious 
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In chorea and in whooping-cough, helenin 
has been given with advantage as an anti- 
spasmodic and vital incitor. 


Helenin has been used locally in diphtheria 
as a solvent of the diphtheritic membrane 
with asserted success. 
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spermatic fluid of the testes as easy as 
I could the bile out of the liver. I don’t 
believe anything ever comes from below 
the stomach, out through the mouth, but 
goes like water, down grade. 

I have fine success in my practice, 
have not had a case of slow fever in 
twenty years; hardly ever make more 
than one to three visits to see any pa- 
tient. Of course I do not make much 
money, but I don’t have the honor of 
sending many of my patients to the un- 
dertaker. 

These little granules put up by The 
Abbott Alkaloidal Co. are about all the 
medicine I need. You can get them for 
any disease. My patients like them. 
Success to the Crinic. Tell the breth- 
ren to laugh over my bile theory and 
take calomel. 

M. S. Moors, M. D. 

Florence, Ark. 

—:0:— 

Dr. Moore’s bump of distrust is well 
developed. It doesn’t hurt to have our 
beliefs questioned occasionally. If we 
really know, it is easy to reply. —Epb. 


ww 
CORYZA. 


The treatment of acute coryza 
usually carried out by the general practi- 
cian, and the specialists as well, is un- 
satisfactory to the patient and physi- 
cian. It generally means spraying the 
nares with watery, alkaline solutions, fol- 
lowed by cily sprays, containing menthol, 
etc. Some physicians supplement the local 
treatment by making applications of co- 
caine to the mucous membrane.  In- 
ternally the medication consists of qui- 
nine, Dover’s powder, aconite and bella- 
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Helenin is a tonic and stimulant to the skin, 


and to the digestive and respiratory mucous 
membranes as well. 
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donna, etc., according to the fancy of 
the physician. 

The writer, after long experience 
with the above mentioned methods, has 
almost entirely discarded them. Watery 
sprays he believes are never indicated, 
as the tissues are always water-soaked 
sooner or later. Cocaine he never uses, 
as the secondary congestion is generally 
worse than before its use. 

The local treatment consists of the 
following measures: A cotton tampon 
is made and soaked in a Io per cent 
solution of ichthyol in glycerin. The 
tampon snould be made as large as 
possible without causing pain on its 
introduction into the inferior meatus, 
which should be done with long slender 
forceps. The tampons are usually about 
an inch and a half long, and a little less 
in diameter than a lead pencil. After 
squeezing out the excess of the solution 


they are introduced into the inferior pas- 
sages of the nose, the physician of course 
making use of the head mirror and nasal 


speculum. The patient is instructed 
to keep his head inclined downwards, 
in order to facilitate the escape of the 
watery discharge, which soon com- 
mences, and prevent the discharge from 
going into the throat, as the taste is 
somewhat disagreeable. 

The tampons are allowed to remain 
in piace about twenty minutes and are 
then removed. On removal they are 
frequently two or three times as large 
as when introduced, and the tissues are 
shrunken as much. The ichthyol re- 
duces the inflammation and the glycerin 
dehydrates the tissues. The patient is 
instructed to blow his nose gently after 
removal of the tampons, clearing it of 
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In the diarrhea accompanying phthisis, 
whether tubercular or septic, helenin has 
proved an effective remedy. 
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mucus, after which it is sprayed with 
menthol or oil of pine needles in oily 
solution, and he is given small doses of 
atropine, gr. 1-500 hourly, until the 
throat is dry; and cautioned to eat as 
little and drink as little as possible, until 
the coryza is well; which in the writer’s 
experience is usually about 24 hours. 
If the patient is feverish or complains 
of headache, small 
are added to the atropine. 

The only difficulty in using the tam- 
pons is caused by deflections of the sep- 
tum or by large spurs. 
writer applies a little adrenalin or pow- 
dered suprarenal extract to the turbin- 
ate, sufficient to shrink the tissues and 
facilitate the introduction of the tam- 
pon, 


doses of aconitine 


In such cases the 


F. W. Davis, M. D. 

Cincinnati, O, 

—:0:— 

I have many times aborted coryzas 
by applying a little Camphoral, empty- 
ing the bowels, and abstaining from all 
fluids and eating very little food for a 
day. Full veins increase the 
gestion; and it is singular that domestic 
practice invariably embraces the free use 
of liquids, which can only 
threatened attack into activity — Eb. 

MM 
KILLS ANYTHING. 


con 


force a 


I must take time to tell you of the 
freaks performed by the last batch of 
tape-worm remedy you sent me. 


A boy, 12, healthy, developed epi- 
lepsy. The attack came on about the 
full moon, lasted a day and night at 
first, but later were partially controlled 
by the bromides, passiflora, etc. 
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I studied the case closely but could 
find no cause for the trouble ex- 
cept some indication of tape-worm. 
Close watching failed to discover any 
joints passing, but as there was no other 
medicine indicated I concluded to try 
for tape-worm. I cleaned out the ali- 
mentary canal, epileptic symptoms came 
on, gave hypodermic of morphine, gr. 
1-8, atropine gr. 1-300, and followed 
with one-half contents of bottle of 
tape-worm remedy. The boy ejected it 
from the stomach in five minutes, and 
with it one living newt, known among 
the boys as a “water-dog.” He has 
had no spasms since. 

Now, Doctor, this will be a tough 
dose for you to swallow, but grease 
it and take it, for it is absolutely true. 

The boy tells me that he swallowed it 
while drinking from a pool in a branch 
two springs ago, and felt it “wiggle” 
as he swallowed it. He has had fits 
from then until he got rid of it. 

J. T. Wuarton, M. D. 
Duncan, I. T. 
—:0:— 

Has any one observed the effects of 
this mixture on lumbricoids? I have an 
idea that no form of intestinal parasite 
can withstand it.—Ep. 


MM 
NOTES. 


result of 
principles. 
exclusively as 

more here 


I am pleased with the 
treatment by the active 
I do not them 
they cost one-fourth 
than in the States, while we get 
less from our patients. But to show 
you. the value I place on them, I treat 
all acute and serious cases with them 


use 
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Hydrastine is an effective emmenagogue 
in large, fat, anemic women, with flabby tone- 
less uterine tissues, 


Hydrastine is a very useful remedy in the 
chronic forms of catarrhal jaundice, dose 0.01 
four times a day. 
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exclusively, and am satisfied they are 
best for all cases. I have had over 60 
cases of pneumonia and broncho-pneu- 
monia without a death; and a much 
earlier convalescence, some aborting on 
the second or third day. There has 
also been a notable absence of compli- 
cations. I had 75 cases of scarlet fever 
without a death, and very few secondary 
affections; 25 cases of typhoid fever 
without a death; a great deal of measles 
and whooping-cough during the last two 
years, without a death, but the type was 
mild. 

There are a few points on which I 
would like light. In some cases, after 
taking aconitine for fever, when this 
was gone and aconitine discontinued, 
numbness and tingling remained for 
days, and in one case for a month. In 
children I noted on giving aconitine in 
solution, that the throat was quickly 
affected, and they kept swallowing and 
clutching at the throat, especially when 
less than two years of age. Amenorrhea 
followed for months after crystalline 
aconitine, and one patient with persistent 
and inveterate neuralgia, previously 
regular, ceased menstruating six months. 
Saline Laxative, Intestinal Antiseptic 
and Triple Arsenates with Nuclein, 
constituted the remaining treatment. 
She is 24, unmarried, well in other re- 
spects, the neuralgia now rare and slight, 
no pelvic abnormality and no pregnancy. 
All treatment has failed to restore the 
flow. 

I take six medical journals but receive 
more useful information from the 
Ciinic in the treatment of disease, than 
from all the others combined. 

Joun P. Srncrarr, M. D. 

Gananoque, Ont. 
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Many thanks for your very nice let- 
ter, which is highly appreciated. It is 
a pleasure to put good tools in skillful 
hands. 

The persistence of numbness is a very 
curious symptom. I have not met with 
it, but would think it an indication for 
brucine, pushed to full effect. The ef- 
fect upon children’s throats is intelli- 
gible, as aconitine in the smallest doses 
produces local anesthesia, This may be 
avoided by giving each dose in a table- 
spoonful of water instead of a teaspoon- 
ful; also by quickly swallowing plain 
water after the solution. 

The amenorrhea is inexplicable, as 
this is one of the most effective agents 
in existence for restoring the flow, when 
it is checked by catching cold. Possi- 
bly, however, the decongestive action 
curative in the one case prevented the 
flow in the others. I should think san- 
guinarine would restore it, although 
Murrell warmly recommends senecin in 
similar cases.—Eb. 


ve 
MORPHINE POISON. 


A boy, 3% years old, was having 
chills; and his mother intending to give 
him quinine, gave him a No. 2 capsule 
of morphine sulphate. She having seen 
me give a double dose of quinine, con- 
cluded that she would do so also, wait- 
ing only a few minutes from the first 
dose until she gave another capsule of 
morphine. She went to her work in 
the garden, leaving his little sister to 
watch him. Noticing something wrong 
with him she called his mother, who 
became alarmed and sent for me. I soon 
learned the trouble. Having nothing 
better with me I began to administer 
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Hyoscine hydrobromate represents in doses 
of gr. 1-100 the virtues of potassium bromide 
gr. 30, without its bad effects. 


In catarrhal endometritis with leucorrhea 
from relaxation, helonin sometimes proves 
precisely the bracer that is needed. 
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concentrated oil of sassafras, with re- 
covery in eighteen hours. 
E. J. Grirren, M. D. 
Weldon, Ark. 
—: o:— 
There are safer household remedies 
than bulk morphine, Why don’t you 


supply them yourself ?—Eb. 
Ww Mw 
REMEDY FOR APPETITE. 


I have observed that an orange eaten 
just before meals completely takes away 
my appetite. Cut the orange across in 
slices, take a section in the mouth with 
the rind between the teeth, squeezing 
both the juice of rind and pulp into the 
mouth, and throw away the rest; this 
entirely assuages my appetite. I directed 
a patient with gout to do this, and he has 
gone 34 days without food. His gout 
is being greatly relieved. 

I gave a boy one orange, which he ate 
skin and all. It was one week before 
he got hungry again. Is this a notion 
of mine, or is there something in it? 

I have used the alkaloids with my 
usual success, and much better results 
in some cases. I have excellent results 
from collinsonin in 80 per cent of 
hemorrhoids. 

H. W. Smairn, M. D. 

Sisson, Cal. 

—:0:— 

Rarely do patients ask remedies for 
appetite, though they are often indicated. 
—Ep. 

wo 


RELIABILITY OF CLINIC ADS. 


Editor Alkaloidal Clinic: 
To-night is quite cold, and I am in 
my office by a good fire; and being alone 
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have concluded to write you what has 
been my intention to do for the past four 
or five years; and it is this: About four 
years ago I saw an advertisement in a 
certain high-class literary journal, of a 
certain very useful instrument at an ex- 
ceedingly low price. As I was needing 
an instrument of that description I 
bought one. Now, the reason I placed 
confidence in the machine being worth 
the money and useful, was because of my 
confidence in the character of the journal 
carrying the advertisement. I was 
sorely disappointed. 

We are apt to see a great many things 
advertised we need and want, and at 
such prices as will induce us to buy, 
and when we come to look at it, it is 
not worth the postage and time spent 
in the correspondence. The reason why 
so many fake advertisements, or rather 
advertisers, succeed in selling their 
goods, is on account of getting into 
good company—good journals. 

I never conducted the publishing of 
a newspaper or magazine, so I can’t, per- 
haps, know how difficult it may be to 
keep out all the goats from among the 
sheep. 

I have bought, first and last, goods 
from quite a number of the CLINic’s 
advertisers, and in no instance have I 
had cause for complaint. Hence, when 
I see an advertisement in THe ALKa- 
LOIDAL CLINIC, I take it for granted it 
is all right; these advertisers are in good 
company. 

I invariably closely peruse every page 
of advertisements in the journal before 
reading scarcely a line of the other mat- 
ter. 

Now, it is more than likely that there 
would be many a typewriter, electric ap- 
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Hyoscine hydrobromate completely replaces 
the big-dose bromides without any of their 
disadvantages whatsoever. 


In mental disorders, impending or actually 
established, hyoscine is the best of hypnotics 
and nerve sedatives. 
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paratus, instruments and a good many 
other things, which doctors are inter- 
ested in, sold if seen in the CLINIC. 

Dr. Janeway said that the CLINIC was 
a present help in time of need. He 
could as appropriately have extended 
his reference to the advertising pages of 
the Crin1c—where the greatest order 
and display, to effect, is made, and from 
which fake concerns are excluded. 

W. H. Biytue, M. D. 
Mt, Pleasant, Texas. 


= 0 — 


We try to be just as helpful in CLINIC 
ad pages as in the body of the journal— 
to both we give our best endeavor and 
we are glad of this good word. Doc- 
tor, our advertisers will serve you all 
the better for this frank expression of 
good will._—Eb. 

Me 
EPILEPSY. 

The following letter which I received 
a few days ago, seems worthy of publi- 
cation: 

“Prof. G. H. French: 

“Dear Sir:—I saw a clipping last No- 
vember, taken the Minneapolis 
Journal, referring to a_ semi-annual 
meeting of the Southern Ill. Med, Asso- 


from 


ciation, at which meeting you were pre- 
sent and explained your discovery of 
an intestinal parasite to which many 
cases of epilepsy could be traced. Hav- 
ing a friend thus afflicted I took great 


interest in your communication about the 


I sent this 
clipping to my friend, who through the 


remedy for this malady. 


advice of an eminent physician was kept 
under the influence of bromides to quiet 
the nerves, while the convulsions were 
2e¢e @ 

To allay sexual excitement hyoscine hydro- 


bromate fully equals potassium bromide with- 
out upsetting the stomach, 
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gradually increasing. The convulsions 
began two years ago, falling three times 
the first year, and last summer every 
month. She is a beautiful, promising 
I strongly ad- 


vised her to drop the bromides and try 


young lady, 23 years old. 


this remedy of yours, which I learn is 
the 
thought he had some somewhere in the 
basement, but never had any call for it. 
She has been taking it faithfully ever 
The 


left and the convulsions have ceased. Is 


extract of verbena. The druggist 


since. constipation has entirely 
it best to discontinue the medicine under 
the circumstances, or take it in smaller 
doses for fear of a recurrence of the 
trouble? This little clipping will be the 
means of doing great good, for ] have 
since learned of similar cases, and have 
not been slow in giving others the bene- 
fit of a trial, although this disease may 
sometimes arise from other causes. | 
had supposed that this disease originated 
in the brain, and so this poor mother 
believed, and never dreamed of curing 
her girl. They are wild with enthu- 
siasm.” 
—:0:— 

From the above it would seem that the 
extract of verbena has a decidedly bene- 
ficial effect on constipation, as well as 
[ would like to 
ask our alkaloidal chemist what the crude 
drug contains besides verbenin. I have 
not noticed an appreciable effect on con- 
stipation in the use of verbenin. 

G. H. Frencn, A. M. 


Carbondale, III. 


being an antispasmodic, 


—_- >. — 


IT am recommending verbenin for epi- 


lepsy, six granules daily, adding two 


daily whenever a fit occurs.—Ep. 
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In spermatorrhea hyoscine hydrobromate 
prevents the losses and actually increases the 
strength in this way, 
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LOCOMOTOR ATAXIA. 


I have been informed that a prize of 
$10,000 has been offered by a Loco- 
motor Ataxia League, I think in New 
York City, for a cure for the above dis- 
ease; and as I am treating several physi- 
cians, in order to secure said prize, I am 
anxious that other brother physicians 
shall try my treatment; and if in the 
event they cure their cases more quickly 
than I do, then I ask that they report the 
It matters not who does the cur- 
ing—it is the cure that wins the prize, 


same. 
not the prescriber. If the prize is won 
it will then be known as the League 
Cure. Should my treatment fail to cure 
a percentage great enough to secure the 
prize, by starting the movement herein 
exemplified the profession will doubtless 
become exceedingly interested, so much 
so that a specific may be found if not 
We all know that sul- 
phur, charcoal and saltpetre are common 
household remedies, perfectly innocent 
in themselves; but when properly and 


already found. 


correctly combined make gunpowder— 
the powder behind the bullet that con- 
quers ‘the nations, subdues kingdoms 
and makes carnage of the human race. 
Then let this little hint bear upon your 
minds in so far as to study the plan of 
treatment and remedies employed, ever 
bearing in mind that it is the way and 
manner of putting little things together 
that makes them great and powerful. 

1. See to it that the bowels are kept 
free from constipation and the liver cells 
are acting. A combination of sodium 
phosphate and sulphate will do the work 
of cleansing the bowels and arousing 
the liver cells to activity. 


Ri. Syrup Phospho-Albumen, one, ta- 
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blespoonful, or one five-grain tablet of 
the same, or 10 gr. of Bioplasm (take 
your choice), this to be taken immedi- 
ately after each meal; and 20 to 30 
minutes after the above is taken, take 
the following: BK. Strychnine valerian- 
ate gr. 1-67, strontium arsenite gr. 1-67, 
aluminum chloride gr. 2%, santonin gr. 
14, P. F. cannabis indica gr. 4%, codeine 
hydrobromate gr. 1-3. 
or tablet. 


For one capsule 
Dose: One 20 to 30 minutes 
after each meal. This capsule is for the 
lightning pains, staggering gait and 
other conditions, and will bear the clos- 
est scrutiny. Give two or three times a 
day a glass of rich milk with a raw egg 
beaten up with it. 

And now comes the keystone to the 
arch (which (Red 
Cross Notes by me months 


was published in 
few 
Use Canthos for 


Apply Canthos over the 


some 
ago): Fly-blistering. 


this purpose. 


spine, in spots in a circle over the point 


of tenderness or hardening, once every 
seven days, the blister to be about the 
size of the end of the little finger to 
make the circle or wheel; or if the spot 
of tenderness cannot be located, then 
blister the length of the spine, the blister 
spots to be the size of a bean and about 
one inch apart; and twice a month apply 
a Czanthos blister to the base of the 
brain. The blister must not be perfect 
or complete, else it may rupture 
make the treatment of no effect. 


and 
The 
skin should become reddened and show 
signs of blistering, when a mush poultice 
applied will bring the blister to perfec- 
The 


will then be reabsorbed, serving as an 


tion without its bursting. serum 


or antidotal serum. 
been 


antitoxin 


I have experimenting with 
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Hyoscine hydrobromate is an effective hyp- 
notic in too many forms of insomnia for 
cnumeration in three lines. 


In treating the morphine habit Lott keeps 
the patient asleep with hyoscine hydrobromate 
for forty-eight hours. 
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Spanish fly-blister ever since my life 
was saved, by one being applied to the 
top of my head, some forty years ago, 
when a mere lad. I had been given up 
to die by my father and other physicians. 
I could hear all that was going on but 
could neither speak nor see. The pain 
in my head was intolerable—the blister 
quickly gave back my sight and speech, 
and relief from the agonizing, torturing 
pain. My affliction was caused by hold- 
ing my head down, trying to remove a 
stopper from a jug that had fallen in- 
side—the sun pouring red hot rays on 
the base of my brain, on a hot summer’s 
day. For weeks I lay in a stupor, until 
the blister was used. 

For the dribbling of urine, often due 
to bladder paralysis in locomotor ataxia, 
give granules of cantharidin gr. 1-1500 
in 2 to 4 drops of pure mullein oil, sev- 
eral times a day. I believe my experi- 
ence and experiments with fly-blisters in 
the manner presented in Red Cross 
Notes, Series III, No. 9, was the first 
ever written on the subject, as there out- 
lined. In fact, I never heard or read of 
such plan of treatment being used by 
any one, and for said ailments. 

J. Zacuary Taytor, M. D. 

Baltimore, Md. 


—:0:— 


I earnestly hope Dr. Taylor—or some 
one else—will earn and get the $10,000 
prize.—Eb. 


CROUP. 


Called by ’phone in great haste at 
5 a. m.; a girl, 5, gasping for breath. 
Treatment: Aconitine, atropine and 


bryonin, a granule each in hot water 
ee @ 
Acute mania, and delirium from any cause 


excepting fever, are quickly subdued by hyos- 
cine gr. I-100, hypodermically. 
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relieved, then 

In the evening the 
Gave calcium iodized, 
gr. j, every hour for four doses, then 
half doses during the night and next 


every ten minutes until 
every two hours. 
child was worse. 


day. That evening the child was play- 
ing. She had coughed up quite a lot 


of white membrane and was soon easy. 
E. L: McCrea, M. D. 
Table Rock, Neb. 


WM 
VERMONT LAW. 


Referring to the communication from 
James A. Egan, Sec’y Illinois Board of 
Health, relating to requirements for reg- 
istration in various states: He states 
that the Vermont law is practically the 
same as Colorado, viz., “Graduates of 
schools in good standing, recognized by 
Illinois State 
without examination.” 


the Board, are licensed 

Now the doctor’s list may be “up-to- 
date” in regard to all the rest, but it is 
at least four years behind the times as 
far as Vermont is concerned. To secure 
a license to practise in Vermont, the ap- 
plicant must pass an examination in 
anatomy, physiology, chemistry, pathol- 
ogy, practice, materia medica, surgery 
and obstetrics. 

Kindley correct the record. 

J. L. Campsett, M. D. 
Watonga, Okla. 


omit) j-— 


This fails to explain anyone 
should want to go to Vermont to en- 
gage in practice. The Green Moun- 
tains produce a hardy race who rarely 


why 


get sick. They have admirable laws 

against tramps, alcohol and_ other 
ee @ 

Delirium tremens is nearly always con- 


trolled by hyoscine far better than by bromides 
or chloral hydrate. 
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nuisances, and they enforce their laws. 
Moreover they have an exceptionally in- 
telligent, capable set of physicians, 732 
in number, fully enough to attend the 
needs of her 332,422 inhabitants; and 
as there is but little increase in the 
population there is no call for more doc- 
tors. Go there to live if you want a 
healthy climate, good honest neighbors, 
good schools and other accessories of 
civilization; but make your money first. 
—Eb. 
ww 


ALBUMINURIA. TATTOO MARKS. 


Mr. A., American, 45, had been suffer- 
ing for some time from bilious attacks, 
vague undefined pains, particularly in the 
head, loss of appetite and insomnia. He 
had persistent constipation and presented 
a depressed, melancholic appearance, con- 
fined to bed during the first part of treat- 
ment. April, 1901, urine was examined, 
which disclosed the following: S. p. 
1033, cloudy, very acid, color amber, 
slight reaction to albumin, urea, 2 per 
cent, uric acid, chlorides, oxalate crystals, 
squamous epithelium, pus cells, bacteria 
On closer examination I found him with 
a complication of prostatitis. Treatment : 
Dilute Nitric Acid, arbutin, strychnine 
arsenate, Waugh’s Anticonstipation gran- 
ules and Abbott’s so-called commercial- 
ism—Urotropin, 1ecommended to me by 
Dr. Abbott. Don’t take this seriously, 
nor to heart too much, for we know you 
better than that, and it’s only intended to 
let the other fellows know where we're 
at. It’s hard for you to defend the right, 
so I come to your rescue and champion 
your cause, for it’s right, and “I would 
rather be right 


than be President” 
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(Henry Clay). I cured the prostatic 
trouble in one month with Euarol. In 
two weeks the urine underwent another 
examination, with the result of speedy 
resolution, clearing up His 
symptoms had improved somewhat, but 
at the end of another week the improve- 
Finally after 
three months’ persistent treatment, on 
careful examination I pronounced him 


rapidly. 


ment were very marked, 


cured, 

According to Oliver, urea is chiefly 
formed by the disintegration of red blood 
cells in the liver. The average daily 
quantity of urea excreted has been esti- 
mated at from 30 to 40 yms., or from 
2.5 to 3.2 per cent. So you can preceive 
by this that he wasn’t excreting solids 
enough. 

Uric Acid: 


normal 


This body occurs free in 
urine, only in the most minute 
quantity. From 5 to 7 gms. are ex- 
creted daily, in the form of acid urates of 
sodium and potassium. It is a less oxi- 
dized metabolic product than urea, but it 
is not proven that it is a precursor of 
urea. Physiologically it is increased 
and diminished, pari passu with urea. 
Test for urea: See U. S. P. formula. 
Another method of estimating the daily 
excretion of urea is to first determine the 
amount of urinary solids, as advocated 
by W-A. The amount of urea may also 
be determined by means of a little instru- 
ment known as Doremus’ Ureameter. 
Next to urea come the chlorides, 
phosphates, etc., and so on down the line. 
At present he is in very good health, 
to all appearances. The remarkable feat- 
ures I wish to emphasize in this case are 
the rapid changes which his urine under- 
went in so short a time, and the prompt 
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In severe uterine hemorrhage atropine acts 
the more quickly and hydrastinine prolongs 
the effect indefinitely: 


Motor excitement of any description is di- 
rectly controlled by an efficient dose of hyos- 
cine hydrobromate. 
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improvement in the symptoms following 
I could cite numberless 
The 


invite 


this change. 
cases like this, but let this suffice. 
point in this letter to which | 
special attention is the fact that the writer 
has secured good results from this treat- 
ment. 


That here advocated is the most 


promising known in this affection. 


4 oe 
wu 


REMOVAL OF TATTOO MARKS. 


Apply a highly concentrated tannin so- 
lution on the tatooed places, and treat 
them with the tatooing needle as the 
tattooer does. Next vigorously rub the 
places with a lunar caustic stick, and 
allow the argentic nitrate to act for some 
time until the tattooed portions have 
turned entirely black; then take off by 
dabbing. At first a silver tannate forms 
on the upper layers of the skin, which 
dyes the tattooing black, with slight 
symptoms of inflammation; a scurf en- 
sues, which comes off after 14 to 16 days 
The 
latter assumes the natural color of the 


and leaves behind a reddish scar. 


skin after some time. The process is said 
to have given good results. 
L. B. Stuart, M. D.—Sci. Amer. 
Vernonia, Ore. 
--10:-- 


Please, those who try these methods, 
report results. Without this our work 
is only half performed. Consider these 


reports as atopsies on the ideas.—Eb. 
WM 
SOUTHERN FEVERS. 


The use of the alkaloids in my hands, 
though limited, has given perfect satis- 
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faction. Some days ago I rode down to 
my property, where I am having a drain- 
ing ditch made, with teams and scrapers. 
After looking over the work I said to 
an employe: “Amos, I can’t be with you, 
and I want you to see that these boys 
work.” He replied: “You needn’t worry 
‘bout these boys, Doctor, they are just 
working elegant.” 

So it is with the granules. Start them 
right, go where you please; you need not 
worry; they work just elegant. I only 
wish I could use them more widely, but 
cannot as yet well do so. My house is 
situated on the crest of the first foot hills, 
four or five miles back from the Mississ- 
ippi, a level alluvial country, extending 
in varying widths for many miles above 
and below. This strip is owned by large 
planters whose plantations are worked by 
negroes. East of me is a hilly country 
occupied by small farmers, the original 


“cc 


“crackers” of the south; a “genus homo” 


peculiar to themselves; Ignorant, sen- 
sitive, superstitious, yet withal a brave, 
As their fathers and 
Their 
children, owing to our fine public school 
system, are at the dawning ot a new 
day. 

With these three classes I have to con- 
tend. The planter and his family, the 
intelligent offspring of ante-bellum aris- 


generous people. 
grandfathers were, so are they. 


tocracy, accept the granules quickly. The 
negro wants his medicine in a big dose 
that he can feel for at least three days. 

Some years ago, I sent a negro to my 
house to get a dose of salts. By mistake 
my wife gave him a pound package, 
which he took on going home. A week 
afterwaids I saw him, and asked him if 
the medicine acted all right. He said: 


eee eee @ 


As a heart tonic the effect of hydrastinine 
persists longer than that of any other remedy. 
Slow starting but holds on. 


In metritis with subinvolution hydrastinine 
checks hemorrhage and condenses the tissues 
to normal dimensions. 
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“Doctor, I never had medicine do me so 
much good in my life. It shore did act.” 
I asked him how many times it acted: 
“Doctor, I counted forty-eight times and 
after that I just staid out doors.” 

The “cracker” as a rule wants a big 
bottle, or three bottles, and as many pow- 
ders as you will fix him. 
wide field the 
of the intestinal antiseptic in the treat- 
ment of malarial fever. 


There is a for use 


For some years 
I have been confident that malarial fe- 
ver—the remittent form—was due in its 
continuance more largely to autoinfec- 
tion—reabsorbed toxins—from the 
the 
of the malarial micro6rganism in the 
system; and prior to my use of youre 
Intestinal Antiseptics I 
with some measure of 


ali- 


mentary canal—then to presence 


combated | it, 
success, by the 
use of other medicines 
Since the of the W-A Intestinal 
Antiseptic, three years ago, I have not 
had a single case of continued fever. 
Every to which I am 
if the fever lasts more than twenty-four 
hours, I put them on full doses of these 
tablets, together with my usual treat- 
ment—opening the 


along that line. 
use 


case called, 


emunctories, 
taining the nerve-centers, etc.—and as 
yet I have not had a fever pass the 
forty-eight hour mark. I am confident 
that my success for the past three years 
is due to medical intervention, and not 


sus- 


a coincidence, as a physician ten miles 
above me, and another fifteen miles east 
of me have the usual run of continued 
fevers, and on two occasions had epi- 
demics of the same. I wish every physi- 
cian in the south knew of the importance 
of “clearing out and cleaning up” the 


alimentary canal during malarial fever, 
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and 
could 


that hundreds 


of 


as I am confident 


probably thousands lives 
thereby be saved annually. 


Our 


fever, swamp fever, hemorrhagic fever, 


so-called pernicious malarial 
etc., is simply a matter of blood-poison- 
ing, 


stages of malarial fever, by proper ali- 


and can be prevented in the early 
when not 
it, 
treat it as a case of septicemia. 


mentary asepsis; and seen 


in time to prevent we should 
I have 
aborted or jugulated a great many cases 
that from the intensity of the onset 
and profound impression on the nervous 
system, I am confident in a few days 
would have been “pernicious fever.” 

I should also like to speak a good 
word for the use of aconitine in malarial 
There are 
to the 
coal-tar derivatives, when the system is 
filled matter, temperature 
high, pulse rapid and weak. At such 


times we can give the aconitine granules 


fever, especially in children. 


times when we are afraid use 


with effete 


with absolute confidence. 
I could of 
employment of other of your products 
but feel that 
already. 


speak the satisfactory 


I have written too much 
C. S. Hytanp, M. D. 
Yokena, Miss. 
— 10 :— 

Nothing interests us more deeply than 
the fevers of the south. We believe pro- 
foundly in the doctrine set forth by 
Dr. Hyland, to “clear out and clean up.” 
—Ep, 

Ye Me 


RHEUMATISM. 


I have faith in the theory and prac- 
tice of Alkalometry, and in the Dosi- 


metric system. Before I came here there 


eee eee @ 


The use of iodoform internally, checks the 
tendency to the formation of morbid tissues 
ef low grade, 


In obstinate cases of endometritis give hy- 
drastinine hydrochlorate 0.005 at bedtime, for 
three months at least. 
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was a drug store (kept by a physician). 
Since I have been here there has been 
none until this year, but as this one is 
run in connection with a grocery store, 
you can imagine what kind of a drug 
I therefore have had 
to keep a stock of drugs for my own use. 
This has necessitated a loss of room in 
my house, a loss of time filling prescrip- 


business it runs. 


tions, and a loss of money in materials 
to a certain extent. A good = deal 
of the above losses T believe can be saved 
by alkalometry, as well as perhaps some 
patients. : 

The first case I have tackled with the 
little granules has so far been a success. 
Boy, 17, acute rheumatism in right ankle 
and hip, and also the cervical bones of 


the neck are involved. Temp. 104, pulse 


112, resp. 25, severe pain and semi-stupid 
at 8 
» 


condition. This was February 2, 
p. m. 

Treatment: Opened him up with Ep- 
som salts, then gave aconitine gr. 1-134, 
veratrine gr. 1-134, stychnine arsenate 
er. 1-134, every fifteen minutes till signs 
T-134, 
Although he put in 


of improvement, colchicine gr. 
every two hours. 
a bad night, and fever remained most 
persistently next day and night, on Sun- 
day morning,February 23, pulse was 72, 
temp. 100.4. He was relieved of all 
pain in the joints within six hours, but 
complained of some stiffness. Colchi- 
cine has been dropped off to one gran- 
ule every three to four hours, and the 
above trinity continued every one and a 
half to two hours. So far, he says he 
feels first rate. This, although a begin- 
ning, and only the history of the case 


up-to-date, is I am sure, encouraging, as 
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I verily believe it looked pretty serious 
for the first forty hours. 

Forgive my enthusiasm, but when a 
greenhorn meets with success so far, ‘i 
is a good cause. 

Du VERNET Jack, M. D. 


Grand Harbor, Can. 
—:0:— 


To cure an acute rheumatism in a 
youth, by the alkaloids, is surely a be- 
ginning none of us would be ashamed of. 


Let us hear further reports.—Eb. 


Me We 
NO RADICAL CHANGES NEEDED. 


During the last five years I have been 
a silent reader of your valuable journal 
“and feel that it has been of great profit 
to me. It is sometimes amusing and at 
the same time perplexing when we hear 
some of these old “Veterans speakin’, 
out in meetin’,” and telling how long 
they have been traveling in the “old rut” 
or channel,and how hard it is for them to 
get out of it or “flop” into this new one, 
to which they are pleased to give the 
name: “The Alkaloidal Channel.” They 
speak of it as if it were separated from 
the “old” by a stone wall, or mountain 
higher than the Alps, over which they 
must climb; and that it is an entirely 
new system of materia medica and thera- 
peutics, and flowing in an entirely dif- 
ferent direction from the “old regular.” 
Sometimes the remarks of that “Ed.” 
who gives us so many useful suggestions, 
might be misinterpreted as conveying the 
same idea. 

Such statements as these I do not 
think are true, although it has been but 
a few years since I launched my little 
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Hydrastinine is usually best given in a single 
daily dose of 0.005 at bedtime, hypodermatic- 
ally or by the mouth. 


Hyoscine hydrobromate is the one perfect 
sedative hypnotic; effective, safe, easily ad- 
ministered and prompt. | 
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boat into this regular channel, and have 
never had to become asquainted with 
some of these ruder munitions, which 
were used in combating diseases by our 
fathers were in practice 
thirty ago. Yet I think we 
are following out the line of 
battle as they were, when making up 
their decoctions and preparations out of 
the crude drug. 
action 


who 
years 


some 
same 
The same therapeutic 


expected their a:l- 
ministration as is by us to-day; and if 


was from 
they were disappointed in results, it was 
not due to any false reasoning on their 
part, but- was either a lack of proper 
amount of the active principle, contained 
in their preparations, which should have 
produced this expected result, or it was 
due to the antagonizing action of other 
ingredients contained therein. 

So, after all, we are in the same 
channel as they, and seeking for the 
same results. The great difference is 
that some have been content to drift, 
afraid to take up with anything new, 
and the consequences are, they have fal- 
len behind; while if they had kept pace 
with the times, they would now be reap- 
ing the benefits. For by the persistent 
work of the chemist, those crude elements 
which have always been a hindrance to 
our advancement are being removed, 
leaving only the portion needed in com- 
bating diseases, the same active principles ; 
and the practice of medicine is now be- 
coming a pleasure. 

Now to those of you who think you 
make a_ radical 
change in your ways of treatment, I can 
say that you will not find it so; for nearly 
all are now using a few of the alkaloids, 
viz., morphine, atropine and strychnine; 


ee @ 


Careful observation makes a skillful practi- 
cian, but his skill dies with him. Publish 
your best in the CLINIc. 


would have to such 
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and I am sure it was not such a task to 
begin their use. Why not try a few 
others, say for instance, aconitine, dig- 
italin and hyoscyamine? You already 
know where their uses are indicated, and 
their dosage is easily learned. After you 
have made yourself familiar with these, 
try colchicine and emetin in a few cases 
where indicated, I think you will not 
need any further coaxing, for you will 
already see their advantages, will make 
your own investigations, and will won- 
der why you had not began their use 
sooner. 

Brothers of the regular profession, 
why do we hesitate? These alkaloids be- 
long to us. They are the diamonds 
taken out of the rough elements in which 
we have so long used them, polished and 
handed back to us; and for that reason 
if for no other, we should be the first 
to take them up. 

F. B. M., M. D. 
———.,, Ind. 


—:0:— 


The stone wall separating Alkalometry 
from the old system is merely the crust 
which custom and prejudice have formed 


around your own heart.—Ep. 
meow owe 


os 


THERAPEUTIC NOTES. 


Stored away in the recesses of every 
busy doctor’s mind are many things, 
which come to him in an automatic man- 


ner as he goes about his_work. This 
is the most valuable part of his medical 
armamentarium. Without this ever ac- 
cumulating store, ready at hand to draw 
upon for every emergency, his mission 
as a life-saver would cease. His suc- 
cess depends altogether, so far as restor- 
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Arecoline, gr. j, hypodermically, is employed 
by vetcrinarians as a cathartic. Would it da 
for man’s use? 
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ing his patients to health, upon this store- 
house of ready facts, which he has accu- 
mulated many times by years of toil in 
the face of discouragement and defeat. 
These things are the most difficult to de- 
fine in printed pages; they are a part of 
the very personality of the man. But how 
much more valuable to the practical man, 
who thinks only and always of the short- 
est and most direct route to the restora- 
tion of his patient rather than of great 
terms of scientific lore. 

It is not because Abbott manufactures 
granules and sells alkaloids that the 
Ciinic has become a favorite journal 
with the busily toiling common doctor. 
It is because it is filled from cover to 
cover with short, concise articles, and 
notes upon this very matter. Isn’t it the 
greatest pity on earth, the most sorrow- 
ful thing on earth, that a doctor should 
ever have to die? It requires a long, 
busy life to make a good common doctor, 
and then—he dies, and with him goes 
the accumulation of years. 

Fairly good surgeons, 
specialists, can be made in a few years 
of study and practice; but a good com- 
mon doctor—well, more than this is re- 
quired to make him who: 

“When so many pined in sickness, he 
stood so strongly by, 

“Half of the people had a notion that 
the doctor couldn’t die.” 

Croup: Membranous  croup—true 
croup—how many sad memories of little 
livid faces, with up-turned imploring eyes, 
the very word brings to my mind as I 
write these lines “The cry of the child- 
ren.” Ah, me! It has wrung many a 
stout old doctor’s heart in the days gone 
by. I don’t hear the word with quite 


the various 
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the same dread now. I really am fool 
enough to believe that I cure a large num- 
ber of these little sufferers now. Not 
all—oh, no! I am sorry to say it, but it 
is true. 

I do it with 
iodide of lime I believe some term it. The 
way of using it has been so often de- 
scribed in the CLiNnic that it is quite un- 
necessary to repeat it. It does make one 
feel more like living and being a doctor, 
to be able to do this—try it and have 
some of that good feeling yourself. 

Pages of  hair-splitting arguments 
may be written upon the identity of true 
croup and diphtheria, while the babies are 
dying. For all I care, I would rather 
cure one of them of whatever it is. 

Apomorphine is the most delicate little 
weapon with which to do battle against 
that midnight terror of fond mothers— 
spasmodic croup—that I know of. If 
you have anything bettter, out with it. 
Just give the little fellow frequently 
repeated small doses, just enough to 
slightly nauseate but not vomit him, and 


iodized calcium—dark 


see him glide away in the arms of Mor- 
pheus; and then you can go home with 
a clear conscience to your couch to rest. 
Tt “will fold its tent like the Arabs, and 
as silently steal away.” 

Boils have no right to exist in this 
free country, when brought up against 
bad-smelling calcium sulphide. But do 
not push it; don’t be afraid of it. 

Your patient may complain a little of 
the indolence of his “love and sexuality 
center.” But that will come up smiling 
when the boils are gone. Be sure you 
give good calcium sulphide. There is 
a whole lot of it on the market that is 
no account at all; throw it out if it don’t 
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Tuberculosis of the father is 10 times more 
dangerous to the children than that of the 
mother.—Klebs, 


In administering iron iodide give small 
doses frequently repeated, carefully avoiding 
the production of iodism, 
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smell worse than anything that ever drew 
the breath of life. 

Calcium sulphide is good. for other 
things too, but that’s another story. I 
have a fool notion that it’s worth more 
for diphtheria than all the antitoxins 
ever made; but of course I give them, 
just to be considered an up-to-date doc- 
tor. 

Guaiac for follicular tonsilitis is an- 
other of the things I can’t get over 
trusting. I have been trying for thir- 
teen years to find something better, be- 
cause it’s nasty; but I havent found it 
yet. 

Don’t give your next pneumonia three 
drops of Norwood’s tincture of verat- 
rum, every half hour till the pulse falls 
to 70 per minute, during the congestive 
stage, or he will surprise you by being 
up and about in a few days. Especially 


if you should be fool enough to let him 
have strychnine arsenate along with it. 
My obstetric bag is never without a 


one-yard package of sterile gauze in it. 
I always need it in post-partum hemor- 
rhage. A womb packed carefully and 
It may 
remain for 24 hours, while you go home 


cleanly with it ceases to bleed. 


and get a good night’s sleep. 

Now finally, do not let all the babies 
die next summer. Don’t be a moss-back 
because Prof. Somebody says it is im- 
possible to sterilize the intestinal tube. 
No one expects you to render it as sterile 
as a test-tube, but some of us do know 
that we can destroy enough of the toxin- 
breeders, so that the little-one can have 
some chance to get at the rest. It must 
not be forgotten to clean out first. Clean 
out and keep cleaning out, and at the 
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time give the sulphocarbolates with a 
bold, free hand. 
A. L. Biesu, M. D. 


Guthrie, Okla. 
oe ye 
CHAT. 


Some 49 years ago I entered the ranks 
of the medical profession, and along those 
years I have witnessed 
changes in the healing art, The manner of 


weary many 
dispensing drugs your journal advocates 
is one of the most important; and in 
my humble opinion, had it been known at 
the onset as it is at the present day, the 
method would have been pretty well es- 
tablished. Now I am naturally a thinker, 
with no prejudice to hinder me in learn- 
ing the merits of anything new before 
It is true I have had little 
ALKALOIDAL 
Crinic, of knowing about the newer 
method. 


discarding it. 
opportunity, outside THE 


I presume you have often very forci- 
ble reasons to know who are your op- 
ponents. Surely the inimical class is to 
be found among the old, prejudiced mem- 
bers of the profession, Prejudice is the 
vilest, most unfair enemy progress has 
Can a 
opponent of the alkaloidal system give 
a reason for his What 
wrought the most important reform in 
the administration of crude drugs as of 
yore? Was it not the manufacture of 
solid and fluid extracts, and later of al- 
kaloids? What has the dosimetric 
method done, but take up the same line 
of reform and carry it to greater per- 
fection ? 

How nicely these little concentrated 
alkaloidal granules come to our hand, 


to contend with. common-sense 


opposition ? 
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Iodoform has proved one of the most satis- 
factory remedies in all forms of tuberculosis, 
when used internally. 


In scrofula when the iodide effect is desired 
iodoform is one of the most available prep- 
arations we can select. 
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ready to be dispensed in any manner, in 
all emergencies, every 10, 15 or 50 min- 
until the 
3y the old method of admin- 


utes desired result has been 
obtained. 
istering pills and pellets, they cannot be 
so easily subdivided. So many of the 
latter-day alkaloids could not be readily 
dispensed by the old method, but to those 
who thoroughly understand the new 
method, by which all the most valuable 
and newer remedies are made ready for 
use, the practice of medicine is like play 
as compared with the old, antiquated 
way. 

By-the-way, I cannot see how the 
druggists can bid you Godspeed. 

In your last journal you ask of your 
readers their opinion of the benefits ac- 
Notes 


Tt makes me think of the net 


cruing from your “News, an] 
Notions.” 
fisherman, who draws his net to the shore 
and picks out those he desires. There is 
something useful in them for all your 
readers. No editor can prepare such a 
list of real information short of a good 
deal of labor and research. Multum in 
parvo is the appropriate word to be used 
in relation to it. 

Again, you mention the increase of ine- 
briety among women. That is a sad truth. 
But, dear Editor, did you ever think how 
much of the disgraceful habit, I mean its 
the door of the 


medical profession? How easily the error 


cause, can be laid at 


is committed! Let me cite a simple case: 
A doctor attended a woman in confine- 
ment. Within two weeks following, the 
mother asked the doctor why she had so 
little nurse for her child. He advised her 
to drink beer for a while, and see if that 
would not increase the secretion of milk. 
A year or two afterwards,I was called to 
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attend this same woman with delirium 
Her husband told me that the 
habit had its origin from the beer pre- 
scription. 


tremens. 


I feel certain that for very much of the 
habit of intoxication that occurs outside 
of high-life society among women, the 
medical profession are to blame; _ there- 
fore, I would advise you as an instructor 
of medical men to sound the tocsin louder 
than ever you did. In my half-century 
of medical practice, I have very seldom 
seen the necessity of intoxicants in the 
treatment of disease; there are so many 
stimulants in use to-day that are far su- 
perior, without concomitant evils. 

In conclusion, I think it is not neces- 
sary to bid the Alkaloidal method of the 
practice of medicine Godspeed, for the 
All that 


is necessary is to coax it into real life 


progressive spirit is within it. 


by pursuing the method. 
O. C. ALeExanper, M. D. 

Albany, N. Y. 

—:0 — 

Alkalometry has two enemies: The 
instinctive conservatism of the profes- 
sion; the antagonism of the millions in- 
vested in the manufacture of galenics. 
Add as a third—Jealousy, pure and sim- 
ple. Tell us a fourth if you can.—Ep. 

Ww 
TRUTH MUST PREVAIL. 


“There are more things in Heaven 
and earth, Horatio, than are dreamed of 
in your philosophy.” 

If you will observe, I have been a sub- 
scriber to the CLINIc since its inception, 
and am much interested in its success. 
Its editorial staff must be commended 
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In all the cachexias the powerful resolvent 
effect of iodine can be obtained from iadaform 
by the mouth, 


Iodoform is a valuable remedy for head- 
ache, especially in children, but its exact mode 
of action is olscure, 
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for their industry, and the meaty selec- 
tions set before its readers. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the 
active principles of medicaments have 
come to stay, but they must be studied 
therapeutically from their own  stand- 
point. The crude drug from which the 
active principles are extracted is no guide 
to the alkaloids or glucosides in the field 
of therapy. The reason is apparent to 
the most superficial observer, that a crude 
drug, having many alkaloids in combin- 
ation, many of which are diametrically 
opposite to their brother alkaloids, 
would have very different effects on the 
patient than when administered as a sim- 
ple alkaloid, or when given as combined 
by nature. 

Another most grave obstacle to be 
overcome before their adoption can be 
successfully secured, is, there must be 
some established method, recognized in 
pharmacy, by which the active principles 
may be obtained of equal potency. As 
Aconitine “Duquesnel,” 


“Ger- 


an example: 
dose gr. 1-500; while aconitine 
manic,” dose gr. 1-50; too much dis- 
crepancy to be safe. 

The same can be said of many of the 
alkaloids. What we need is a standard, 
at least in America, for their production. 
When that standard is established the 
medicament (alkaloid, glucoside, etc.) 
must be studied from a_ physio-thera- 
peutic standpoint to be of practical utility, 
as many of them can not be assayed by 
any chemical process yet devised. I 
have, perhaps, used the alkaloids as long 
as any physician in the U. S., and am ex- 
ceedingly pleased with the results of 
those which I have learned to use; but 
he who would look for the same effect, 
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from full doses of either the crude drug 
or the alkaloid, will be deceived. But 
the alkaloid is 
will observe the same effects, -at all times, 


when once learned, he 
under like circumstances; and he can 
depend on them with the certainty of 
1. returning setting sun. 

I have been in a country and village 
practice for some forty years, varied in 
the field of practice from abdominal sec- 
tion to the green stools of cholera in- 
fantum, but never had I the success and 
confidence of my prescriptions as since 
adopting the use of the active principles. 

Further, IT am morally sure no prac- 
titioner can be a satisfactory success to 


himself and his clients, who will not adopt 


and study the physiologic action of their 
active principles, alkaloids, glucosides, 
etc. 
c &. 
Ottawa, Ohio. 


BEARDSLEY, M. D. 


—_—:0 — 


There must be somewhere a firm basis 
for substantial building; and where are 
we to find it in the practice of medicine, 
if it be not in our therapeutics? 
If we absolutely know what our drugs 
will do, we can attack the other unknown 
quantity, the pathologic conditions, with 
some confidence.—Ep, 


4 of os 
wow 


Tue ALKALomAL CLINnic has been a 
regular visitor to my office for several 
years, and had I received no other benefit 
from it than the one I am about to men- 
tion, I should have been fully repaid. 
Calcium sulphide! Surely that’s a drug 
to conjure with; and when you use it 


eee @2 ee @ 


Rheumatism: Sodium - salicylate, twenty 
grains every two hours until fever and acute 
articular pain subside, 


One of the worst cases of gall-stone colic 
with delirium gave way to gelseminine gr. 1-50 
hypodermically, 
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in proper cases your patients are liable 
to consider you as the conjuror. I have 
long threatened in my own mind to add 
my testimony to its virtues, but the field 
has apparently been so thoroughly cov- 
ered that it has not seemed necessary. 

In the February C.iinic, however, 
Prof. Earp has served up to us in the 
most approved style, some of his ex- 
Have 
Trot 
it out and do so now and when you do 


perience in the use of this drug. 
you not already read the article? 


you will find given in personal letters to 
Prof, Earp the opinions of such prom- 
inent writers on therapeutics as Hare 
Culbreth Geo. F. Butler. Their 


opinions are apparently not based upon 


and 


a large number of personal observations, 
and are therefore correspondingly unde- 
cided. 
all state the field in which the drug works 


Although not condemnatory they 


successfully to be a very limited one. 
Now, on general principles I am not a 
drug enthusiast. 
stantly consistent user of the alkaloids 


Nor again, am I a con- 


exclusively, although I do use many with 
much satisfaction to my patients and 
myself. But when it comes to the use of 
calcium sulphide I do get enthusiastic. 

The indication for its use is one only, 
viz: Suppuration or threatened suppura- 
condition 


tion. Granted that 


whether in the scalp, groin or foot, give 


present, 


proper calcium sulphide properly and 
you will get results. 

By proper calcium sulphide I mean the 
c. p drug, prepared in gelatin or sugar- 
coated pills or tablets, in which form it is 
unaffected by light and air. By properly 
given I mean, given in such daily doses, 
no matter how large, that the system is 

ee @ 


Hyoscyamine always manifests its action 
first by dryness of the mouth, then comes 
flushing of the face, then dilated pupils, 
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saturated, as shown by the odor of the 
sulphureted hydrogen on the breath. 
Don’t that I rash 
enough to preach that if a large collection 
of pus is present, as for example in a 


understand am 


large appendiceal abscess, the exhibition 
of calcium sulphide will cause its disap- 
pearance. But given before pus appears, 
it will tend to limit its formation; or, the 
the administration of 
this drug will shorten the convalescence 
by restricting excessive pus formation. 


abscess. drained, 


benefit from it in 
proper hospital work where the effects 
could be carefully noted: 

Case I. 


To illustrate the 


On entering upon my ser- 
vice at the Brockton City Hospital in 
June, 1901,my predecessor turned over to 
me this case; Mrs. M., 35 years, well- 
Entered the 
hospital some weeks before with marked 
pelvic peritonitis, probably due to a pyo- 
salpinx. 


developed and nourished, 


With an irregular temperature, 
varying amount of pain, and tenderness 
throughout the vault of the vagina, she 
came into my charge. In spite of careful 
treatment with large hot vaginal douches, 
counter-irritation and the ordinary inter- 
nal treatment, with practically no im- 
provement, the patient was discouraged ; 
and the attending physician was pvactic- 
ally decided on operative interference. To 
give treatment a fair trial, the 
diet and hot douches were continued as 
before, and she was put upon calcium 
sulphide, 1 gr. doses p. r. n. to saturation, 
In- 
side of two days the temperature dropped 


my 


which was reached on 8 gr. a day. 


to normal, pain and soreness improved ; 
in a week she was out of bed, and in 
less than two weeks was sent home, 


rapidly convalescing. 


eee @ 


Theoretically incompatible, ‘both elements 
of iron iodide work harmoniously when given 
together in suitable cases, 
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Case 2. Man, 75, shoemaker, poorly 
nourished, entered the hospital in the 
service of one of my colleagues. He 
was suffering from delayed resolution 
following pneumonia. He was _ very 
weak, no appetite, severe cough, and ex- 
pectorated large quantities of muco- 
purulent material. He was treated by 
highly nutritious diet, hypophosphites, 
iodides, strychnine, etc., but instead of 
improving grew worse. On meeting my 
colleague one morning, I found him in 
despair, and he asked suggestions. I 
asked him to drop all medicines, keep 
up the diet and give calcium sulphide 
gr. j every three hours. “Why,” he said, 
“T wouldn’t dare do that. That would 
be fearful, as 14 gr. doses, t. i. d., will 
make my patients vomit.’ I succeeded, 
however, in getting a trial. The patient 
began to improve at once, without vom- 
iting or any untoward results. Patient 
got well. Doctor paralyzed. Yours 
truly, exultant. 

Case 3. Woman, 50, poorly nour- 
ished, had had grippe and bronchitis but 
didn’t get well. Kept up irregular tem- 
perature and purulent expectoration. 
She was also under the care of this same 
colleague of mine, and we tried hard to 
find some tubercular trouble to account 
for her tardy convalescence. After run- 
ning the gamut of ordinary treatment in 
such cases, with no result, and having 
seen such brilliant results in Case 2, it 
really required very little more than my 
suggestion to try the effect in this case. 
Result? Same as before—speedy re- 
covery. 


Oh! It does get there, in other dis- 


’ 
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eases than “pustular skin diseases” or 
boils. 
ARTHUR V. Lyon, M. D. 


Brockton, Mass. 
—:0 :— 


There’s only one reply to the man who 
says the sulphide is only good for boils. 
Loosen your vest, throw your head back, 
open the mouth wide, and remark 


loudly: “Haw! Haw!’—Ep. 


we Me 


ECHINACEA. 


Dr. Ellingwood’s article in the Febru- 
ary CrLinic was so good and so full of 
information concerning a very valuable 
drug that I feel inclined to give in my 
experience with echinacea. 

About three years ago I had a case of 
what I believed to be functional impo- 
tence in a young man, 36. He had lived 
a non-dissipated life, was married, and 
not over-indulgent in sexual matters, 
used some tobacco and no alcohol, no 
syphilis. A great many remedies had 
been tried to no avail. I saw an article 
on echinacea for 
this very purpose, so I thought I would 
try it. I ordered m. xv t. i. d., in a little 
water, and after a few days increased 
the dose to half a fluid dram, with the 
very gratifying results that in less than 
a month my patient had recovered his 
former vigor and was able to resume his 
marital relations with perfect confidence. 
The trouble has not returned. 


recommending — it 


Mr. A., a few years older than my first 
patient, is at times dissipated. He men- 
tioned to me one day while I was pre- 
scribing for another trouble that he was 
very much annoyed when attempting 


eee @ee@ 


In scrofula you can enrich the blood and 
absorb debris at the same time by giving iron 
iodide in full doses. 


In enlarged lymphatic glands iodine carries 
off dead matter while iron reconstructs healthy 
tissue. 
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sexual intercourse, his erection being only 
partial. I said to him: “I can cure that 
for you.” At first he doubted my ability, 
but I told him that I had a medicine that 
went through you like electricity,and put 
a drop or two on his tongue. As soon as 
he got the peculiar tingling effect that Dr. 
Ellingwood speaks of, his face bright- 
ened up and he wanted some. I ordered 
in water m. xv t. i. d., after eating, with 
directions to increase to half a dram if 
necessary. I met him on the street some 
time afterwards and asked him how he 
had out. He 
moment and then burst out laughing and 
said: “My God! 
could take 30 drops of that stuff, but I 
don’t know what I should have done if I 
had. 


to stop it. 


made looked at me a 


Doctor, you told me I 


Its effect was so pronounced I had 
T am all right.” 

Mr. W., 23, was a great sufferer from 
nocturnal emissions. Was much 
run-down in general health. [missions 


very 


occurred almost every night and some- 
times twice in a night. I put him on 


fluid extract of echinacea, m. xv t.i.d., 
with suitable diet and hygiene, and cured 
him within six weeks. 

Dr. 


mendations I shall try it on an old lady, 


Following Ellingwood’s recom- 
who is slightly uremic and looks to be 
about to die. Another power this drug 
has, is to cause an erection when applied 
locally to the glans penis. 
J. W. Marcy, M. D. 
Merchantville, N. J. 
—:0:— 
Similar reports come to us in numbers ; 
If we 


can ascertain the cause of the latter and 


and occasionally one of failure. 


learn what cases are helped by echinacea 
we will do a great work.—Ed. 
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BOILS, FEVER. 

About three years ago I subscribed for 
your journal and with it I got the pre- 
mium pocket-case. I made my own selec- 
tablets and granules for the 
(now) little friend. But when I received 


exclaimed: 


tion of 


the case and opened it I 
“Homeopathy, pure and undefiled!” I 
read as follows from the labels: Acon- 
itine, digitalin, glonoin, hyoscine hydro- 
bromate, anticonstipation (Waugh), zinc 
sulphocarbolate, codeine sulphate, vera- 
trine, calcium sulphide. I carried this 
case about for quite a while, in hopes that 
I would strike a case in which I might 
find the symptoms not indicating any 
medicine, that I might just use these little 
“mites” and see if they actually would do 
for them. 
Eventually I got a chance to put one of 
them to the test. All the while I had 
been studying alkaloidal suggestion and 


anything that was claimed 


my journal. 

A lady, 45, had 75 or too boils, of all 
sizes and ages, on her back; had taken 
“sassypreller” and iron, and everything 
else, but she reckoned nothing would do 
any good. Asked me if I thought I could 
suggest anything that might help her. I 
replied that most likely I could fix her a 
prescription that would at least give some 
relief. Accordingly, ' went for my 
homeo-looking case, with only nine very 
small bottles. I looked at my calcium 
sulphide — they were granules, and did 
not look larger than mustard seed to me 
then, and this thought flitted through my 
mind: “Can’t see where you can touch 


the spot, but must begifi somewhere, 


so here goes.” The results were, before 
[ had used half the granules the case was 


decidedly improved, and before the other 


e¢©ee@ ee € 


Iodine tears down or promotes destructive 
metamorphosis while iron builds up but both 
work together in harmony. 


In lymphatic obstruction iodine clears out 
the mud while iron restores healthy tissue. 
Give iron iodide. 
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half was exhausted my patient was en- 
tirely well. I neglected to say I thor- 
oughly examined her, and as to the num- 
ber of the furuncles she was not far 
wrong. 

Well, this stimulated me, I made an 
order (small) though yet very weak in 
faith, and began looking for another case 
to suit the size of my tablets. I found 
it in my own boy. Temp. 106, pulse 130, 
don’t remember the respirations, face 
flushed, pain in his head. Administered 
aconitine, veratrine and gelsemin, every 
fifteen minutes for two hours. Tempera- 
ture began to crawl down, pulse softened 
and the rate reduced to 110 per minute, 
headache subsiding. Gave same every 
thirty minutes for two hours, then every 
hour for two hours. Result: Temp. nor- 
mal, pulse also, no headache, boy sleeping 
soundly, awoke next morning and was 
off to school. 

Something fresh had come to my mind 
and that something was: “That abso- 
lutely beats tincture aconite, tinct. gelse- 
mium, tinct, verat, viride (Norwood), a 
drop of the first two and three of the last, 
every one to two hours, and wait to see 
if he was taking pneumonia. I did not 
know then what he was taking, for the 
little tablets did not give me time to find 
out. 

Well, suffice to say, since that date I 
have been prescribing alkaloids and with 
gratifying results. I carry a 22-vial case 
and the little vest-pocket case of 9 vials, 
and don’t think of leaving my office with- 
out them. I carry my same old drugstore 
(buggy-case) with the slops and stench, 
but seldom resort to it in acute cases. I 
have done some very rare things with the 
alkaloids of late, and have several cases 
that might be of interest to the brethren 
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of the Ciinic family, especially one case 
that is just now recovering from pneu- 
monia, which I unquestionably aborted. 
This is not the first of the kind but is 
interesting from the fact that the patient 
is 75 years of age. 

I wish right here to say that I take a 
number of journals, but when the CLinic 
comes to my desk, it claims my immediate 
The other journals are laid 
on the shelf “to await a more convenient 
season.” I eat little and sleep less, ‘til I 
have thoroughly perused the CLinic. 
You may count me one of the family, 
henceforth. Success to the Citnic and to 
all “who are being born again.” 

R. A. Priciarp, M. D. 

Monett, Mo. 


> OF 


attention. 


Let us have the subsequent chapters, 
Doctor. The preface and first chapter 
are interesting.—Ed. 


ue eo 
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| hereby congratulate you upon the 


appearance and general tone of January 
Surgical Clinic; and as my work is 
shal! 


more or less along that line | 
look forward with much pleasure to a 
successful and practical journal, and wish 


you much success in your new under- 
taking, 


Dr. H. M. LAvELLA. 


Ashtola, Pa. 


ae oy ye 
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TAPE-WORM CORRESPONDENCE. 

“Dear Doctor: I received to-day a 
bottle of ‘tape-worm remedy,’ desig- 
nated as an adult dose. I didn’t spec- 
ify when ordering that my patient was 
a child 6 years old. I saw something 
in the Ciinic regarding this but have 


eee eee 


In caseous phthisis there is a time when 
iron iodide does what nothing else will. A 
tool for a master hand. 


In tuberculous disease of the joints and 
bones iron iodide is frequently the best 
weapon at our command. 
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forgotten particulars and cannot lay my 
hands on the article. I dislike trou- 
bling you but would like a little infor- 
mation on this point. As soon as con- 
venient oblige me.” 

Dr. W. G. H. 
Mich. 


aS Oo, 


, 


I have your favor of recent date re- 
garding the dosage of our tape-worm 
remedy. Your child of six might prop- 
erly be given one-third of the quantity. 
No harm comes from giving too much, 
and if you do not give enough you will 
Warm the medi- 
standing the bottle in warm 
Shake it thoroughly, give your 
dose, and then if necessary as it some- 
times is, follow in about two hours with 
Wish 
you would report results to me_per- 
sonally.—Epb. 


not meet with success. 
cine by 
water. 


a salt enema as suggested on label. 


bs 


“Dear Doctor: You asked me to re- 
port personally to you regarding my ex- 
perience with the tape-worm remedy. 
The result was very good indeed. The 
mother gave one-third of the contents 
of the bottle, as you suggested. The 
child at once went to sleep and slept 
for three hours. Immediately on 
awakening the bowels started and the 
worm, a very long one, came away com- 
plete without any trouble. Heretofore 
I have always used pelletierine tannate 
but your remedy is certainly superior.” 

Dr. W. G. H. 

———.,, Mich. 


—:0:— 


I thank you for your courtesy of the 


26th relative to your success with the 
tape-worm remedy. 


Have you any ob- 
jection to my using the report in the 
Ciinic and signing your initials? It is 
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important that the profession should un- 
derstand the value of this remedy. It 
certainly is an excellent preparation and 
[ am sure you will be glad to contribute 
this much to I hope that 
you are using our preparations exten- 
sively.—Ep. 


its success. 


vg 


“Dear Doctor: You ask me if I have 
any objections to your using the report 
| sent you anent the tape-worm remedy 
in the Crinic. Not at all. Do as you 
please with it.” 


W. G. H. 


[ have your favor of the 3rd and 
thank you for your courtesy in permitting 
us to use your letter of March 26th, in 
the CLINIC. 

We have reproduced this correspon- 
dence at length to emphasize these points. 
(1) The importance of having a good 
remedy—a good formula and good ma- 
terial. We have yet to know of a fail- 
ure with this that could justly be attri- 
buted to the remedy itself, and yet if 
the simple prescription were put up at 
ten ordinary drug stores seven to nine 
times it would fail. 
does the business. 


It’s the quality that 

(2) That enough 
medicine should be given at first dose 
to be followed by prompt (within two 
hours) peristalsis sufficient to dislodge 
and dispel the foreigner. (3) As to fees, 
a question often asked, you should get 
from 5 to 25 times the $1.00 you pay for 
the remedy for the successful treatment 
of a case, according to circumstances, 
Always charge for knowing how, not 
for medicines used.—Ep. 


ese eee @ 


Very many times when children need a 
chalybeate, iron iodide is more appropriate 
than any other form of the metal. 


In leucorrhea the tonic effects of hydrastine 
are well shown when used locally, and intern- 
ally at the same time. 
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Studies in the Psychology of Sex, 
Sexual Inversion. By Havelock Ellis. 
Phila.: F. A. Davis Co., 1901, p. 272. 

Concerning this book we simply re- 
peat our opinion expressed years ago 
on Krafft-Ebings “Psychopathia Sexu- 
alis”’—that it is a work those who are 
making a special study of sexual abnor- 
malities should study, and no one else 
should read. The study of this subject 
is like groping in a cesspool—possibly 
some gems of truth may be 
but the investigator will assuredly find 
himself besmeared with filth. For read- 
ing of the doings of these abnormal spec- 
imens of mankind, they seem so appall- 
ing in depravity that ordinary wicked- 
ness seems by contrast actually praise- 
worthy. Read Suetonius, or the Confes- 
sions of De Retz; and the man who sim- 
ply outrages an innocent girl and then 
cuts her throat seems quite an ordinary 
fellow citizen, decently moderate in his 
moral derelictions. 

The endeavor of some of these stu- 
dents of inversion seems to be to set up 
the idea that with a portion of the race 
such things are normal and not morally 
or hygienically objectionable; that man- 
kind is in fact divisible into two classes, 
dionings, who prefer the other sex for 


rescued, 


sexual purposes, and urnings, who prefer 


their own sex. Obviously, the greater 
number of examples collectible of the 
latter, the greater the probability of its 
being established as a normal type; and 
find that the student of 
inversion sees it everywhere. 
pression of affection for a fellow-man, 
in the writings of the literary colossi, is 


accordingly we 


Every ex- 


seized upon as being prompted by homo- 
friendship 
Your boy 


sexuality; every school-girl 


is assumed to be the same. 
likes to play with other 
urning. 
school with her arm linked with that of 
another girl—they are perverts! 
though the idea is reprobated in the 
strongest terms of disgust, as by Walt 
Whitman, 
as favoring the sodomite. 

We don’t believe it. Spite of all the 
curious investigations of Westphal, 
Krafft-Ebing, Ellis, Lydston, Kiernan, 
ct al., and we have endeavored to look 
judicially on the evidence they have sub- 
mitted, to us the sexual pervert is an 
abnormal being, a horrible nightmare, 
and his propensity a manifestation of 
mental disease. 

Even when such despicable practices 
are taken up by the jaded libertine, no 


boys—he is an 
Your girl strolls home from 


Even 


his writings are still quoted 
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longer able to arouse his worn-out pas- 


sions except by resort to unnatural 
means, we prefer to look upon this as 
evidence of degenerative changes in his 
central nervous system. But as to those 
to whom such tendencies are congenital, 
or at least coincident with the awaken- 
ing of the sexual instinct, and who en- 
deavor to propagate such ideas or prac- 
tices among the youth, the only proper 
place for them is the insane asylum. 

The writer knows men in whom the 
feminine element is manifest; the breasts 
large, the hips broad, the mental tem- 
perament such as to be recognized by 
others to such an extent that strong men 
instinctively feel the impulse to protect 
these shy, delicate men, who don’t 
whistle, or like to kill game, who have 
all a woman’s shrinking from conten- 
tion These persons in 


childhood associated with girls by choice ; 


and rudeness. 


played with dolls, and did needlework. 
And yet sexually they were in every 
their desires solely 
their erotic dreams 
only of women, the idea of homosexual- 
ity abhorrent. Such cases have come to 
our observation in sufficient numbers to 
prove to our complete satisfaction, that 
the feminine characteristics of mind and 
body do not of necessity signify a tend- 
ency to homosexuality; that even with 
And 


this in our view destroys the argument 


instance men; 


towards women, 


them such a tendency is abnormal. 


that in any class it can be looked upon 
as normal. 

If with men in whom the feminine type 
is so manifest the sexual impulses are 
so wholly and completely masculine, 
what grounds remain for looking on 
homosexuality as ever normal? We see 
no other possible classification of these 


e¢e @ @ 


Many times in treating scrofulous children 
the iodide of iron is the one remedy to which 
they respond. 
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creatures, but into the vicious and the 
mentally aberrant. 
As to whether the women who so as- 


-siduously preach the doctrine of inter- 


course for procreation only, find relief 
for their surplus sexual desires in homo- 
sexual practices, as has been asserted, 
we have absolutely no knowledge what- 
ever, and the matter must remain one 
for more or less probable inference. 
That the general acceptation of their 
theory would lead to this result is be- 
yond the stage of argument. 
vg 

Diabetes Mellitus and Glycosuria, By 
Iemil Kleen, Ph. D., M. D. Publishers 
P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1900. 
$2.50. 

A book published a year ago and 
written two years ago when well written 


Price 


as this one is, is not out of date. In 
fact, it is yet the best summary of the 
written on this very 
of a malnutrition of 


best books im- 


portant indication 
the organism, The author made a thor- 
ough study of the subject clinically to 
verify or reject the opinions of past and 
present authorities in the medical world. 

The chapter on treatment is the best 
and most judicious to be found both on 
direct medication, prophylaxis and _ hy- 
giene. In every way this monograph 
is highly recommendable. 

vg 

Peanuts have the faculty of absorb- 
ing alcohol and preventing it from de- 
moralizing the nerves and upsetting the 
thinking machine, without entirely cur- 
tailing its exhilarating effects. The 
large proportion of oil in the peanuts 
accounts for this result. A good wine- 
glass of olive oil has the same effect. 
ee @ 


Chronic catarrhs of the young frequently 
depend on scrofula and are amenable to iron 
iodide, in careful doses- 





PLEASE NOTE. 


While the editors make replies to these queries as they are able, they are very far from wishing to monop 
olize the stage, and would be pleased to hear from any reader who can furuish further and better 

information. Moreover, we would urge those seeking advice to report the results, whether 

vy od or bad. Inall cases please give the number of the query when writing any- 


thing concerning it. Positively no attention paid to anonymous letters. 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES. 


Report on Query :—‘Enuresis.” The Reply to Query :—‘“Cataract.” With 


child with enuresis was markedly _bet- 
ter on rhus tox and lithium benzoate, 
with hyoscine at bedtime, but the effects 
seem to have worn out. 

J. A. C., West Virginia. 


Apply Euarol to the child’s urethra, 
and add berberine, granules 7 daily, to 


the treatment.—Eb. 
NY 


Reply to Query 2748:—The formula 
of the Micajah Wafers is about as fol- 
lows: Pulverized jequirity seed gr. 90, 
acid boric dr. 5, zine sulphate gr. 15, 
pulv. acacia gr. 30, water q. s. Mix. 
Divide in thirty tablets. 

W. H. Parker, M. D. 

Palms, Calif. 


4 
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Report on Query:—Your treatment 
for my case of menstrual headache was a 
success. 


O. H. S., Indiana. 


cineraria maritima I cured a case of dou- 
ble cataract. 
Vv. E. 


Ottawa, Kas. 


LAWRENCE, M. D. 


one 
v= 


\nswer to Query 2800 :—*“Chilblains.” 
Tell C. R., Hlinois, that chilblains on 
the feet may be cured easily by taking 
two pounds of mutton suet, melt in a 
vessel large enough to place the feet in; 
add two drams carbolic acid, one ounce 
tincture of camphor, and keep it as hot 
as the feet will bear. Bathe them, or 
rather cook them, fifteen minutes every 
night, put on thin socks and go to bed. 
The mixture can be set aside for suc- 
cessive use for twelve nights, and your 
chilblains are gone. Keep the mixture 
warm by putting a few hot embers un- 
der the vessel while bathing the feet. 

M. a Moore, M. D. 
Ark. 


llorence, 


ue 


Report on Query 2734:—The patient 


is improving rapidly. I have advised 
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him to continue two months longer as 
his case was very stubborn. He has 
been under treatment four and a half 


months. 
W.:J., Arkansas. 


we 


Reply to Query 2795:—Tell him to 
give cocaine gr. % every two hours, 
dry on the tongue, and a dram of water 
immediately afterwards. It will relieve 
the pain and nausea. After three weeks 
substitute Glycozone, one or two drams 
every two hours. He will be surprised 
at the improvement. To be of benefit 
the cocaine must dissolve in the stom- 
ach, 

T. S. Hancueet, M. D. 


Torrington, Conn. 


Thanks. Good advice provided you 


don’t make a cocaine habitue.—Eb. 


The Alkaloidal Clinic 


Answer to Query 2800:—If C. R. 
will wrap the parts affected by chil- 
blains in bandages soaked in kerosene, 
he will find his chilblains gone in a day 
or two. Make several applications a 
day. This is an old Klondike remedy, 
and has done me good service. 


S. F. S., Illinois. 
ve 


Reply to Query :—The Finsen Lights 
sold in this country cost about $125.00 
to $175.00. There are quite a number 
who make what they call Finsen Lights, 
but the original is made in Sweden, I 
think that I will be able to sell it for less 
than $50.00, though this is less money 
than it can be bought for in Europe or 
anywhere else in this country. 

FRANK S. Betz. 

Chicago, II. 


ww 


QUERIES. 


QUERY Girl, 
chlorosis pronounced, sieeps night and 
day, sluggish, sore, tired, 
amenorrhea, anemic murmur, stomach 
weak, constipated, pain in left groin and 
legs. 


2994: — “Chlorosis.” 


O. P., Missouri. 


Regulate the girl’s bowels with Anti- 
constipation granules. Give iron arse- 
nate gr. 1-67, berberine gr. 1-67 and 
potassium permanganate one tablet, to- 
gether, every waking hour during the 
day. Have the girl’s whole body rub- 
bed with towels dipped into hot salt 
water, every day. This with a proper 
diet will bring her about. Get the larg- 
est sized capsule she is able to swallow, 
and give the three granules recom- 
mended in the capsule, which should be 
filled up with Somatose.—Ep. 

ee @ 


Bad breath, muddy complexion, pimply face, 
nasal catarrh, sluggish lymphatics, call for iron 
iodide, given delicately. 


headache, | 


am 
Io! 


Query 2995 :—‘“Emaciation.” I 
over six feet high and weigh 
founds, have laryngeal trouble also. 


C. C., Mississippi. 


For the throat trouble you need Eua- 
rol with the oil atomizer, to be used 7 
times a day, squeezing the ball of the 
atomizer 5 times at each application, and 
drawing the spray well down to the 
bottom of the lungs. If the throat is in- 
cumbered with mucus, inhale hot steam 
for some minutes before using the atom- 
izer, as obviously the remedy must reach 
the diseased tissue to be of use. 

In treating your thinness, your body 
should be rubbed from head to foot with 
hot goose-grease every night before go- 
ing to bed. In eating your meals, drink 
one and one-half pints of some hot drink 


eee @ 


What a nice little nugget of wisdom you 
could display on a_ postal-card foot note. 
Try it just this once. 
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with each, cocoa or milk being preferable. 
Eat an abundance of rice, also of the 
cereals, wheat, oats, corn, barley, sago, 
cornstarch, arrowroot, with plenty of 
sugar and not much meat. Take dias- 
tase, or better still, Caroid, with your 
meals, enough to fully digest them. Al- 
ways carry candy or nuts in your pocket 
tomunch. Take a glass of hot milk with 
a few crackers half way between break- 
fast and dinner, also at 3 p. m. and on 
going to bed. At meal-time eat until 
your stomach feels distended. Of course 
this would make you bilious if you did 
not use an abundance of the digestants. 
Take one tablet of Triple Arsenates with 
Nuclein before and after each meal and 
on going to bed, with three granules of 
scutellarin at bedtime. Weigh yourself 
at least once a week. If you find any 
difficulty in eating as I have suggested, 
use the stomach tube and fill the stom- 
ach with food in that way.—Eb. 


we 


QUERIES 2906 to 2999 :—‘“Conception.” 
Can a woman conceive during menstru- 
ation? If intercourse is had in the even- 
ing and menstruation starts in the morn- 
ing, might conception take place? 

“Ergoapiol.” What alkaloids would 
you suggest to replace the expensive 
Ergoapiol (Smith) ? 

“Convulsions.” A nervous child, two 
years old, ailing some days, at 3 a. m., 
had convulsions, tongue coated, consti- 
pated, teething, fever, phimosis; lasts 
for some days, fever reaching 105 third 
morning, dropped suddenly on ninth 
day, recovery. What was it? Aconi- 
tine, cold baths and ice had little effect. 

H. N. J., Missouri. 


A.—Most assuredly. More certain 
than at any other time. B.—Certainly. 
C.—Caulophyllin in some cases replaces 
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ergot perfectly. Potassium permangan- 
ate replaces apiol in some cases, while 
macrotin in other instances replaces it. 
It is impossible for us, however, to an- 
swer your question, without knowing 
what use you desire to make of Ergo- 
apiol. 

I don’t know what was the matter with 
that child; but I do know that I would 
have thoroughly emptied the bowels and 
rendered them aseptic, before giving 
aconitine or bromides. The vast major- 
ity of fevers and convulsions in children 
come from the bowels. It would be wise 
to rectify the prepuce.—Eb. 


4 


Query 3000:—“Rheumatism.” Hotel 
clerk, 28, suffers severely with rheuma- 
tism in one heel and tendo Achillis, 
slight swelling; absent while on farm 
but returns as soon as he comes to town; 
one year’s duration, resisting all treat- 
ment, even Hot Springs. 

M. S., Alabama. 


[ send you colchicine, suggesting that 
he take each day enough to cause slight 
nausea or a free movement of the bowels. 
Should this not meet the case you may. 
depend upon it that the trouble is not one 
for medicine but for the orthopedist. 
Sometime ago in the CLInic we pub- 
lished a list of the painful affections of 
the feet to which I would refer you.—Eb. 


we 


Query 3001 :—“Rheumatism.” I am 
an invalid, chronic rheumatic arthritis 
of 19 years’ standing. Age 42, robust, 
appetite and digestion good, constipated, 
urine deposits uric acid, cedema of feet, 
sleep poor, legs affected to knees, arms 
to shoulders. Anchylosis in upper and 
lower phalanges. Legs drawn like a 
person sitting in a chair, have not 


ee ee ee @ 


In metrorrhagia give hydrastine 0.001 every 
hour while awake. It is slow getting to work 
but the effect is permanent. 


Never mind the shell; give us the kernel 
of a therapeutic suggestion or experience on 
a postal. 
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walked a step in fourteen years, elbows 
anchylosed. I can move around the 
house in a chair. I teach school in my 
house and do some practice, slide out 
of my chair into my buggy on a bench 
and then drive off. 

If any Crinic reader thinks he can 
help me, will he please write me a pri- 
vate letter? 

W. F. Worverton, M. D. 

Hartshorne, Indian Territory. 


Adopt the 
also all acid fruits. 


vegetarian dict, avoiding 
Regulate the bowels 
with colchicine granules, and for the 
affected joints rub with hot goose grease 
Stick to this 


for three months, Doctor, and I am sure 


for 15 minutes every day. 


we will hear of improvement.—Ep. 


ae 
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Query 3002:—‘‘Eczema.” Boy, 14, 
and man 40, begins with erythema, 
swelling and blistering, finally scaling 
off; worse on head and shoulders, but 
all over body. The boy has it two 
months, the man two years. 

W. P., Utah. 
I would suggest veratrine internally 


for both these cases, I or 2 granules 
before each meal, and double the dose 
on going to bed, aiming to give enough 
to relax the secretions but not to nau- 
Let 


borax in- 


seate or unduly depress the pulse. 
the skin be 
stead of 
then 
mal 


washed with 
soap, 
powdered 
Antiseptic. 
is great, give 
cause 
you 


dried, and 
with the W-A_ Der- 

When the 
enough 
sweating, 


find 


thoroughly 


itching 
pilocarpine to 
and I think 
cases get 


slight 


will your will 


along all right. You must keep the bow- 
els clear and aseptic, and the elimination 
through the kidneys up to the standard. 
Do not let these patients eat too much 
meat or drink coffee.—Ep. 


: he Alkaloidal Clinic 


Query 3003:—‘Phthisis.” I have 
your precious book, but still must trou- 
ble you. My daughter, 42, is nearing 
her end. She has been in Denver 14 
years. The cough is the greatest dis- 
tress. She fasted for nine days, the lat- 
ter part of which she did not cough; 
then she lived on fruit and graham gems, 
but this winter went down again. In 
February she again fasted eleven days, 
before the temperature and pulse fell. 
During fasting she takes hot water, 
baths and rubs. Emetin gives some re- 
lief. Dare I give apomorphine, and 
would it loosen the cough without de- 
ranging the stomach? What will best 
liquefy the sputa? 

M. J., Nebraska. 


I read with sincere regret the account 
For the 
cough, I have found the greatest relief 


of your daughter’s illness. 
from inhaling the fumes of boiling vine- 
gar, until the pulmonary tract is thor- 
oughly cleaned of mucus, then spraying 
The 
only benefit from fasting lay in the ab- 
sence of intestinal fermentation; and all 
the benefit and more too, would be ob- 
tained from the use of calcium sulpho- 
carbolate 40 grains a day. 


with Euarol, with the oil atomizer. 


Apomor- 
phine, you could give by the mouth up 
to 1-6 of a grain, without nausea. It 
would loosen the sputa, but I prefer the 
fumigation mentioned; besides I think 
she would prefer it to taking the medi- 
cine. If you give her nuclein, it would 
be the only medicine I would advise, 
excepting the sulphocarbolate. The 
fumigation should be used _ before 
going to bed, and she should sleep in a 
warm room to avoid catching fresh cold. 
—Ep. 
w 

Query 3004:—‘Fecal Poisoning.’ 

Mother, 40, much emaciated, physical 


eee eee @ 


In the declining stages of gonorrhea when 
the discharge persists from relaxation give 
hydrastine, small doses hourly. 


If I write 300 foot notes a month, couldn’t 
you write just one little one in return? Or a 
dozen or two? 
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and mental wreck, complexion muddy, 
tongue brown coated, palpitation on 
slight exercise, constipated and tympa- 
nitic, epigastric pain and heaviness, in- 
digestion. Diagnosis: Chronic gastro- 
intestinal catarrh and  autotoxemia. 
Treatment: Calomel and podophyllin, 
salts and sulphocarbolate, followed by 
tonics. She improved for a while, but 
the remedies lost efficacy, though varied 
many times. Taught her to use stom- 
ach pump, which also failed. She is 
melancholy. 


H. T., Alabama. 


The trouble simply is, that you never 
get her emptied thoroughly. The possi- 
bilities in the way of fetal retention in 
a woman of forty, are past all masculine 
comprehension. Give dose of 
podophyllin at bedtime, with a full dose 
of Saline in the morning, in a pint of 
cold water; and flush the colon through a 
tube at least once a day, using a solution 
of zinc sulphocarbolate five grains to the 
ounce. When you have thoroughly emp- 
tied her, which will take weeks, keep her 


her a 


emptied with the Anticonstipation gran- 
ules, given according to instructions ; and 
you will have no further trouble. You 
had better see whether the anal sphincter 
needs dilation. It probably does.—Eb. 


we 
Query 3005:—‘Vomiting of Preg- 
nancy.” My wife, primipara, strong 
and robust, has vomited six weeks in 
spite of all treatment. 
I have perfect success with zinc sul- 
phocarbolate. 
J. C., Tennessee. 
Give your wife enough Saline Lax- 
ative to completely empty her bowels, a 
heaping teaspoonful every two hours. If 
she keeps vomiting then, inject a 
quart of warm normal salt solution up 
@¢ 


When the perivascular lymph-spaces are 
silted up with debris iron iodide is the first 
remedy indicated. 


you. 
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into her colon so as to flush her kidneys. 
I am very sure you will find constipation 
or defective kidney-action causing the 
trouble.—Ep. 

4 


Query 3006:—‘Undevelopment.” In 
January I delivered a lady of a child; 
the right leg was limp, abnormally mov- 
able, the patella entirely wanting. Can 
anything be done for it? 


J. H. P., North Carolina. 


I know of no treatment. Possibly if 
you give the child a grain of calcium 
lactophosphate daily for a vear, it may 
aid somewhat in the development. Try 
it at any rate, Let the parents massage 
the leg every day with hot oil._—Eb. 


w 


Query 3007:—“Headache.” <A pr- 
tient has frequent severe headaches, 
general aching and fever. Four vears 
also she had puerperal albuminuria, with 
slow recovery. Calomel and saline alone 
give relief. Coal-tars cause cyanosis. 
The heart is not diseased. I send urine 
for examination. 

T. H., Connecticut. 


The examination of the urine must 
be read in connection with the quantity 
passed, which is not mentioned in your 
letter. 


too rich in phosphates and sulphates. 


The urine is entirely too heavy, 


The indication would seem to be to in- 
crease the quantity. Clear the bowels 
and keep them cleared in the usual man- 
ner, limiting the amount of nitrogenous 
food that is taken, and every day throw a 
quart of normal saline solution up into 
the colon in order to flush completely the 
kidneys.—Eb. 
Ww 

Query 3008:—‘‘Alcoholism.” Man, 

45, strong and hearty, has been a holy 


eeee @ 


I only wish you knew how glad I would 
be to receive one nice little foot note from 
More in proportion. 
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terror, but wants to be cured, at his 


own home. 
G. W., Illinois. 


You will find it by no means difficult 
to cure this case. 
keep him emptied, with Saline Laxative. 


First empty him, and 


Second, unload his liver by giving I 
grain of emetin in tablets at bed-time. 
Let him swallow the tablets whole, with- 
out chewing or drinking anything, so 
that they will dissolve very slowly in his 
stomach, This will prevent them from 
being vomited; and he will sleep soundly 
and wake sane and sound, and have one 
Let him take ber- 
berine gr. 1-6 every hour while awake, 
allowing the tablet to dissolve in his 
mouth like a lozenge. This is all I would 
recommend in ordinary cases, but you 


or two bilious stools. 


may find such a weakness of his heart as 
will render the addition of strychnine 
nitrate, gr. 1-67, 3 granules every two 
to four hours, advisable. I have suc- 
ceeded well with this treatment. In some 
cases I have added atropine, hyoscine or 
apomorphine as indicated, but as a rule 
the three remedies mentioned suffice. 
Add one more: Give as little nitrog- 
enous food as possible, and that little 
in the form of hot clam broth, well sea- 
soned with red pepper; and also give all 
the fruit juice you can crowd into the 
man’s stomach. Take oranges or any 
other fruit obtainable —Ep. 


ve 


QueErY 3009:—“Lithemia.” Wife, 
22, married eighteen months, dysmenor- 
rhea, has uric acid storms every two 
months. For ten months the vagina has 
been swollen and tender, and cannot be 
entered; resisting treatment. There is 
no leucorrhea, nor has there been cold 


ee @ 


In chronic coryza and all forms of chronic 
catarrh with relaxation give hydrastine to dry 
up secretion. 


The Alkaloidal Clinic 


syringing, or any violence to cause the 
difficulty. She has continual headache 
and pain in stomach, her flesh feeling as 


if she had been pounded, after the storm, 
S. M., Ohio. 


In this case I would strongly advise 
saturation with calcium sulphide, with 
the W-A Vaginal Antiseptic locally. I 
helieve it to be a case of gonorrheal 
rheumatism. Keep her bowels cleared 
out also with Salithia or Saline Laxative, 
whichever agrees best.—Ep 


ve 


Query 3010: — “Nuclein.” Please 
send directions for the use of nuclein. 


J. B. L., Missouri. 


In all cases where leucocytosis is desir- 
able, you can give Nuclein up to 40 min- 
ims a day. These doses, however, are 
not necessary ordinarily, excepting in 
cancer, tuberculosis or malignant fevers. 
In others, 5 to 10 minims a day suffice. 
In all conditions of depression, especially 
of microbic causation, Nuclein is a 


powerful sustaining agent.—Ep. 
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Query 3011 :—‘Hemoptysis.” | Wo- 
man, seized last April with aphonia and 
constant hemorrhage from the lungs, 
age 53, consumptive heredity, looks well 
otherwise; rales over both lungs. Ver- 
benin has in my hands failed to cure 
epilepsy. 

W. M., Alabama. 

3egin by emptying the bowels thor- 
oughly and giving calcium sulphocar- 
bolate sixty grains a day, to render them 
aseptic. Then forbid the use of liquids, 
so as to avoid over-filling of the blood- 
vessels. Give atropine to effect when the 
hemorrhages occur, followed by digitalin 
about gr. I-10 daily, in divided doses. 


eee @ 


Nothing is more acceptable to Cirnic edi- 
tors and readers than a few of your foot 
notes. Send them along. 
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The other treatment is too long to give 
in a letter. Send $1.00 for Waugh’s book 
on Respiratory Diseases, which gives it 
in extenso. 

Verbenin I believe to be useful es- 
pecially for epilepsy dependent on in- 
testinal parasites. In all cases examine 
the entire body for reflexes, and adopt 
the dietary measures indicated by mod- 
ern reseaches. Stop the use of salt in 
the food absolutely, substituting sodium 
bromide for the chloride. Draw down 
the use of nitrogenous food to a min- 
imum, and see that the renal excretion 
is kept at the maximum.—Eb. 


we 


Query 3012:—“Headache.” My son, 
17, general health good, has pain in the 
eyeballs, back of head and neck, mus- 
cular twitching in head and neck, spells 
of palpitation, when the blood rushes to 
the head, the eyeballs then appearing 
to undergo a pressure; this sensation 
passes back through the head and neck; 
he perspires freely at such times, even 
in cold weather; never unconscious, 
never falls, close study aggravates it. 


P. O., Indiana. 


By all means send your son to a first 
class oculist and have his eyes examined. 
In the mean time keep his bowels clear 
and aseptic, and give him iodoform gr. 
1-6 three granules, mercury biniodide 
three granules, and arsenic iodide one 
granule, with three of phytolaccin, be- 
fore each meal and on going to bed.—Ep. 


ve 


Query 3013 :—‘Sciatica.” Four years 
ago I had severe double sciatica and 
have never been free of it since. Ex- 
tra driving or catching cold brings it 
on any time; although uricemic I think 
it pure sciatica, as for a month preced- 
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ing the attack I was driving constantly 
in the cold and very lame. I have been 
in bed five weeks, otherwise in fine 
health. 

O. B., Illinois. 


Here is my budget on sciatica: First, 
forcible flexion of the thigh with the 
leg extended; second, blister over sacro- 
sciatic notch; third, rhus tox ; and fourth, 
which ought to be first, keep the bowels 
clean and aseptic, and the diet regulated 
by the needs. Glonoin has been recom- 
mended as a valuable adjuvant.—Eb. 


wg 


Query 3014:—“Dropsy.” I am using 
apocynin for cardiac dropsy, and want 
boldine in case the other fails. Where 
can I find literature upon it? I have 
had quite a siege this winter, in cases 
in which the kidneys refuse to act. Apoc- 
ynin has given the best results but 
failed twice. Buttermilk is a good diet. 

T. B., Ohio. 


I doubt if boldine will prove of much 
use in cardiac dropsy. Continue apocy- 
nin, up to four granules every two hours, 
and add sparteine gr. 1-6 to each dose; 
above all insisting on the absolute dry 
diet. If the patient puts out more water 
than is taken in, the dropsy will be better ; 
otherwise the angel Gabriel could not 
help him, All that is known about 
boldine was contained in an article pub- 
lished in the Ctrntc. When the kidneys 
refuse to act, throw a quart of warm 
salt solution into the colon. I agree with 
you in regard to buttermilk. It has 
been my standby for many years.—Ep. 


Query 3015:—‘Pain in Tongue.” 
Wife, 44, has constant pain in the right 
side of the tongue, a dull aching, worse 
by spells; tongue appears normal; slight 


ee~s eee @ 


In all affections of the skin where lack of 
tone prolongs the malady hydrastine is an 
excellent remedy. 


We are all doctors ourselves, and just a 
hint in a foot note is enough. We will sup- 


ply the “stuffing” ourselves. 
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twitching pain sometimes in neck, un- 
der tongue, same side; right shoulder 
troubles her, arm numb, tight band 
around wrist. 


T. B., Michigan. 


Clear this woman’s bowels thoroughly 
with colonic flushing and repeated doses 
of Saline Laxative. Then keep them 
clear; and if this does not cure her give 
zinc phosphide, gr. 1-6, one granule be- 
fore each meal and on going to bed for 
one week. Counterirritation over the 
nape of the neck would probably aid. 
—Ep. 

we 

Query 3016:—“Burning Feet.” Do 
vou know any remedy for burning in 
the soles of the feet? It must be tox- 
emic. 

G. F., Ohio. 

The burning is due to defective renal 
excretion, or to fecal impaction. Try 
emptying the bowel completely by colonic 
flushing, repeated until the work is thor- 
oughly done, and meanwhile give bol- 


dine, two to four granules before each 
meal and on going to bed.—Ep. 


y 


Query 3017:—‘“Boldine.” Has _bol- 
dine a specific influence over gall stones? 
E. P., Louisiana. 


Boldine it is claimed has a specific 
Use boldine, 
succinate, to- 
gether, and keep them up for a -year, 
meeting the paroxysms with hyoscya- 


influence over gall-stones. 


dioscorein and sodium 


mine, glonoin and strychnine arsenate.— 
Ep. 
v8 
Query 3018:—"Somatose.” Where 
can I find literature on Somatose and 
Eulexine? 
J. T., Maryland. 
ee @ 


Strychnine is the best remedy to increase 
motility of the stomach.—Ewald. 


The Alkaioidal Clinic 


Write to Schering & Glatz, New York 
City, for Somatose literature. Mr. Har- 
ris, our New York agent, 95 Broad St., 


New York City, handles Eulexine.—Eb. 


ve 


Query 3019: — “Quiz Compends.” 
Please recommend quiz compends, to 
aid in preparing for examinations by the 
state medical boards. 


‘2 


Write to Saunders, Philadelphia, for 
list of 
Philadelphia, publishes a book containing 


Iowa. 


quiz compends, Blakiston, of 
3,000 questions for examinations, at a 
very low price, I think ten cents. Better 
write for it—Eb. 
we 

Query 3020:—‘Enteritis; Tubercu- 
lar.” Please outline treatment for in- 
testinal tuberculosis, the lungs also af- 


fected. 
L. E. B., Iowa. 


Empty the bowels by colonic flush- 
Saline Laxative, and 
40 grains a 


ing and give 
sulphocarbolate 
the diet most 
irritation still continues, 


the cotoin, I to 


calcium 
day. Regulate 
fully. If 
add_ to 


care- 


above 
3 granules every three hours. Treat the 
lung trouble with Euarol in the oil ato- 
mizer, so as to prevent reinfection of the 


intestinal tract by swallowed sputa.—Ep. 


4 


Query 3021 :—‘Rheumatism.” Please 
suggest a treatment for rheumatism. 
W. C., Virginia. 

Try a carefully restricted diet,avoiding 

all acids,a morning dose of Salithia ; with 

lithium salicylate through the day in 

acute form, three granules every hour; 

keeping the bowels clear and aseptic. In 


eee @ 


What a lot of interesting facts you could 
put in shape for foot notes if you only tried. 
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rheumatism 
Uterine Tonic. 


muscular give Buckley’s 
You will be surprised 
how much benefit can be derived from 


these small doses.—Ep. 


we 


Query 3022 :—‘Backache Woman, 
teacher, 29, drives four miles to and 
from school, constipated, tender and ach- 
ing over kidneys; urine thirty ounces 
in 24 hours, deposits brick-dust and 
white sediment. Urine specific gravity 
1032, acid, phosphates and_ sulphates 
notably deficient, a trace of bile shown 
and abundance of uric acid. 


H. L., 


Illinois. 


The urine is far too concentrated, and 
yet the phosphates and su!phates are 
She 
Let her eat 
meat, and drink more water. 


markedly deficient. should have 


more in her food. more 
Regulate 
her bowels with an evening dose of one 
eclectic hepatic tablet, and a moderate 
dose of Saline Laxative in the morning, 
the latter in a full glass of very cold 
water immediately on rising. 

Part of the backache is due to the 
swaying of the body while riding in the 
carriage. She had much better walk, or 
put a pillow behind her to rest the back 
upon. The muscular pain, however, will 
be relieved by the use of Buckley's 
Uterine Tonic, about three tablets daily. 
—Ep. 

bi 3 

Query 3023:—‘‘Neuralgia.”” I have 
severe neuralgia in my right arm and 
shoulder, arising from an injury to the 
spinal cord, the result of sclerosis from 
long and continued exposure to wet and 
cold in my army life in the war of the 
rebellion. It is of nearly forty years’ 
duration. Is at times very painful. I 
want to try nuclein, with the view of 
renourishing the nerve trunks and the 
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spinal cord. Please give me an opinion 
on this view of my case. 


G. C., Montana. 


By all means, try the nuclein in your 
case, and I most sincerely hope it will 
prove a benefit. Keep the bowels clear 
and aseptic also. I would advise phyto 
laccin as an addition, and if the two did 
not succeed after a month’s trial, would 
add thiosinanim, a grain three times a 
day.—Epb, 

we 
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Query 3024: — “Baldness.” What 
will destroy the bacille de la _ calvitie, 
without injuring scalp or hair? Would 
hot bichloride solution, one to one thou- 
sand, do if applied and kept hot? It is 
a specific for erysipelatous streptococci, 
if applied for two hours above 130 de- 
grees. I have used it in many cases and 
never failed. 

Have you an alkaloid that will cure a 
cold in twenty-four hours? 


E. S. E., North Carolina. 


You know that in erysipelas pilocarp- 
ine given internally destroys the germs 
more certainly than any local application 
can do, so why should it not do the same 
for that bald-headed old bacillus? 
cally, I know of nothing which has suc- 
As to the 
cold, the coryza granules cure in less 


Lo- 


ceeded as well as coal oil. 


than 24 hours. Personally, I use Dosi- 
metric Triads, 3 at bedtime; and a com- 
bination which Bristol, Myers & Co. send 
out with the Clinton Nebulizer, and since 
that blessed little 


part of my 


instrument became a 
have not had 
course it is 
Doc- 
limit- 
use of alka- 
loids when there is any thing else which 


family, I 
colds. Of 
alkaloidal, but 
that we never 


any more 


not 


you know, 


tor, dream of 


ing ourselves to the 


eee eee @ 


Hydrastine has been recommended as an 
effective remedy for diseases of the ear, 
probably the cases where toning is needed. 


You don’t know how glad I would be to 
just preside, and let you talk the foot notes to 
the audience. 
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does as well or better. Besides that, if 
you take a full dose of pilocarpine, and 
drink absolutely no liquid whatever of 
any kind, you will break the cold up 
promptly.—Ep. 

% 


Query 3025: — “Diabetes.” Man, 
65, diabetic one year, sugar five to ten 
per cent, intolerable burning, prickling 
and numbness in feet and legs, prevent- 
ing sleep. 

L. E. M., Illinois. 


The feet will be relieved by giving a 
full dose of pilocarpine; but I would 
certainly advise you to write to Mr. 
Harris at 93 Broad St., N. Y., for liter- 
ature on Eulexine.—Eb. 


pS 


Query 3026: — “Insomnia.” What 
shall I use to quiet a patient with heart- 
disease? He gets to sleep and wakes 
with a start. Heart diagnosed as 


“crazy.” 
G. R. W., Ohio. 


Give 3 Dosimetric Trinity granules at 
bedtime, with probably a few Heart-Ton- 
ics No. 248, during the day; say, 1 
every two hours, or 2 every four hours, 
as most convenient.—Ep. 


3 


Query 3027 :—‘“Constipation of Preg- 
nancy.” A young wife, pregnant, has 
been taking Syrup of Figs, but it 
is unsatisfactory. Is Abbott’s Saline 
Laxative effective and safe? 


J. S. M., Missouri. 


You will find Saline Laxative in this 
condition both effectual and safe; and I 
doubt if you can add another laxative to 
this list which is both.—Eb. 


The Alkaloidal Clinic 


Query 3028—‘“Flatulence.” Woman, 
suffers with obstinate flatulence, obsti- 
nately constipated. 


B. G., Colorado. 


You will not relieve her unless the 
constipation is remedied. Suppose you 
use a few drops of turpentine in the 


enema, and pass it up to the colon 
through a Wales’ bougie. Then add to 
the Anticonstipation granules physostig- 
mine, I or 2 granules with each dose. A 
capsule of turpentine by the mouth would 
The physostig- 
mine will give tone to the muscular fibers 
of the bowels.—Epb. 


also be a good addition. 


4 


Query 3029: — “Epilepsy.” What 
forms of epilepsy are benefited by iron 
hydrocyanate ? 

R. C., New Jersey. 


I don’t know nor do I know what cases 
are benefited by verbenin, but believe 
the latter helps cases dependent on in- 
testinal parasites.—Ep. 


vg 


Query 3030:—‘Indigestion.” I am 
50, strictly temperate, use no tea, coffee, 
whisky or tobacco; health good until 
eighteen months ago when indigestion 
began, sleep wretched, bloating after 
meals with eructations but no pain, vom- 
iting or acidity; bowels always regular, 
free stool after breakfast. Last August 
after a long ride found heart-action very 
irregular, arrhythmic ever since, at night 
only, sense of fluid trickling under ribs 
keeps me awake; sometimes go a day 
without it, may skip a beat every third 
or not for two hundred. After a test 
meal the stomach contents showed ab- 
solute absence of acid; temporary relief 
from resorcin and bitter tonics. 

The Criinic is the only journal I care 
to read. It is practical, helpful, full of 


eee eee @ 


_ By its tonic effect hydrastine quiets overac- 
tion of the heart, and steadies it by giving 
tone to the circulation. 


Rare is the genius for paragraphing. Who 
knows what you may develop if you try mak- 
ing foot notes? 





Condensed Queries Answered 


valuable suggestions, progressive, free 
from wearisome long-winded effusions 
and abstractions, but full of meaty con- 
cretions; in short, up-to-date. 


R. C. B., Virginia. 


Are you quite sure your bowels are 
not only regular, but completely emptied 
every day? A daily movement does not 
necessarily imply the latter. Increase the 
tonicity of the intestinal muscle by taking 
berberine gr. 1-6 four times a day, pos- 
sibly increasing the dose to double or 
triple. This will also aid somewhat in 
giving tone to your heart, but I would 
suggest cardiac tonic or cactus in ad- 
dition for this purpose, taking 1 granule 
every two, three or four hours as may 
be needed. Cactus should not be used 
in very large doses, and I would not 
approve of the astringent cardiac tonics 
like digitalin in your case at all, my 
choice being between cactus, strophan- 
thin and sparteine, using whichever of 
these three gives the best results, in mod- 
erate doses. Take hydrochloric acid, a 
moderate dose before each of your 
meals, or better still while eating the 
first part of your meals. Avoid cold 
drinks of every description. Chew your 
food long and well, and if there is a 
deficiency in saliva, use food that re- 
quires long chewing in order to de- 
velop it. 

Now, Doctor, why should a man of 
your habits at your early age show 
these symptoms of derangement? Is 
there not something else underlying this, 
something which has undermined your 
vitality? Probably too close application 
to your duties, too little change, too 
little recreation. Do you use your rod 
and gun? Do you take an occasional 
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month or even a week to run over to one 
of your numerous mineral springs for 
social pleasure? Is there not some 
source of bad hygeine in or about your 
home? Is there not some possible im- 
purity which could have crept into your 
body, malaria, lead, arsenic or other- 
wise? Are you sure your kidneys are 
eliminating daily the full proportion of 
solids? These are a few of the possibil- 
ities which suggest themselves to me. 
Why not treat yourself to a three months’ 
rest, spent in the Chicago post-graduate 
institutions, and see whether the heart 
and behind it the nervous system would 
not resume their accustomed rythm ?— 


Ep. 
we 


QuERY 3031 :—‘“Poisoning.” Called 
in a hurry, Six weeks’ baby, strug- 
gling for breath, rattle in throat, cyan- 
osed, heart slow and irregular; stopped 
breathing, under artificial respiration 
breathing recommenced, then stopped 
and again resumed, respiration four per 
minute. Treatment: Atropine gr. 
I-100, glonoin gr. I-100, in one tea- 
spoonful of water, a drop every ten min- 
utes till pupil dilated; continued artifi- 
cial respiration; gave strychnine gr. 
1-400; heart improved, respiration still 
poor, child in stupor, eyelids puffy, bow- 
els emptied by enema, strychnine re- 
peated. At 4 p. m. eight hours after 
IT was called, clonic convulsions com- 
menced, abdomen rigid, heart stopped 
two minutes, began again, breathed nat- 
urally 98 times, looking as if in a natural 
sleep; convulsions recurred and death. 
The father had given four drops of par- 
egoric. Did strychnine kill it? 


F. B., Louisiana. 


The child died from the effects of the 
paregoric. You did not give enough 
strychnine. While the father admits four 


ees e@eeee © 


In functional diseases of the uterus and 
ovaries hydrastine gives relief by increasing 
vitality, thus promoting cure. 


What a nice little nugget of wisdom you 
could display on a postal-card foot note. 
Try it just this once. 
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drops of paregoric, you don’t know how 
many drops ran off into the spoon before 
he began counting. It would be worth 
while to examine the paregoric, as the 
symptoms indicated.a much larger dose. 
It may have been old, and much stronger 
than usual.—Eb, 


Query 3032: — “Quinine  Idiosyn- 


crasy.” Even small doses of quinine 
occasion in me within an hour intoler- 
able itching, beginning in palms and 
soles and extending over the body, last- 
ing several hours. Last night called to 
a girl, 18, perfectly healthy until 
seized with malarial grip. I gave her 
two grains of quinine every two hours, 
with a repetition of my own experience. 
J. A. F., Michigan. 

The action of quinine in your case and 
that of the lady can at present be ac- 
counted for only as an idiosyncrasy. 
The itching could be quickly relieved by 
giving a full dose of pilocarpine. One 
of my patients broke out with purpura 
hemorrhagica every time she took the 
drug. The explanation of this phenome- 
non may be found in a complete exam- 
of the 


taking the quinine.—Ep. 


ination urine before and after 


ve 


Query 3033 :—‘Tenesmus.” Why do 
women with puerperal fever have rec- 
tal tenesmus? When do you give ben- 
zoic acid and when lithium benzoate for 
stone in the bladder? 


J. R. W., Indiana. 


Tenesmus is due to the extension of 
the inflammation from the uterus to the 
rectum by contiguity, or to the fact that 
the nerve supply of both organs comes 


from the same source. I give benzoic 
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acid for alkaline calculi, and lithium ben- 
zoate for the acid forms.—Eb. 
v2 

Query 3034:—‘“Dysentery.” Girl, 18, 
delicate, in ’99 began having 20 stools 
a day, blood and pus. Diagnosis: Sig- 
moid ulcer. Improved on enemas, but 
recurred repeatedly. Since August is 
very costive, appetite good, aching and 
some pain in lower bowel, menses reg- 
ular, weak on exertion, no smothering 
or palpitation. 

Mother, 44, youngest child 12, breasts 
so heavy they drag her shoulders for- 
ward and make her stoop. 

S. R. F., Kentucky. 

The girl has an intestinal ulcer which 
has partially healed, with contraction 
lessening the lumen of the bowel. A 
surgical operation is indicated in this 
case, There is certainly some impac- 
tion, which probably caused the trouble. 
Ordinarily you would have some relief 
by washing out the colon with copious 
enemas of warm water, containing zinc 
sulphocarbolate 2 grains to the ounce, 
followed by 2 ounces of fluid petrolatum 
containing one-half drachm of Sanitas 
oil; this to be retained, and the washing 
to be repeated daily. Give internallly a 
morning dose of Saline Laxative, and 
follow with silver oxide gr. 1%, copper 
arsenite gr. 1-250, I intestinal antiseptic 
tablet and 2 granules of juglandin, to- 
gether every two hours while awake. 

meat, milk, 
junket, the raw white of an egg and 
freshly pressed fruit juices. 

Case second: 


Diet exclusively on lean 


Give this woman phy- 
tolaccin internally, 2 granules every three 
hours while awake, increasing to the limit 
of toleration; and apply an India rubber 
bandage to compress the breasts and sup- 
port them at the same time.—EFp. 


eesee_ee @ 


The astringent or tonic effect of hydrastin- 
is well shown in the treatment of 
hemorrhoids with relaxation. 


chronic 


Never mind the shell; give us the kernel 
of a therapeutic suggestion or experience on 
a postal. 
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Query 3035:—‘“Diabetes Insipidus.” 
My wife has diabetes insipidus. What 
have you extra good? 

A. G., Ohio. 

Give pilocarpine enough to cause free 
determination of serum through the 
Use. phosphoric acid to relieve 
thirst, and follow with strychnine vale- 
rianate pushed to full effect. Arbutin, 15 
grains a day, should exert a beneficial 
effect in this disease. The patient must 
not be allowed to drink excessively of 
water, Whatever she drinks should be 
very hot and in small amounts.—Eb. 


skin. 


wg 


Query 3036:—‘Rheumatism.” What 
is the best application for pain in the 
neck and arms resembling rheumatism? 
I have used everything without relief. 
The pain is in the deltoid, biceps and 
trapezius. 


E. P., Michigan. 
3uckley’s Uterine 
ternally, massage the painful parts with 
hot camphor liniment, and apply the posi- 
tive pole of a faradic battery with a cur- 
rent too weak to give pain. Keep the 
bowels clear and aseptic.—Ep. 


Give Tonic in- 


vg 


QueERy 3037 :—‘‘Neurasthenia.”’ What 
is the best remedy for neurasthenia? 
H. T., Pennsylvania. 


For sexual neurasthenia try scutellarin, 
dose 3 granules four times per day. 
Every case I have ever seen needed 
the bowels also to be kept clear and 
aseptic.—Ep, 

we 


Query 3038:—“Trional.” Tam much 
interested in trional as a hypnotic and 
anti-sweater. What is its composition? 

ee @ 

For the cough, discharge, anorexia and indi- 


gestion of consumptives, hydrastine is an 
effective remedy. Small doses hourly. 
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Where can I get it? Tell me all about 


it. 
W. J. B., Ontario. 

Trional: (Di- ethyl - sulfon - methyl- 
ethyl-methane. ) 

Trional is favored as a hypnotic from 
its prompt action and the absence of 
after-effects. S. Weir Mitchell has 
recommended its use in epilepsy, in doses 
of 15 grains a day, reduced if it makes 
the patient sleepy. It has also succeeded 
in chorea when the violent movements 
prevent sleep. Puerperal insanity has 
also been benefited by it. As a hyp- 
notic in any condition preventing sleep, 
it has some success; also in nervous in- 
somnia, neurasthenia and delirium trem- 
ens; but not in mania or other mental dis- 
The Elberfeld Company makes 
Trional.—Epb. 


eases. 


we 
Query 3039:—‘Smoking.” Tell me 
what medicines will help abolish tobacco 
smoking? 
R. A. C., California. 
Try 1-6 hour, 
sucked as a lozenge; and strychnine vale- 
rianate enough to keep the circulation 
toned up to high pitch—Eb. 
NY 
Query 3040:—‘Post-graduate.” Help 
me choose a post-graduate college in 
Philadelphia, Baltimore or New York. 
T. S., Indiana. 
If you go outside of Chicago for post- 
graduate work, by all means go to New 
York, to the Polyclinic, which is the 


berberine gr. every 


best of the eastern schools.—En. 
ve 
Query 3041: — “Enteritis.” | What 
would you recommend for intestinal irri- 
tation? I am using Intestinal Antisep- 
tic Tablets, with strychnine arsenate and 
Saline Laxative. 
G. C., California. 
eee 
If I write 300 foot notes a month, couldn’t 


you write just one little one in return? Or a 
dozen or two? 
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Substitute copper arsenite in the cases 
you mention, and add juglandin, a gran- 
ule of each every two hours while the 
patient is awake.—Eb. 


we 


Query 3042:—‘“Books.” I want a 
good work on hypnosis and one on mas- 
sage. Please suggest. 

B. W., New York. 


The best work I can advise on hypnosis 
is that by Dr. Parkyn, 4020 Drexel 
Boul., Chicago. For massage, you had 
better write to the Chicago Medical Book 
Co., Chicago, Ill. We have no good 
recent one on hand at present.—Eb. 


yd 


Query 3043: — “Headache.” Man, 
40, has nausea, headache; pain over 
spleen, fundus of stomach and trans- 
verse colon; dull burning extending to 
scapula, neither very marked; has lasted 


five years, at intervals, relieved by a 
cracker or a little water, appetite good; 


otherwise healthy; urine three pints, 
specific gravity 1028, normal; uses a 
little tobacco but no liquor. Diagnosis: 
Impaction in transverse colon. 


S. M., Ohio. 


Treatment: Colonic flushing every 
day, with warm water solution of zinc 
sulphocarbolate, one grain to the ounce; 
internally at the same _ time, 
dioscorein three granules and _ helenin 
one granule, gr. 1-6, before each meal. 
Regulate the diet very carefully indeed 


and see that he does not eat too much. 
—Ep. 


giving 


b 


Query 3044:—‘“Pregnancy.” Would 
Buckley’s Uterine Tonics be safe for a 
pregnant woman? They are a blessing 
to woman. 

M. W., Oklahoma. 
ee @¢ 


For the morning cough, anorexia, nausea 
and indigestion of alcoholic cases hydrastine 
is an efficient remedy. Small doses often. 
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I have given the Buckley Uterine 
Tonics frequently to pregnant women 
without any trouble. There is nothing 
in them that would be dangerous.—Eb. 


ve 


Query 3045 :—“Dysmenorrhea.” My 
wife has frequent uterine prolapse when 
fatigued. Will B. U. T. benefit her as 
well as a supporter? 

W. M., Pennsylvania. 


If your wife has dysmenorrhea, use 
Buckley’s Uterine Tonic, if not, cornin, 
two to four granules four times per day; 
and locally the W-A Vaginal Antiseptic, 
both to give tone and support.—Ep. 


ve 


Query 3046:—‘Enteritis.” Doctor, 
60, two months ago pain began in ap- 
pendix, constipated ; took liquid diet and 
sweet oil with benefit. Rough riding 
aggravated ailment. McBurney’s point 
tender; no tumor found; treated for in- 
testinal indigestion without benefit; 
worse on exertion or eating solids; no 
fever, constant ache, sometimes sharp 
pains, heart weak. 


D. G., New York. 


Chronic intestinal catarrh, possibly 
affecting the appendix. Hyoscyamine 
amor. gr, 1-250, juglandin 2 granules, 
and copper arsenite gr. 1-500, taken to- 
gether every two hours while awake. 
Every day insert a colon tube, and flush 
with a solution of zinc sulphocarbolate 
5 grains to the ounce. Add to each dose 
of the above, berberine gr. 1-67 five gran- 
ules, and if necessary one or two of the 
Heart-Tonic granules, although I think 
you will not need them while taking 
the rest.—Ep. 


e@we@e @ 


I only wish you knew how glad I would 
be to receive one nice little foot note from 
you. More in proportion, 
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Query 3047:—“Dropsy.” Youth, 
20, three weeks ago began to swell, 
gaining 30 pounds in three weeks ; other- 
wise well excepting poor sleep; appetite 
ravenous. General anasarca, worse be- 
low knees; pulse normal, heart all right, 
liver doing its work, urine more than 
usual, no tenderness over kidneys, urine 
light and alkaline, s. g. I010, no 
albumin or sugar. During the holidays 
he had indulged too freely in whisky and 
cider. He has vomited once or twice. 
The liver is not enlarged. 


J. L., West Virginia. 


This is an exceedingly interesting case, 
quite out of the beaten path; but I look 
to the kidneys or perhaps to the liver for 
the primary cause of the malady. 

I would suggest the dry diet and the 
use of boldine, a granule every two hours 
through the day; with atropine valerian- 
ate, a granule every four hours. Let him 
relieve thirst by chewing gum; and if 
possible limit the amount of fruit to an 
orange, sucked, before each of his meals. 
Let the food consist of dry toast, 
zwieback, grape-nuts, malta-vita, pop- 
corn—in fact anything that requires a 
great deal of chewing before it is mois- 
tened enough to be swallowed. A small 
cup of strong coffee may occasionally be 
given if the debility seems to require it. 
—Ep. 

we 


Query 3048:—‘“‘Hodgkin’s Disease.” 
Man, 27, no syphilis or tubercle, has 
lumps on chest, up to size of small 
orange, larger at some times than others, 
nearly gone once but now as large as 
ever; very anemic; affection has lasted 
one year. 

H. S., Illinois. 


Keep his bowels clear with Anticon- 
stipation granules, giving calcium sul- 
eee @Oee @ 


Hydrastine is probably the most effective 
tonic that can be given to brace up an alcoholic 


habitue. Small doses very often. 
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phocarbolate, 40 grains per day; 5 min- 
ims of nuclein four times a day; and a 
granule of quinine hydrofer. every half- 
hour while awake. If any of the lumps 
suppurate, open them. If they are ke- 
loid or scarlike in consistence, give thio- 
sinamin.—Ep. 


ve 


Query 3049:—“‘Sciatica.” Farmer, 
35, five years ago stood an hour in cold 
mud; next day had pain in lumbo- 
sacral region, continued ever since, sel- 
dom able to work; pain follows sciatic 
nerve to knee, otherwise quite healthy. 
Would the Betz hot-air be indicated? 
He is a brother-in-law of a prominent 
physician, a bitter opponent of Alkalom- 
etry and all included in the Crinic, Ab- 
bott or Waugh. I wish to return good 
for evil by curing his kinsman. 


M. F., Illinois. 


Clear his bowels 
and render them aseptic. Regulate his 
diet to his needs and give him rhus tox 
up to the limit. Apply a fly-blister, the 
size of a silver half-dollar over the sacro- 
sciatic foramen, and by all means put in 
the Betz hot-air apparatus.—Eb. 


Rheumatic sciatica: 


wg 


Query 3050:—‘‘Menopause.” Wo- 
man, 49, healthy until recently, when 
change of life began to disturb her; 
has leucorrhea, alternating with bloody 
discharge, both profuse. 


D. G., Arkansas. 


Treat this lady with macrotin, 3 gran- 
ules before each meal and on going to 
bed, increasing as necessary. Keep her 
bowels clear with Saline Laxative and 
use the W-A Vaginal Antiseptic locally. 
—Ep. 


Nothing is more acceptable to Cirinic edi- 
tors and readers than a few of your foot 
notes. Send them along. 
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Query 3051:—“Chills.” Girl, 20, 
for six months daily chills, followed by 
fever and sweating ; severe cough, worse 
at night, a little sputa; no appetite, 
coated tongue, gastric distress, consti- 
pated, menses stopped four months, pro- 
longed expiratory murmur and rough 
breathing at right apex; tongue pale, 
indented by teeth, red line on gums, 
stomach and liver tender, gastralgia 
daily in afternoon. 

Tllinois. 


ete of 


I don’t like the looks of that case a 
little bit, and would examine the sputa 
for tubercle. Give calcium sulphide in- 
ternally 5 granules every two hours, with 
a morning dose of Saline Laxative to 
regulate the bowels, and atomize Euarol 
into the lungs. Clear the bowels and 
give calcium sulphocarbolate 40 grains a 
day.—Ep, 

ve 


Query 3052:—‘Epilepsy.” Girl, 16, 
epileptic ten years, one to three fits 
daily while taking three to four drams 
of bromide; has menstruated five months 
irregularly. A year ago she had fever 
with many fits, but none for some weeks 
afterwards. She takes Anticonstipation 
granules which are acting finely, but re- 
quires four drams of bromide daily and 
four granules of arsenic bromide. I 
broke up adhesions around the clitoris. 

Woman, 49, menses profuse recently, 
four children, constipated for years, de- 
bility marked, urine burning. 

R. D., Missouri. 


Exclude salt from her diet completely. 
Keep her bowels clear and aseptic, and 
give verbenin 2 granules four times a 
day, adding a granule to each dose every 
time she has a fit, and continuing for one 
year. Watch the urine very carefully 
and note if the excretion of solids or of 
uric acid falls much below normal, as 

ee @ 


Chronic enlargement of the spleen is bene- 
fited by the administration of hydrastine as 
well as by berberine. 
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a fit will follow if this is not at once rem- 
edied. 

Your second case is one for increasing 
the urinary discharge. Keep her bowels 


clear and aseptic, and give arbutin 7 


grains a day. If necessary, throw a 
quart of normal saline solution up into 


her bowel once a day, to be absorbed 


from the colon, not discharged. This 
flushes the kidneys admirably.—Eb. 
oy 
Query 3053 :—‘Diabetes.”” How do 


you use strontium lactate in diabetes mel- 
litus? Is it preferable to Eulexine? 
E. P., Michigan. 


Give strontium lactate in solution, 60 
grains a day, adhering pretty closely 
to the diet, and testing the urine at least 
once a week to note the effect on sugar 
production. I use it habitually because 
I gained my first successes from it, and 
use Eulexine in cases where strontium 
fails, I don’t know which is the best, 
but my belief is that one cures some 
cases and the other cures others. Give 
the strontium well diluted.—Ep. 


woo 

Query 3054:—‘Colic.” Woman, 60, 
fleshy, spells of severe pain in right 
side below nipple, lasting a month at 
a time, once to three times yearly, no 
physical signs. I can attribute no cause 
but the definition of woman: “An ani- 
mal with constipated bowels and a pain 
in the side.” 


G. L., Michigan. 

I think the woman has gall-stones. At 
any rate it won’t hurt to clear the bowels 
and put her upon sodium succinate gr. 
5, dioscorein three granules and boldine 
two granules, given together four times 
a day.—Epb. 
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We are all doctors ourselves, and just a 
hint in a foot note is enough. We will sup- 
ply the “stuffing” ourselves. 


News, Notes 


Dr. L. R. May has been indicted for 
“working a confidence game.” 
w 
Dr. A. Saulter has been appointed 
Deputy Health Officer of Albany, .N. Y. 
vg 


Dr. A. Opperman, of Auburn, Neb., 
has gone to Chicago to translate Ger- 
man. 

vw 

Dr. Fred McQuaid, of Nebraska City, 
Neb., was arrested on a charge of for- 
gery. 

wg 

The collection agency man turns up 
in Rosedale, Oklahoma. [His name there 
is Abrams. 

ye 

“Dr.” Wm. 
Ind., has been convicted of 
money under false pretenses, 

wg 

Dr. W. S. McDonald, of Fort Scott, 
has been chosen National Medical 
aminer for the Modern Tonties. 

vg 

Dr. J. P. Lenfesty has been appointed 
physician to the Du Pere, Wis., reforma- 
tory, vice Dr. D. J. O'Connor, resigned. 

ve 


Dr, Joseph Rubsam, of Logansport, 


Clinton, 


obtaining 


Heggarty, of 


Ex- 


Ind., has had a serious time with blood- 
poisoning, from a post-mortem wound. 


and Notions 


Strong opposition is developing 
against the bill introduced in New York, 
legalizing osteopathy as a medical school 
or sect. 
be 
General Palmer has donated $250,000 
Colorado 


s, for 150 patients, 50 to be char- 


to found a sanatorium at 


Spring 
ity cases. 


4 
+ 


The Chicago and Alton is placing 
medicine cases on all passenger trains, 
for the use of any physicians traveling 
thereon, 

OY 

The Kansas State Board has licensed 

2587 physicians. The Board is making 
it hot for graduates of the McCormick, 
which turns out oculists complete in 
eight days. 

4 

* 


Ind., 


Indiana 


Dr. Jacob Oliver, Brazil, has 
with the State 


Board, who believed his diploma was 


won his. suit 


fraudulent. 
vg 
The Lipton, Ind., farmer who cured 


himself of consumption by drinking 
buttermilk, has employed a stenographer 
to answer letters. 


oe 
r= 


The man who tried to rob Dr. Henry, 
of St. Louis, got five years for it. He 
was a cripple and evidently an amateur, 
as he failed to rob even a doctor. 
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Dr. H. T. Walker, of Los Angeles, 
was found in his office nearly dead, from 
an overdose of cocaine or morphine, to 
which he was addicted. 


w 


An Oneida man sheds his skin once 
every five years, since being bitten by 
a snake. Whether he is morally bene- 
fited thereby is not stated. 


4 
A broken neck is enough to satisfy 
most men, but a West Virginian suffer- 


ing that trifling ailment yawned so hard 
that he dislocated his jaw also. 


x 


The authorities of Waycross, Ga., are 
determined that their, city doctor shall 
be public spirited; so they took $300 off 
his salary to pay for a fire department. 

4 

Really, it is hard to prescribe a due 
penalty, to fit the crime of the Michigan 
man who broke quarantine, and carried 
smallpox to the inmates of the Masonic 
Home. 

wg 

Dr. John D. Green, of Manila, Ind., 
presented a bill nineteen feet long 
against the estate of C. E. Trees. The 
total was $8,000, but was compromised 
for $3,500. 

vg 

Sidlo cures ozena by daily washing 
out the nasal cavities with a 2-per-cent 
solution of potassium chloride to which 
10 per cent of glycerin has been added. 
This is followed by inserting rolls of cot- 
ton soaked in a mixture of one part of 
glycerin and three parts of water, the 
tampons to remain in place for one hour. 


The Alkaloidal Clinic 





In acute gonorrheal epididymitis, Setz 
has great faith in guaiacol. He washes 
the parts with soap and ether, and then 
applies a 10 per cent ointment of 
guaiacol in vaselin. 


vg 


Health Officer Davis, of Cincinnati, 
is antagonizing the State Board of 
Health, in its efforts to improve the 
hygienic condition of the public schools. 
Bad state of affairs. 


ae 
ve 


The treatment of ozena with anti- 
diphtheritic serum seems to have many 
prominent advocates. Such specialists 
as Mgyind, Cathetin, Kyle, and King re- 
port good results following this plan. 


ve 


In case of a severely bleeding vessel, 
do not waste too much time in trying to 
ligate. Compress with fingers, packing, 
bandage, or tourniquet till assistance 
arrives. It matters not whether the ves- 
sel be vein or artery. 


we 


Mrs. J. M. Kanoff, of Creston, Iowa, 
died of hemorrhage in childbirth, plead- 
ing for medical aid, denied by her 
Christian Scientist mother. Christian! 
Science! The baby also died. Two 
more jewels in Eddy’s crown. 


wg 


Dr. L. H. Laidley has been appointed 
Medical Director of the St. Louis 
World’s Fair. He begins by vaccinat- 
ing all the workmen. The Fair may be 
postponed until 1904, that the exhibits 
at Japan’s fair in 1903 may be secured. 


eee @ee @ 


In relaxed conditions of the abdominal vis- 
cera and other tissues hydrastine long con- 
tinued is the best of all tonics. 





You don’t know how glad I would be to 
just preside, and let you talk the foot notes to 
the audience. 











News, Notes 


A Philadelphia paper attributes the 
smallpox epidemic to dirty streets. 
Really, this is too revolutionary. Let 
the medical profession arise in its might, 
and defend the sacred dirt that has been 
handed down untouched from the golden 


Colonial age. 
w 


Out of 26,165 persons treated at the 
Paris Pasteur Institute, only 107 died. 
Over 26,000 persons saved from hydro- 
phobia, say the papers. But does any 
one suppose that many would have died 
of this malady in 16 years? The deaths 
were no more before Pasteur than now. 

vg 

A Massachusetts man who has been 
fighting vaccination of the schools is 
now down with malignant smallpox. 
No disease is so malignant as ignorance, 
nor so deadly as prejudice. A minister 
who approved the anti-vaccinationist’s 
efforts in a sermon, was offered $25 a 


week to nurse the sick but re- 
fused. Why? 


man, 


ve 

When feeling for fluctuation in any 
part covered by heavy muscular struc- 
tures, place the hands along the long axis 
of the muscular fibers, and never across 
them. The latter position would cer- 
tainly deceive the observer into think- 
ing that fluctuation is present, as may 
easily be seen, in the case of the large 
anterior muscles of the thigh. 


ve 


Under certain conditions and in cer- 
tain localities, pus sinuses and fistulas 
may be healed by thorough antiseptic 
washing, followed by packing the sinus 
with good drainage material, and bind- 
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ing the parts so that the walls of the 
sinus are held in close apposition. The 
gauze is shortened from time to time as 
the granulations coalesce behind. 


ve 


Dr. W. P. Knote, of Douglass, Kas., 
found that he had a little spare time on 
his hands after attending to his busi- 
ness of practising law, running a de- 
partment store, making collections, sel- 
ling sewing machines, drugs, musical 
instruments, harness, farm implements, 
farm and town property, and breeding 
animals, and got himself appointed no- 
tary public. 

we 


When the steam bath is indicated in 
country practice, it is easily and satis- 
factorily given by boiling a dozen or 
more ears of corn, taking them from the 
water while boiling, wrapping in cloths 
moistened in hot water, and packing 
them as close to the patient as possible. 
Keep him closely covered, and a few 
moments will bring the most profuse per- 
spiration you ever saw. 


ye 


In the selection of a styptic, use only 
one which will hasten assist 
the natural process healing. 
Alum is the least objectionable 
of the chemical astringents; it 
may be applied in warm solution on 
any kind of aseptic compress. As it 
cools under pressure, it deposits aseptic 
crystals about the vascular orifices.— 
Southern Clinic. 


or 
of 


we 


A big sanatorium is to be erected at 
Sunbath, San Diego, Cal., for phthisics 
who are trying the sunbath proposition. 


ese eee @ 


While berberine contracts connective tissue, 


Rare is the genius for, paragraphing. Who 


hydrastine contracts the vessels and the in- 


knows what you may develop if you try mak- 
testinal muscular fibers. 


ing foot notes? 
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Each morning the men travel half a 
mile east, over a sand hill, strip to the 
buff and remain there till noon. After 
lunch the resort to the same 
The place 
The pres- 


women 
place in the same manner. 
is 100 feet below sea-level. 
ent scheme is to spoil the whole affair, 
by erecting pavilions for each sex where 
the air will be shut in. 


Dr. Kellogg has offered to invest $10,- 
000 in a sanatorium at San Diego, Cal., 
if the city presents him an equal sum. 
The proposition is opposed, because sev- 
eral costly sanatoriums have been built 
there, without asking financial aid. Los 
Angeles papers say representatives of 
the Battle Creek 
traveling through Southern California, 


institution have been 


getting free entertainment and living on 
the fat of the land, but never making 
satisfactory terms for locations. 


oe 


“There is no abatement in the rush 
of patients to receive treatment at the 
Father 
physician of Epiphany. 


Kroeger, the priest- 
The other day 
one of his employes drove into Canova 
with 160 pounds of silver coin, which 


hands of 


was in an express sack. The employe 
threw the sack from the buggy in front 
of a bank, but it struck on the edge of 
the sidewalk, permitting $1927 in silver 
dollars to roll out into the mud.” 

Now just suppose that sum had been 
invested in bettering the equipment of 
the doctors of that town. How much 
better off the community would have 
been. But that’s the popular way. 
Pour thousands into the lap of quackery 
and let the real doctor starve. 


The Alkaloidal Ciinic 


\ French abbe has investigated the 
American vocal apparatus, and discov- 
ered in its anatomic construction the rea- 
son for our bad pronunciation of French. 
lie further proposes to remedy the diffi- 
culty by applying to the roof of the 
mouth a cunningly devised apparatus of 
rubber. The great advantage of this is 
that it does not interfere with the pro- 
nunciation of English when desirable. 
Now if he will only continue his re- 
searches, and devise a means of enabling 
the French to speak English, he will 
leserve a pension. 


ve 


Leonard Corning desired to 
remedies about the sensory 
nerves of the skin. His idea was to 
combine the remedy with a solidifying 
oil, both injected under the skin. As 
the oil solidified it retained the remedy 


Dr; 7. 


localize 


just where it was desired that it should 


act for a considerable time. Then he 
went farther: He found that a_ still 
firmer fat would remain permanently in 
the tissues. He applied this discovery 
by injecting such fat into a muscle af- 
fected by spasm, and found that in this 
the convulsive condition was ar- 
rested. Again he introduced the melted 
fat between the subcutaneously divided 
ends of sensory nerves, solidified it and 
obtained very satisfactory results. He 
also injected the oil in and about a small 
tumor that gave pain by pressing on a 
sensory nerve and thus prevented its 
growth by cutting off the blood supply. 
“More recently,” says the Medical Rec- 
ord, “the method has been used to ob- 
literate smallpox marks, restore con- 
tours of saddle-nose, and to prevent re- 
union of nerves after neurectomy.” 


way 


eee eee 


The dose of hydrastine averages 0-03 in 24 
hours. This dose should he given divided 
over the whole period. 


In acute cases hydrastine should be given 
with some agent acting more rapidly, 0.001 
every half hour. , 





